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THE }'ISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE BILL, 202 I

MEMORANDUM

I. PIOLICYANDPRTNCIPLES
The object of the Bill is to consolidate and reform the law relating
to the management of Gsheries, frsheries products and aquaculture.
The cunent Fisheries Act, Cap. I 97 emanates from the l95l Fisheries
Ordinance which was later re-enacted as the Fish and Crocodile Act
in 1964. During the Law Revision of 2000, the laws of Uganda were
reorganised and the Fish and Crocodile Act bccame the Fish Act
Cap. 197. The Fish Act was further amended in 20ll through the
Fish 146",t6r"nt) Act, 201 I to provide for tlre establishment of the
Fisheries Fund and to p€rmit the retention ard use of fcfs received by
the Chief Fishcries Officer lrom the issuance of licences, permits and
other fisheries activities under the Act for the effective development
and management of the fisheries subsector. These amendmenls wer€
however nol comprch€nsive enough to fully address all rhe challenges
facing the fisheries subsector as they only focused on licenccs.
introduction of cunrncy points and l€tentioG of frmds.

Additionalln fiere are a number of challenges and emerging issrrs
in the regulation and management of the fisheries subsector which
ar€ nol addressd und€r the curent law. including overcapacity,
invasion of water bodies by aquatic weeds. limited support and
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inveslrnents in aqumdhrc, h$indorul challenges. exoesive fishing
pressur€: dertuctive 6shing malpactices. gowlh in illicit fish trade in
immatue fislu incrpasing local fish &mad and deoeasing per capiu 6sh
consumption.

There is thercforc urgent need !o rcform the law goveming the fi$eries
subsector to address the above identiGed challenges and emerging
issues.

2. DEFECTSINTHEEXISTINGLAW
The Fish Act is obsolete and cannot adequately cater for the cunent
realities, iocluding the changes in the fishery structurc, aqurculture
development, limiting of overcapaciry and ensuring comrnunity
involvement in cnforccment. There have atso been bemcndor changes
in the lechnological landscape, some of which require regulation.
Thcre is need to amend the Act to provide for regulation of the fisheries
and aquaculture along the valw chain. $rcamline the decentralised
ard cenualised hshedes stamng ad redefine establishment of co-
managenrnt structur€s. Fistreries management and govemance are
critical for a sustsinable fishcry ud the current b,reakdown in the
system has crtated a gap sl gras$oots level and bmken down the
tracaabitity system lhat is critical in ensuring 6sh exporr io p,nrne

markets. The proposed new law is intended to realign emerging issues
and provide regulations necessary for the orderly development of the
fisheries sub seclor.

3. REMEDIES PROPOSEDTO DEALWITH DEFECTS.
The Fisheries and Aquaculture Bill,202l seeks to provide for-

(a) thc conscrvation. sustainable rnamgcnrcnl utilisation and
development of the fsherics subsector;

(b) the integrated management of tlre fisheries subcoctor in
order to faciliurc the achievenrent ofsustainable increases
in economic, social and environmental benefs from
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fisheries, thc consewation, captur€. farming, reariog,
prccessing and marketing of 6sh;

(c)

(d)

thc licensing and registration of frshing vessels and 6shers;

the control and regulation of all fisheries and aqurulture
production activities and practices. the methods of fishing
and fishing gcar:

(e) an cnabling environment for equatable sharing ofincreas€d
benefits from a more productive Gsheries subsector;

(f) the establishment and regulation of lale managernent
oryanisations and gazetting of landing sites;

(g) fish brceding and brceding areas and to pmvide for the
rcgulation of fish feeds;

(h) the control and rcgulation of all fisheries and aquaculture
production activities and practices in an integratcd manncr
to achieve conservation and sustainable economic, social
and environmental benefils for the present and fuiure
generations;

(i) administration, manag€ment and coordination with local
governmenrc and other stakeholders at all levels;

0) a sustainably financed Dircctorate for the management
of the fisheries subscctor with clearly denned structur€s
and linkages between the mandates of natronal and loca!
goveounents ard the private sector;

(k) the promolion of public participation in the managemcnt
and conservation of frsheries r€sources including women
and youth and othcr vulnerable groups;
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(l) thc promotion of public private portrrships in 6sh
production, value addition and marketingl

(m) lhe guarantee of quality and safety of fish and fishery
products, ircluding biosafety and biosecurity;

(n) lhe promotion of research-based decision making and
shariog of information and data; and

(o) the mechanisation of fisheries, aqurulture and aquatic
weed management.

