


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Tuesday, 22nd December, 1998
Parliament met at 2.35 p.m. in Parliament House, Kampala
PRAYERS

(The Speaker, Mr. Francis Ayume, in the Chair)

The House was called to order
COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

THE SPEAKER: Hon. Members, for various reasons, over the year, some vacancies have occurred on the Standing Committees of this House. Some Members of these Committees were either elevated to Ministerial positions or opted to resign from the Committees where they used to serve. Now, in order for these Committees to function properly according to our Rules, the need has arisen for us to fill these vacancies which have occurred. 

The Clerk sometime back did put a notice requesting Members who are interested to serve on these Committees to indicate their names. This process has been completed, some Members did respond and their names have been reflected on the ballot papers which we are going to use for voting in these Members. But of course, there is nothing wrong for any person or persons who still wish to be nominated from the Floor, and for this purpose, we shall proceed in accordance with Rule 120 to Rule 122 of this House and conduct the elections accordingly.

FILLING IN OF VACANCIES OF VARIOUS STANDING COMMITTEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH RULE 120 TO 122 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF PARLIAMENT.

THE SPEAKER: Just to explain, we have a total of six Committees where vacancies have occurred, and these are reflected on the ballot papers.  We have a Committee on Government Assurances, there are three vacancies which have occurred, and we already have four Members who have been nominated to stand for election.  We also have the Public Accounts Committee, only one vacancy has occurred and yet we have four Members who have been nominated to contest for this vacancy. Then we have the Committee on Commissions, Statutory Authorities and State Enterprises; up to three vacancies have occurred and we have a total of 12 nominees.  Then we have the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Discipline; there are three vacancies and we have five nominees. We have the Committee on the National Economy; only one vacancy exists, but we have five people who have been nominated. Finally, we have the Committee on Business and Welfare, and there are three vacancies and three people have been nominated.  

The procedure is going to be this; that where you have for example three vacancies and four people nominated or more than three people nominated, you are going to be given a ballot paper and you tick up to three people you want or you prefer to vote for, and where they are, like in the case of the Committee on Commissions, Statutory Authorities and State Enterprises where you have only three vacancies but 12 nominees, then again you will tick up to three out of these people; and this goes on with the rest of the Committees until we get the results.

MR. OKUMU REAGAN : Mr. Speaker, I would like to nominate the name of 



hon. Brig. Jim  Muhwezi for a vacancy on the Rules, Privileges and Discipline Committee.

THE SPEAKER:  The hon. Jimmy Muhwezi has been nominated on the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Discipline.  Any other?

MR. ADOME LOKWII: Point of clarification.  I wanted to find out because there could have been some Members who submitted their names to be nominated and may not necessarily be on the ballot paper, and it would have sorted a few problems of nominating or re-nominating people who are already nominated. For example, Mr. Speaker, I submitted my name for Commissions and Statutory Bodies, but I do not know whether it is there and I do not like somebody to come up to renominate me if I am not there.  

Secondly, hon. Abura had approached me to nominate him on the Committee on the National Economy, but I do not know whether his name is there or not. So, that is the clarification I was seeking, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER:  That is a good question. I was coming to the next point to read the nominees of each Committee and I think that will solve the problem. Is that okay?  Now, we start with the first Committee.

NOMINEES ON COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES

Hon. Egou Charles

Hon. Okumu Reagan

Hon. Anthony Kanyike

Hon. Lokawua Wilson

NOMINEES ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE (1) VACANCY

Hon. Lwanga Mutekanga

Hon. Mubanda Alfred

Hon. Steven Mallinga

Hon. Nobert Mao

MR. MAO:  Mr. Speaker, I rise to withdraw my name, because I am already on another Standing Committee; and in view of the interesting business coming to that Committee on Rules, I do not wish to resign. Since I cannot be on two Standing Committees, I will stand down in favour of the hon. Member for Kyamuswa.

