Wednesday, 9 March 2016

Parliament met at 2.22 p.m. in Parliament House, Kampala.
PRAYERS

(The Speaker, Ms Rebecca Kadaga, in the Chair.)

The House was called to order.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

THE SPEAKER: Honourable members, I welcome you to this afternoon’s sitting. I just have two pieces of communication, mainly to the newly elected Members of the Tenth Parliament. I have received information that banks and moneylenders have started chasing after them, inviting them to take loans. 
I would like to ask them to be cautious and do nothing until they have been sworn in and have understood issues pertaining to their emoluments. Even if they have problems, my sincere advice, which is from a very senior Member of this House, is that they should keep away from moneylenders and banks until they are settled.

The second communication is to inform you that taking of oaths by the new Members will take place on 16, 17 and 18 May 2016. The Clerk will issue notices on 13 May to all the Members, indicating which day they are to be sworn in because it is done under alphabetical order. Thank you very much.

BILLS
FIRST READING
THE UGANDA COMMUNICATIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2016
THE SPEAKER: The Minister for Communication? Can anyone volunteer to table the Bill for first reading?

2.25

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr Fred Ruhindi): Madam Speaker, I beg to move that the Bill entitled, “The Uganda Communications (Amendment) Bill, 2016 be read for the first time. The certificate for financial implications is hereby also laid.

THE SPEAKER: Thank you very much. It will be sent to the sectoral Committee on ICT for perusal and report back.

LAYING OF PAPERS
MINISTERIAL POLICY STATEMENTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2016/2017
2.26

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr Fred Ruhindi): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on the Table the Ministerial policy statements in respect of: 

i. Vote 007: Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs 

ii. Vote 101: The Judiciary 
iii. Vote 102: The Electoral Commission
iv. Vote 105: The Uganda Law Reform Commission
v. Vote 106: The Uganda Human Rights Commission
vi. Vote 109: The Law Development Centre
vii. Vote 119: The Uganda Registration Services Bureau

viii. Vote 133: The Directorate of the Public Prosecutions
ix. Vote 148: The Judicial Service Commission.

THE SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Attorney-General. All those are sent to the Committee on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs to handle expeditiously in conformity with the Public Finance Management Act.

THE PUBLIC SERVICE ANNUAL COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 1 JULY 2014 – 30 JUNE 2015

2.28

MR WILLIAM NOKRACH (NRM, PWD Representative, Northern): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on the Table, the Public Service Commission Annual Report for the period 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2015. I beg to lay.
REPORTS OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

2.29

MR WILLIAM NOKRACH (NRM, PWD Representative, Northern): Madam Speaker and Members, I beg to lay on the Table the following reports of the Auditor-General on the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2014:
i. Gulu Regional Referral Hospital; 

ii. Uganda High Commission, London;
iii. Uganda High Commission, New Delhi, India;
iv. Uganda Embassy, Tokyo, Japan;
v. Lira Regional Referral Hospital;
vi. State House;
vii. Ministry of Works and Transport;
viii. Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs;
ix. Office of the President;
x. The Judiciary.
THE SPEAKER: Honourable members, items under 4(c) are sent to the Committee on Public Service and Local Government and items under 4 (d) are sent to the Public Accounts Committee for expeditious perusal and report back.

 REPORTS OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014 TOGETHER WITH THE OPINION THEREON

MR WILLIAM NOKRACH (NRM, PWD Representative, Northern): Madam Speaker and honourable members, I beg to lay on the Table the reports of the Auditor-General on the financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2014 together with the opinion thereon for:

i. Dokolo Town Council, Dokolo District;
ii. Kumi District Local Government;
iii. Gulu University. 
Thank you.

THE SPEAKER: Thank you very much, Commissioner Nokrach. Item 4(e) will also be sent to the Public Accounts Committee for expeditious perusal and report back.