The Bill consists ofeleven Parts and one Schedule.

FRANKTI.,IMWEBAZE,
Minister ofAgriculture, Animtl ltulustry owl Fislcries.
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SCHEDULE . CI'RRENCY FOINT

zl,2t

A BILL for on Act

ENTITLED

THE FTSHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT, 2O2I

AD Aca lo crn$lidrro end rcforl lLo ler rclrti4 to lrborlcr md
0rhcrior pnoductri to pruvide lor lbc corrcwrtbr, rurleloeblc
m.i.tcocrqudtmlionmddcvobprortofllctilcricrrrbmcto6
to providc lor lhc blcgntcd meoe3crorl ofthc f,rbcricr rubrccror
io ordcr to lrciliiric lhc rchicvoocrl ol rorlrbrblc ircrrercr ia
cconoalc, roclrl eld covimroortel bcrctb lrcr blcricr; to
pmvide lor tlc coorcnrlaor, c.pturt, ftrohg, rcrriag" proccdo3
rod orrtcthg of 6rh; to prrovldc for thc liccuir& co.lrol .od
regulrtlon of ell ffrhcrie rnd equrcdtutt produclioo ectlvithr end
prrclheq 3he mothodr ol0rbi4 ed 0rhirt gcrr; lo crhrncc rld
rtttnglheo thc Dircctorrtc ol Firhcrica Rcrourccr; lo providc en
cnrblhg cf,virrilcoa for cquitrbh rlerin3 ol inctcued bcrc0lr
froo the 6rherlcr rubcctor; ao providc lor thc crtrblbbrcoi md
rcguletioo of hlc mrle3crncot orjrrbrtbnr rod 3rzottir3 of
leodiry riacri to rllow for 0sbcria ncchmhtlbr; ro providc lot
fich brccdlog md brcdiry .ro.ri ao providc lor tho rcaulrliol
of 0rh fcodr; ao providc for privrac tcclor .olt3crcra ar thc
firhcricr rubccclori to tlpc.l alc Fhl Ad, Crp. lE, .rd tic Tlout

7



Bitt No 20 Fisheries and Aquaculture Bill

Proteclioo Act Crp l9; rld for rpleted nrtlct!.
BE IT ENACTEI) by Parliament as follows:

Plrr l-Pntltuturv

2021

l. Applicetion of Act
This Act applies-

(a) within the juridiction of Uganda, including all waters
where fish is found or can be farmed;

(b)

(c)

2. Purpose ofAct
The prrpose of this Act is-

to all fisheries and aquaculture activities; and

to any fishing vessel registercd in Uganda and to any act
or omission ocrurring on or by thar vessel, whercvcr the
vessel may be.

(a) to provide for the conuol and rcgulation of all fisheries
and aquaculture production activities and practiccs in an
integrated manner to achieve conservation and sust8inable
economic, social and environmental benefts for the
present and future generations:

(b) to provide for the administrataon, management and
coordination of fisheries and aquaculture with local
govemments and other srakeholders at all levels;

(c) to cmatc a sustaimbly linanced Dircctorate for the
management ofthe fisheries subscctor with clearly dehned
stsuctur€s and linkages betwecn the mandales of central
and local govemmenls and the private sector;

(d) to promote and guide public participation in tlre
manaSemcnt and conservation of fisheries rcsourcest

8
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including women and youth and olher vulnerable groups;
(e) to pmmote and guide public private parrnerships in 6sh

podncrion, value addition and marketiog;

(0 o guarortee quality ard safety of6sh and 6shery products;
including biosafety ard biooocurity;

(g) io promotc rcsearch-bascd dccision making and sharing of
infiormation and dst$ and

(h) to provide for the mechanisarion of 6shcdes" aquaculture
and aqutic wced management.