THE SPEAKER:  Is there any objection, I suppose no.

NOMINEES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS, STATUTORY AUTHORITIES AND STATE ENTERPRISES (3) VACANCIES

Hon. Adome Lokwii Callistus

Hon. Dr. Nyeko Pen'Mogi

Hon. Dr. Timothy Mutesasira

Hon. Kiraso Beatrice

Hon. Ekanya Geofrey

Hon. Nabutaala Nabisi

Hon. Mwesigye Adolf

Hon. Aisu Omongole Tom

Hon. Absolom .A. Ongom

Hon. Yorokamu Katwiremu

Hon. Onapito Ekomoloit

Hon. Major Tony Otoa

NOMINEES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND DISCIPLINE

(3) VACANCIES

Hon. Baitera Maiteki

Hon. Ben Wacha

Hon. Kithende K.A.

Hon. Sam .K. Njuba

Hon. Balemezi Lydia

Hon. Brig. Jim Muhwezi

NOMINEES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL ECONOMY (1) VACANCY

Hon. Gagawala Wambuzi

Hon. Kakooza Robert

Hon. Maj.Gen. Mugisha Muntu

Hon. Abura Kene

Hon. Sam Mukasa Kintu

NOMINEES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND WELFARE (3) VACANCIES

Hon. Wanjusi Wasieba

Hon. Nkuuhe Johnson

Hon. Mulassanyi David.

THE SPEAKER: Now, we have only one person who has been nominated in the case of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Discipline, that is hon. Jim Muhwezi. And I think we will proceed this way, that when you are voting, because his name does not appear here, you write it immediately below. If you are voting for him, then you tick, you create a space just like it is indicated on the ballot paper and make the tick. Is that correct?  And you also at the same time delete hon. Mao from the Public Accounts Committee.

MRS. BABA DIRI:  Point of clarification. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  I beg to be clarified. I remember very well when they put up a notice on the notice board saying that those who are interested to contest for these positions should put their names below, I put mine under Rules and Privileges; now you are telling us these people have been nominated, may I know when they were nominated and why my name is not there?  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER:  Well, I am really in a difficulty here, because the appropriate procedure for nominations was followed, and I think the appropriate papers were put on the board for purposes of people indicating whether they wish to serve on certain Committees. That was done.

MR. MWANDHA:  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Since we still have the opportunity to make further nominations, may I nominate hon. Margaret Baba Diri for the Committee on Rules and Privileges?

THE SPEAKER: Is that seconded?  So, just like in the case of the hon. Jim Muhwezi, when you are voting, when it comes to the Committee on Rules and Privileges, you write down the hon. Margaret Baba Diri's name and also indicate your vote by the tick at an appropriate space.

MR. MUSUMBA: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. With regard to the National Economy Committee, the positions available are actually two and not one. Mr. Elijah Mushemeza was a Member of the Committee before the ruling that has turned the results in Bushenyi, in Sheema. Then hon. Aggrey Awori who was a Member of that Committee resigned from the Committee to join the Appointments Committee, so the positions available are two, not one.

MR. WAMBEDE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am a Member of that Committee and hon. Musumba is our Chairman, and I do confirm the two positions that exist. In view of that, Mr. Speaker, and with your permission, may I propose hon. Guma to be nominated on that Committee?  Mr. Speaker, hon. Guma can either withdraw from my nomination or from Commissioner, or otherwise, if may be given other -

THE SPEAKER: The correct position is that, there are actually two vacancies on the Committee on the National Economy, and therefore,  I call for nominations.

MISS. NANKABIRWA: Mr. Speaker, I beg that nominations be closed.

THE SPEAKER: Seconded? I now put the question that nominations be closed.

(Question put and agreed to)
THE SPEAKER:  It is going to be voting by secret ballot, you will be issued with ballot papers. So, we will call out your name and you come and collect the ballot paper.

