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TIIB REPT'BIIE qT UGAIiDA

TIIE NATIONAL RECORDS AI\[D ARCHIVES
(AMENDMENT) ACT,2024

An Act to amend the National Records and Archives Act, 2001
to dissolve the National Records and Archives Agency and
mainstream the functions of the Netionel Records and Archives
Agency into the Ministry responsible for the public seruice; and
for related matters.

Dere or Assnvr:

Date ofCommencement:

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows:

1. Interpretation

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

"Agency" means the National Records and Archives Agency
established under section 4 of the National Records and
Archives Act, 2001;

\
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I

"Govemment" means the Government of Uganda; and

"Ministry" means the Ministry resPonsiple for the public service.

2. Objectives ofAct
(1) The main objective of this ectlis to give effect to the

Government Policy for Rationalisation of Government Agencies and

Public Expenditure adopted by the Cabinet ol22"d February, 2021 and

contained in Cabinet Minute No.43(CT 2021).

(2) Without prejudice to the generalleffect of subsection (l),

the following objectives shall be deemed to fall under the objective

specified in subsection (lF 
i

(a) to merge, mainstream and rationalise agencies,

commissions, authorities and pu$lic expenditure in order

to relieve the Govemment of ttie financial drain on its
resources and the burden of wasteful administration and

expendinrre;

(b) to facilitate efficient and

by clearly delineating the
service delivery

and functions of
effective

marldates

Government agencies and departnents to avoid duplication
of mandates and functions; 

I

(c) to promote coordinated administrative arrangements,
policies and procedures for- 

|

(i) ensuring the efficient and successful management,

financial accounting and foudgetary discipline of
Government agencies and departments;

(ii) enabling the Government lto play its proper role
more effectively; and

(iii) enforcing accountability; atd

(d) to restructure and reorganise aqencies and departments

of Govemment by eliminating I bloated structures and
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functional ambiguities in
departments.

Govgrnment agencies and

I

3. Dissolution of Netional Records and A.rchives Agency
On the commencement of this Act, the Nationgl Records and Archives
Agency established by the National Records pnd Archives Act, 2001,
is dissolved 

I

4. Amendment of Act 12 of 2001 |

The National Records and Archives Act, 2001, hereinafter referred to
as the "principal Act" is amended in section 2,

(a) by repealing the definitions ofl the words "Advisory
Committee", "Agency" and "Director";

(b) in the definition of the wordd "currency point" by
substituting for the words *Firslt Schedule", the word
"Schedule", and wherever the words appear in the principal
Act;

(c) in the definition of the word "Mlnister", by substinrting
for the words "the administrationlof this Act", the words
"public service"; and I

(d) by inserting immediately after tnJ aennition of the word
"Minister", the following-

""Ministry" means the Ministry repponsible for the public
service; ".

5. Amendment of heading of Part II of plincipal Act
The heading of Part II of the principal Acq is substituted for the
following-

*PART II-ADMINISTRATION OF AOT"
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6. Substitution of section 4 of principal Act
For section 4 of the principal Act, there is subgtituted the following-

"4. AdministrationofAct
The Ministry responsible for the pubtic sdrvice is responsible for
the administration of this Act."

7. Amendment of section 5 of principel Apt
Section 5 of the principal Act is amended- I

(a) by substituting for the head note, thb following-

"5. tr'unctions of Ministry";

(b) by substituting for the word 'iAgency", the word
"Ministry", and wherever the word appears inthe principal
Act; and

(c) in paragraph (c), by substinrting forlthe word "Director",
the word "Ministry", and whereverlthe word appears in
the principal Act.

8. Repeal of section 6 of principel Act
Section 6 of the principal Act is repealed.

9. Amendment of section 7 of principalActl
Section 7 of the principal Act is amended by substituting for paragraph
(a) the following- 

:

*(a) ensuring that a senior officer is desiginated to superintend
the action taken in each organ of Sr{te in respect of this
Act;" I

10. Amendment of section t of principalAct ,

Section 8 of the principal Act is amended in paragraph (c) by
substituting for the words "his or her", the word "lts".
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ll. Amendment of section 9 of principal {ct
Section 9 of the principal Act is amended by sulbstinrting for the words
"Chairpersons of Boards", the words "accounting officers".

12. Amendment of section ll of principal i.ct
Section 1 I of the principal Act is amended in pariagraph (d) by repealing
the words "on the advice of the Advisory Conimittee", and wherever
the words appear in the principal Act. I

f3. Amendment of section 12 of principal {ct
Section 12 of the principal Act is amended hy substituting for the
words "his or her", the word "its", and wherevgr the words appear in
the section. :

14. Amendment of section 13 of principal Act
Section 13 of the principal Act is amended- ,

(a) by substituting for the words "his of her", the word "its"
wherever the words appear in the se<ition;

(b) in subsection (2)- 
,

(i) by substituting for the words "dppear to him or her",
the words "may appear"; I

(ii) in paragraph (c), by substitutint for the words "him
or her", the words "the Ministrf".

f5. Amendment of section 16 of principal AcG

Section 16 of the principal Act is amended in Subsections (1) and
(3F 

r

(a) by substituting for the words "his or !rer", the word "its"
wherever the words appear in the subSections; and

(b) by substituting for the words "he or $he", the word "the
Ministry" wherever the words appearlin the subsections.

a



I

t

Act National Records andArchives (Ailendment) Act 2024

16. Amendment of section 18 of principal{.ct
Section 18 of the principal Act is amended- 

I

(a) in subsection (l), by substituting ,for the words "his or
her", the word "its"; 

'

(b) in subsection (3)- 
i

(D by substituting for the words f'he or she", the word

(iD by substituting for the phrase l'sections 25 and 31",
the phrase "section 3 1".

17. Amendment of section 2l of principalAct
Section 2l of the principal Act is amendedrby substituting for
subsection (5), the following- ,

*(5) The Minister may establish a register of private
records and archives." :

f 8. Amendment of section 23 of principal Act
Section 23 of the principal Act is amended in: subsection (2), by
substituting for the words "who may take them into his or her
custody", the words "which may take the records, airchives or historical
documents into its custody". :

19. Repeal of Part VI of principalAct 
:

Part VI of the principal Act consisting of sections 24,25,26,27,28
and29 is repealed. r

20. Repeal of section 30 of principal Act
Section 30 of the principal Act is repealed.

21. Amendment of section 3l of principal Act
For section 3l of the principalAct, there is substituted the following-
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"31. Regulations r

(l) The Minister may make regtilations prescribing all
matters that are required or permitted by this Act to be prescribed,

or which are necessary or convenientto be prescribed, for giving
full effect to the provisions of this Act.

(2) Without limiting the general edfect of subsection (1),

the Minister may make regulations relatin[ to-
(a) fees to be charged for the supply of copies;

(b) certification of copies; and l

(c) provision of other services under this Act."

22. Substitution of section 32 of principal Act
For section 32 of the principal Act,there is substiflited the following-

*32. Amendment of Schedule
The Minister may, with the approval of Cabinet, by statutory
inshument, amend the Schedule." r

23. Repeal of section 33 of principal Act
Section 33 of the principal Act is repealed.

24. Repeal of Second Schedule to principal Act
The Second Schedule to the principal Act is repealed.
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