3. Envimrocatrtprirciplo
All pesons involvcd in fisheries or aqurcultun actavaties or any
other person performing functions, duties or powers under this Act
in rclation o the developmcnt and utilisation of fislrcries rcsourccs or
emuring sustoitrability sholl tole anro rccount and give effect to thc
principles of environmcnt managemenl pr€scribcd under lhe Natkmal
Envimnment Act,2019.

4. lnicrarctrllol
ln this Act, unhss thc contcxt oth€r'wasc requircs-

"oqrucultue- nreans lhc planned and cootrolled farming of fidu
nrolluscs, crustrcons and aqutic plants for mtritiotr,
imornc and livelihoods;

"aquaculturc activity" means brceding 6sh, hatchery opcralion,
commercial 6sh farming aquaculture farming, 6$ fecd
manufrturing and trade, live 6sh trade, transportation of
live frslr, processing of fanned fsh and plants, live 6sh
sloragc, omission of aqrrculturc scrvice, aquaculturc ml
manufrcturing and trade in aqurutture applianccs and
inputs;

"aquculruc essblislunent" orcors o facility or premiscs on
land or watcr approvcd for thc production of fish thmugh

9
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aquacutture or products used in aquaculture;

"aquaculture facility" means any place, area or structure
constructed for the purpose of aquaculture or wherc
aquaculture is. or can be undertaken, but does not include
a pcrsonal aquarium;

"aqurium" means an artificial pond or tank used for keeping
or displaying live fish and aquatic plants for decorative,
omamenlal or entertainment pu.poses;

"arrisanal fish processing facility" means any local facility in
a fishing community or a designated place where fish,
fishery or aquaculturc products are prcpared. handled,
pocessed. chilled, frozen, packaged or stored:

*authorised officer" means any pemon or category of persons
prescribed under section 991

"breeding ground" means an area in the natuml aquatic
envimnment, wherc 6sh lay their eggs or spawn:

"Chief Fisheries Olficer" means the technical head of the
Dircctorate of Fisheries Resources;

"commercial fishing" mearu fshing for monetary gain, including
trade. business or pro6t, where all or part of the catch is
sold or borteled, but does not include subsistencc or sport
6shing:

'tunency point" has the valw assigned to it in the Schedule to
this Act;

"Directorate" means the Directorate of Fisherics Resources
established by the Minisry of Public Service:

"fsh" means any aquatic oryanism and includes any crustacean

t0
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or mollusc. as well as their eggs" fry, Engerlings, or young
but docs not inchde reptiles or mammals;

"fish processing establbhment" means any premises wherc fislq
fishery or aquaculturc prodrrcs arc prcparcd, hadlod.
prccesscd, chillod, ft,ozcn, pock Sed or storcd, hx doca
not include an aution or wholcsalc marka in which only
display ard sole by wholcsalc takes plre;

'fish processing frility" includes a smoking kiln, and a 6sh
drying rank;

-Fisheries Rescarch lnstilule" means lhe pblic agricultural
rcsearch institute establishcd by thc National Agdcultural
Rcscarch Act to generale the knowledge brc, develop
ard disseminate Gsheries technologies and information for
ircreased and sustainable fish productior, conscrvation
of the fishcries gcnctic resources, water qulaty and fish
habitat and to develop ald mamge rcscarch and rcquird
linkrges with sakeholders;

"frsh product" moans any derivative of fish ud includes dried,
fmzcn or chilled 6sh urd molluscs and aquatic plans;

*6shiog" means the catching, taking, harvesting or killing of
6sh by any method and includes attemprc to calch rtd
searching for fish, bur does not include aquacultutr or the
tnansportalion of 6sh;