(The Voting exercise started) 
MR. MUTYABA:  Point of procedure.  Mr. Speaker, I do not want to stop the process, however, I believe that we should do it in accordance with the Rules. Now, when you read Rule 122 which concerns the elections to the Standing Committee, Rule 122(3) says that: " The nominations under Subrule (2) of this Rule shall be in writing, seconded by at least 20 Members whose signatures shall appear on the nomination form together with the signatures of the nominated persons, indicating acceptance of the nominations."  Now, in order to go behind this Rule, we have to move under Rule 8. I wanted this to be on record, Mr. Speaker, Rule 8 to suspend Rule 122 in order to allow the nominations which have been made today to be valid.  But I am asking for your guidance, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER: Order please.  I believe the hon. Member's intervention is in reference to the people who are nominated from the Floor. Is that my understanding?  Because the process of nominating the others who appear on the ballot paper has been followed and I think your intervention is in reference to those who have been nominated on the Floor. And his proposal is that in order to go round that we should invoke Rule 8.

MAJ. GEN. TUMWINE:  Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether we should continue voting when we are discussing how to proceed. Because I have a problem with how we change our Rules and for what reasons. I am of the view that this Rule was prepared and put in our Rules of Procedure after the Committee that was working on it had thought about it thoroughly and had reasons why they had put it in our Rules of 

Procedure.  I am wondering why the ones who were preparing for the votes which we are continuing to do, omitted and made this error and allowed some names to be nominated without following the Rules as they are in the book, and now have come when many people have already voted and actually some have already gone. 

I just wanted to suggest that, it is noted that there was an error and we change the Rules, but we know that somebody should really have looked at this and known. That in our recordings of today, we say there was an error in the procedures and we should actually before we continue voting, first decide so that we actually change the Rules.  Before continuing to vote, we first change the Rules by putting the question and we either agree to change them or insist on it as it has been. So, I suggest that it should be put for question and for us to change the Rules and note that there was an error.

MR. MUTYABA:  Motion.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to move under Rule 8 of our Rules of procedure that we suspend Rule 122(3) which requires the nomination to be made by at least 20 Members and where acceptance must be shown in order to allow us to nominate Members from the Floor and vote on them.  I beg to move.

THE SPEAKER:  Is it seconded?  

HON MEMBERS:  Yes.

MR. MUSUMBA:  Mr. Speaker, I beg that the question be put.

THE SPEAKER: The Motion is that the question be put.  I now put the question that the Motion be put.

(Question put and agreed to)
 THE SPEAKER:  I now put the question in terms of the motion moved by hon. Mutyaba.

(Question put and agreed to)
THE SPEAKER:  It means therefore, hon. Members, Rule 8 of our Rules of Procedure is suspended to allow us to vote on the people who are nominated on the Floor. Using Rule 8, that means part of Rule 122 is suspended to allow nominations from the Floor to be received and voted upon.

(The Voting exercise was carried out)
THE SPEAKER: Hon. Members, the exercise of casting yours votes has been completed. I am appointing hon. Aliker and hon. Salaama Musumba to help us in counting and tallying of the votes, and  I will suspend the proceedings for a few minutes while they complete that.

(The proceedings were suspended for a few minutes)
(On resumption_)
THE SPEAKER: Hon. Members, the following are the results of the elections just concluded. I will start in the order of the Committees as I announced them when I introduced them to you.  I will start with the Committee on Government Assurances. We had three vacancies to fill.  The total number of votes cast was 139 and 1 vote was spoilt. So, the results with regard to the Committee on Government Assurances are as follows:

We have hon. Lokua Wilson - 38 votes;  hon. Anthony Kanyike - 105 votes; hon. Okumu Reagan - 109 votes; and hon. Egou ECharles - 125 votes.  Since we are looking for three to fill the vacancies, the following therefore, will join the Committee on Government Assurances:

Hon. Egou Engwau Charles, hon. Okumu Reagan and hon. Anthony Kanyike  (Applause).