REPORT OF THE DELEGATION FROM PARLIAMENT OF UGANDA AT THE 39TH SESSION OF THE ACP PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY AND THE ACP–EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY HELD IN BRUSSELS, BELGIUM FROM 22ND TO 25TH SEPTEMBER 2015

2.32

MR SANJAY TANNA (Independent, Tororo Municipality, Tororo): Madam Speaker and honourable colleagues, I beg to lay on the Table the report of the delegation from the Parliament of Uganda to the 39th Session of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly and the ACP–EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly held in Brussels, Belgium from 22 to 25 September 2015. I beg to lay.

THE SPEAKER: Honourable members, the date will be appointed for discussion. 

 REPORT OF THE DELEGATION OF THE PARLIAMENT OF UGANDA AT THE 40TH SESSION OF THE ACP PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY AND THE 30TH SESSION OF THE ACP–EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY HELD FROM 2ND –9TH DECEMBER 2015

2.33

MR SANJAY TANNA (Independent, Tororo Municipality, Tororo): Madam Speaker and honourable colleagues, I beg to lay on the Table the report of the delegation of the Parliament of Uganda to the 40th Session of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly and the 30th Session of the ACP–EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly held in Brussels, Belgium from 2 to 9 December, 2015. I beg to lay.
THE SPEAKER: Honourable members, the date will be appointed for discussion. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

QUESTION 16/1/09 TO THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES
THE SPEAKER:  He is not here. Next question.

QUESTION 19/1/09 TO THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES
THE SPEAKER: Hon. Epetait is not here? Put both on tomorrow’s Order Paper and inform the Minister of Agriculture to come and answer the questions.

CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS, STATUTORY AUTHORITIES AND STATE ENTERPRISES ON THE AUDITED ACCOUNTS FOR PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

2.34

THE CHAIRPERSON, COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS, STATUTORY AUTHORITIES AND STATE ENTERPRISES (Mr Ibrahim Ssemujju Nganda): Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. We presented the report and it now awaits consideration and adoption by Parliament.

THE SPEAKER: I think we need to have a bigger audience to cover the 28 enterprises. Let us defer it to tomorrow.

PRESENTATION, CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DEFENCE AND INTERNAL AFFAIRS ON THE PETITION BY THE FORMER PRISONS OFFICERS OF KASESE DISTRICT LOCAL GOVERNMENT

THE SPEAKER: Honourable Chair, Committee of Defence and Internal Affairs or the vice Chair? Next item.
PRESENTATION, CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE ON THE MBARARA BY-PASS, MBARARA-NTUNGAMO-KABALE-KATUNA ROADS AND MITAANO AND NTUNGWA BRIDGES IN KANUNGU DISTRICT

THE SPEAKER: Honourable chair of the committee or the vice chair for physical infrastructure? Next Item.

PRESENTATION, CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 2013 VOLUME II CENTRAL GOVERNMENT (ENTITIES WITH A QUALIFIED OPINION – VOLUME III)

THE SPEAKER: Chair of the Public Accounts Committee or the vice chair? Next Item.
PRESENTATION, CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS ON THE INSPECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT REPORTS 1999–2006

THE SPEAKER: The Chair is not here. Next Item.
PRESENTATION, CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS ON THE INSPECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT FROM 2007–2012

THE SPEAKER: Again the Chair is not here. That was the business that we had planned for today but just to say that the Inspector General of Government is concerned that we have not had time to debate their reports. I would like to call upon the chairpersons to be available tomorrow because this covers a number of years and they would want to have our comments.

The other day, we received a report from the Committee on Commissions, Statutory Authorities and State Enterprises. I think some of you were here. If you are ready to debate, we can do so -(Interjections)- you are not ready? How can you go for LC III elections instead of doing work here?

2.38
MS ROSEMARY SENINDE (NRM, Woman Representative, Wakiso): Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. I do appreciate the fact that the report is with us but I would like to request for your indulgence that we debate this report tomorrow.

THE SPEAKER: Honourable members, it seems that no one is ready to do any work today. Therefore, let us postpone debate on COSASE to tomorrow and also on all the other items. I would really be happy if we are able to get many of these reports off the Order Paper before Parliament closes. The House is adjourned to tomorrow at 2.00 p.m.
(The House rose at 2.38 p.m. and adjourned until Thursday, 10 March 2016 at 2.00 p.m.) 
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