'$dreries rtivity" means 6slrirU, tran+ortation of 6Cu anisaml
pwessiq of fish, industrial 6slr prooessing ra& in fish
maq frsh uade and othcr fisherftx poducts, operating a tsh
sorage frcility, manufrturing of 6$ing gear, boat buitding
ond rccrcatioml fishing and uading in fishing gear;

ll



Bil! No. 20 Fishertes and Aquocultwe Btll 2021

*Fidreries and Aquaculturc Management Strateg;r" means a
Fisheries Management Strategy prcpared for a lake in
accordance with section 3l:

"fishing vessel" means any craff, raft. or floating object used for
fishing but does not include a vessel used for the tramport
of 6sh or for aquaculture;

"fishing waters" includes all pcrmanent or seasonal water bodies
within the lard borderc of Uganda, capable of supporting
fish and those parts of lakes, rivers and other water bodies
shared with neighbouring countries. and over which
U ganda excrcises sovereignty ;

"foreign fishing vessel" means any fishing vesscl liccnsed or
rcgisrcred in a neighbouring country;

"gear" means a lool used to capture aquatic resources; including
a nel, basket, trap. hook, line. spear or other implement:

"Hazard Analysis and Critical Conhol Poinl (HACCP)" means a
prcrctave food safety management systern which identifies,
evaluates and controls hazads that arc significant and likely
to occur at specific points in the food production chain:

"lake management organisation" means a local govemmenl
association established to co-ordinale thc integrated
planning and managemenl ofa lake under this Act;

"landing site" means a landing site egablished in accordance
with section 37;

"licence- means a licencc issrd under this Act;

'local 6shing" means fishing without a Gshing vessel, wherc
fish is caught solely for consumption by the person
engaging in the 6shing. and not for the sale or barter of

t2



Bill No. 20 Fisheries and Aquoculturc Bill

the frsh caught;

202t

"local govemmenl" means a local council established under
section 3(2) to (5) of the Local Govemments Act;

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for fisheries and
aquaculture:

"minor lake" means a lake othet than Lake Vicloria, Lake Alberl
Lake Edward. Lake George and Lake Kyoga:

-omarnental fish" means 6sh for display for leisure;

"processing" includes cleaning, 6lleting. canning, salting,
smoking, drying, cooking, pickling, grilling or otherwise
presewiog or preparing 6sh for the purpose of commercial
pu.pos€s;

"recreational frshing" means fishing for sport, rccr€ataon or
amusement which does not lead to the sale or barter of the
fish;

'shared lake'means a lake that cuts acnoss the administrative
boundary of two or more districtst

"Surveillance Unit" means the Fisheries Monitoring Conuol
and Surveillance Unit established by section l3;

'transboundary fisheries resources- mears frsheries Esources;
including wetlands, rivers, lakes or other waGr bodies
shared by Uganda and any other countryl

*undersize fish" in relation to capture Rsheric means 6sh
of a length less than a length as may be prescribed by
regulations:

l3
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"vehicle" includcs a machine or implement of any kind drawn
or propelled along a road. whether by animel. mechanical,
elecuical or other motive power.

Pnxr ll-AourxrsrRAnvE Sr nucrunc FoR FrsHERrFs AND

AeuAcuLTuRE Mluecrumn

5. Admioirtretbn, DrDlgeoeoa rnd developncnl
The adminisEation. management and developrncnr of Gsheries and
aquaculture rmder this Act shall be undertaken by the Directorate of
Fisheries Resources, subject to the overall guidance of the Minister in
collaboration with local govemmenls and other stakeholders.

Thc Minister

6. Furctioor rod powcrr of Minbtcr
( l ) Tbe Minister slull-
(a) bc responsible for the formulation of policy and legislation

rclating to the frsheries and aquaculture subsector:

O) issue regulations for the fisheries and aqurulnue
subaoclor;

(c) monitor the implementalion of the Narional Fisheries and
Aqr.raculture Policy, 2018 and the enforcement of this Act;

(d) repesent Uganda in its relationships with foreign countries
in connection with fsheries and aquaculture;

(e) rnobilisc frnancial and other resources for the mamgement
and development ofthe fisheries and aqucuhure suboector;
and

(0 perform any other function incidental lo the purposes of
dris Act.

l{
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(2) The Miniser may, for the purposes of this Act. establish
lake.based nunagement plans with lake-based management regional
offices.