Now, Public Accounts Committee. We were looking for one person to fill the vacancy and out of the four, the hon. Nobert Mao had stood down in favour of one of his Colleagues.  So, we have three results to announce: First, hon. Stephen Malinga - 17 votes; hon. Mubanda Alfred - 33 votes and hon. Lwanga Mutekanga - 69 votes.  Therefore, hon. Lwanga Mutenga is duly elected to fill the vacancy on that Committee (Applause).
Next is the Committee on Commissions, Statutory Authorities, and State Enterprises.  We had three vacancies to fill and 12 nominees.  The following are the results: Hon. Nabutaala Nabisi - 5 votes; hon. Mwesigye Adolf - 15 votes; hon. Onapito Ekomoloit - 14 votes; hon. Absolom Ongom - 18 votes; hon. Nyeko Pen'Mog - 27 votes; hon. Timothy Mutesasira - 35 votes;  hon. Yorakamu Katwiremu - 35 votes; hon. Ekanya Godfrey -45; hon. Maj. Otoa - 47 votes; hon. Kiraso Beatrice - 51 votes; and hon. Adome Lokwii - 60 votes.  So, since we are looking for three people to fill three vacancies, the following have been duly elected to fill these vacancies: Hon. Adome Lokwi, hon. Kiraso Beatrice and hon. Maj. Tony Otoa (Applause).   I congratulate you.  

MR. OMONGOLE AISU: Point of clarification. I happened to be a Member in that Committee also, but I have not heard my name at all.  I do not know what could have happened.

THE SPEAKER: Hon. Omongole - 44 votes, still it does not change the position.  

The second Committee, hon. Members, is the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Discipline. We were looking to fill three vacancies and we had seven nominees and the following are the votes cast: Hon. Baba Diri - 3 votes; hon. Jim Muhwezi - 86 votes; hon. Balemezi Lydia - 41 votes; hon. Sam K. Njuba - 66 votes; hon. Kithende K.A. - 12 votes; hon. Ben Wacha - 113 votes; hon. Baitera Maiteki - 63 votes; and in view of the fact that we are looking for three people to fill three vacancies, the following have been duly elected: Hon. Jim Muhwezi, hon. K. Njuba and hon. Ben Wacha. (Applause).

The next one is the Committee on the National Economy. We are also looking for two people to fill two vacancies as corrected and we had five contestants and these are the results: Hon. Gagawala Wambuzi - 8 votes; hon. Abura Kene - 20 votes; hon. Kakooza Robert - 27 votes; hon. Sam Mukasa Kintu - 29 votes; and hon. Maj. Gen. Mugisha Muntu - 93 votes. We are looking for two people to fill two vacancies. The following are therefore duly elected to join that Committee. Hon. Sam Mukasa Kintu and hon. Maj. Gen. Mugisha Muntu. (Applause).

Finally, we have the Committee on the Business and Welfare. There were three vacancies to fill and there were only three nominees, and these are: Hon. Wanjusi Wasieba, hon. Johnson Nkuuhe and hon. Mulassanyi David. The three are elected unopposed.  

Hon. Members, I would like to congratulate all of you who contested, but at the same time I would like to commend those who offered themselves for the elections so as to enrich the process of democracy.  I thank you. Let me hope that the Committees now are properly constituted, especially those which had vacancies. Let me hope that you will now start business in earnest when Parliament resumes at the appropriate time.  

I have several announcements to make before we adjourn. This is an announcement directed to the Social Committee on Works, Housing and Communications. You will be having a meeting in the South Committee Room immediately after today's proceedings, and the subject of the discussion will be communicated to you by your Chairperson.

Secondly, this is to announce that Members of the Select Committee on Privatisation who have been given an extended mandate of 60 days, will start their investigations on 4th of January, 1999.

We also have an announcement directed to the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Discipline. You also have a meeting in the Conference Room at 2.30 p.m, that is, after today's proceedings, and the subject for discussion will be communicated to you by the Chairperson.  