Directorate of Fisleries Resources

7. Functionr of Dircctorrte of Firheriec Reourccr
The Dircctorate of Fisheries Resouces shall-

(a) ensurc the appropriate conservation and development
of standards on Oe management, sustainable use,
development and protection of all fisheries and
aquaculture resources:

(b) formulate and monitor the implementation of policies
rcgarding the conservation. management and utilisation of
all fisheries and aquaculture resourcesl

(c) develop srandards for the management ofall fishedes and
aquaculture activities and fishing rclated activities withio
the scope of this Act;

(d) develop guidelines for the preparation offisheries and take
specific management plans for the Uganda fishery waters;

(e) issue licenccs and permits and control all fishing vessels
and fislring gear in all public walers;

(f) provide education to clEate public awareness and support
for fsherics conservation, maoagement, development and
sustainable use:

G) set and meet goals for fisheries comervation, mrnagement,
development and sustainable use;

(h) in consultation with the Fisheries Research lnstilute,
apprcve and co-ordinate research activilies in relation to
maners falling within the scope of this Act:

(i) collect and analyse dau in rclation to ttsor.uces and
activities falling within the scope of this Act;
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0) esublish, manage and maintain information nranagement
systcms and dalabases on fisheries and aquaculture;

(k) monitor. contro! and undcrtakc surveillance of fishing
activities, including illegal, unrcgulated and unrccorded
fishing and illicit fish trade;

(D identify human nesource r€quircmcnts and recornmend
recruitrnent of stafr at all levcls for the Directoratc;

(m) ensure safety and quality of fislu fishcries and aquaculture
products in both the domesic and intcmational market;

(n) liaise. as appropriate, wifi agercies aod pcnos" including
stakcholders, industry. govemmenl aScncies, rcgional and
intemational organisations and expers, whether local or
foreign on maners falling within the scope of this Act;

(o) act on behalf of the Govcrnment, subject to lhe Comtitution
and the Ratification of Treaties Act in relarion to any
domestic or intcmational agrecrncnt relating to fisheries
and aqruculture related activities or any maner falling
within the scope of this Act, to which Uganda is or may
become a party;

(p) adminiser and co.ordinatc intematiorul protocols,
conventions and treaties relating to fishcrics and
aguaculture;

(O rcgulate fish safety and quality in consultation with
relevant stakeholders;

G) identify, promote and undenake the devclopment of
appmpiaa fisheries and aquacultur€ infrastrucore;

(s) facilitsle investment in commercial fisheries and
aquculture, in collaboration with relevant agencies,
persons or bodies, including Govemment dcpartnents;

(t) pmmot€ the development and introduclion of appmpriate
technologies in aquaculturc productiou processing and

F€servation in collaboration with relevant stakeholders;
l6
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(u) identiS opportunities and promote all aspects of fisheries
and aquaculture marketing;

(v) anange and enter intojoint ventures or any other form of
investment arrangement for purposes ofperforming any of
its functions:

(w) coordinate and undertale monitoring, contsol and
surveillance ofall activities within the scope ofthis Act; and

(x) perform such olher dutics and functions consistent with
the provisions of this Act as may be necessary for tlre
fulfilment of the objecrives of this Act.

t. Chief Fbheriec Omcer
(l) The technical head of the Directorate of Fisheries

Resources appointed by the Public Service Commission shall be the
Chief Fisheries Officer.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall be a professional
officer in fisheries sciences and advisor to the Governmcnt in all
matterc rclated to the development and management of 6sheries and
aquaculture.

(3) The Chief Fisheries Olficer shall be responsible for the
administration of this Act and the exercise of the frrnctions of the
Dircctorate as provided for under l s Acl, including the issuance of
liccnces, permits and any other authorisations under this Act.