We also have an announcement directed to the Committee on Defence and Internal Affairs. You will also have a meeting, strangely enough in the same Room in which the other Committee is going to meet, but when you do report there, you will be able to sort out who should go where and when.

Finally, we have an announcement directed to the Select Committee on Agriculture. Like the other Select Committee, you will also continue with your proceedings on the 4th of January, 1999. I hope I have not omitted any other announcement which was already directed to me.  

MR. MAO:  Mr. Speaker, I am just seeking guidance. In the absence of hon. Emanuel Dombo, I am seeking clarification from the Chair. Mr. Speaker, what is the status of the petition to censure the hon. Minister of State for Planning and Investment?  Has it been sent to His Excellency the President?

THE SPEAKER: I received the petition on Thursday and immediately thereafter, I communicated with the hon. Emanuel Dombo who had signed a letter on behalf of the petitioners, addressed to me, conveying the petition and documents related with the petition. It is after that that I also directed a letter to him, requesting him to vouch for the authenticity of the names and signatures of the petitioners. He has replied vouching so, and the petition is still with me. 

Maybe you might also wish to know why I took it upon myself to seek verification, and I did that because I explained to the Chairperson, to hon. Dombo and later on to some Members of this House who came to see me, and I explained to them why I took that course of action.  So, that is the status.  

MR. SAM KUTESA: Mr. Speaker, following your explanation about the status of the petition, you have said that the very person who submitted to you a list of names and signatures of Members is the very person you asked to vouch for their authenticity. While that is one course of action, I am wondering whether there would be difficulty in anybody submitting the list and also vouching for it. It seems to me that the Members on the list should vouch for themselves. I say this, Mr. Speaker, because I have been informed by Members that there were two lists going round, one for a petition to censure hon. Rukikaire and one for a petition to censure me, and that when hon. Rukikaire resigned, these lists were merged, and that some Members who had not signed the petition against me may be on a list that now is against me.  So, my question is, is it not more fair and reasonable that the signatories vouch for themselves, rather than the man who is leading the petitioners vouching for them?  I do not know how you look at this in the rules of natural justice.

THE SPEAKER: Well, hon. Members, I am applying myself to my understanding of the verification and that is why I wrote to the hon. Member who submitted the petition to me on behalf of the petitioners, and I think I should be given a chance to do just that. We should not introduce this matter as if we are now debating the procedures and the pros and cons of the petition. I know that we are supposed to be guided by the Constitution and the Rules, but unfortunately, when you look at the Rules, they leave a lot to be desired. But I am trying to do my best.  

Hon. Members, since May last year, we have been at it for quite some time now, and you have had a very hectic and busy schedule; you have discharged your responsibilities to the best of your abilities. We may have had problems here and there, but that is also expected when you are dealing with things to do with the public, when you have to do with things which are for the benefit of our nation. We may have had successes here and also failures there. But the most important thing is that we should not give up, we should not be deterred from our resolve to do what we are supposed to do in accordance with the law.  

You as Members of Parliament, I am satisfied that all this time, you have been doing your very level best to not only to handle your legislative role, but also your role as a watch-dog of implementation of Government Policy and Programmes, and I think we should continue with that spirit.  

Having said that, I think you deserve a rest, you deserve to may be go home and interact with your constituents and see how you can get yourself motivated for the following league. I am told that yesterday, the appropriate facilitation has been extended, and I am sure many of you would like to go out there and jubilate and share with your constituents. That being the case, I will therefore adjourn the House sine die to allow ourselves to reorganise ourselves, especially those who are charged with the responsibility of ensuring that Members of Parliament are properly facilitated, and that even ourequipment which is letting us down is attended to, so that next time we are back here, we should be able to proceed with as little disturbance or interruption as possible. I thank you very much. I adjourn the House sine die.

(The House rose and adjourned sine die)