(4) Thc Chief Fisheries Officer may, in writing, delegarc the
exercise ofany of the powers and frrnctions conferred upon him or her
by this Act to an authorised officer.

(5) The Chief Fisheries Officer may. in writing, revoke or
vary any delegation made under subsection (4).

(6) The Chief Fisheries Officer may issue and publish circulars
and ditectives that are in conformity with the provisions of this Act for
the purposes of facililating the implernentation of this Act.
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Fisheries and Aguoa ture Technical Comminee

9. Firbericr rnd Aqurcollutr Tcchnlcrl Commircc
(l) Therc is established a Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical

Comminee within the Directorate of Fisheries Resources.

(2) The Comminee shall comprise of the following members
appoinrd by the Minister-

(a) the Chief Fisheries Officer, who shall be the Chairperson:

(b) orte reprcsentative of the Minisry responsible for trade.
nol below the level ofa principal officcr;

(c) otr r€Fesenlative of the Ministry responsible for water
and envimnmenq not below the level of a principal officer;

(d) onc rcprescnlalive of the Mioistry rcsponsible for local
govenuneots, not bclow the level ofa principal officer;

(e) onc r€poesentative ofthe Ministry responsible for finance,
not below the level ofa principal officer;

(f) one rcpr€sentative of the National Fisheries Research
lnstitution:

(g) a r€presenlative of th€ Ministry rcsponsible fior East

African Community, not below the level of a principal
officer:

(h) one r€pr€s€ntrtive from lhe fisheries private sector; and

O one reprcsenaative of the fisheries civil society
organisations.

(3) The Minister shall, in appointing the members of
the Commincc, ensure lhat tlrere is a balance of gender, skills and
cxperience among thc mcmbers.

(4) The Comminee shalt serve for a pcriod of two years,

renewable for ooe morc term only.
l8
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(5) The Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Comminee shall
be under the general guidance of the Minister.

10. Sccrctrry lo Couoittec
The Minister shall desigrate an ofhccr fmm the Dircctorate to be the

Secrctary to the Committee.

ll. Functionr of Coooittce
( I ) The Comminee shall ensure that fisheries and aquculture

resourccs are managed on a susuinable basis.

(2) Mlhout limiting the general effect of subscction (l), the
Comminee shal! advise the Minister. through the Chief Fisheries
Officer on-

(a) efrective planning, financing. co-ordination and service
delivery in the lisheries and aquaculture subsector;

(b) mechanisms for conflict resolution in the development and
management of fisheries and aquaculture: and

(c) the formulation of spocific measures for the 6sheries and
aquaculture management and development.

(3) Tbe Comminee shall prepare and submit to the Minister a
quarterly rcport ofall its activities.

12. Mectingr of Comoiatcc
The Comminee shall rcgulate its own procedure.

Fisheries Monitoring, Control ond Surveillonce Unit

13. Erteblbhoclt of Firhcriec Moaltoring Cootrcl rnd
Surveillrncc Unit
( | ) There is established a Fisheries Monitoring. Control and

Surveillance Unit within the Directorate of Fisheries Resourccs to
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protect 6sh ard their envirooment, fish products and aquatic flora
and fauna against fisheries malpracticcs. and generally to enforcc the
provisions of this Act and any other applicable law

(2) The Fistrcries Monitoring Conrol and Surveillarce Unit
shall oomprir persons appointed by the h^Dlic Service Commission and
rained by 0re Ugpda Peoples Defencc Foroes in para-military skills.

(3) The Minists may. in consultatioo with fie Minister
rsponsible for &fence, by stotutory instsument, mrke rcguluions for-

(a) the organisation and deployment of the Surveillance Unit;

(b) the frmctions and duties of members of the Surveillance
Unit;

(c) the terms and conditions of service. grades, ranks and
appointment and discipline of officers of the Suweillance
Unit;

(d) the description and issue of arms, arnmunition, accoutrc-
menls, uniformg authority cards and otlrct necessary
supplies to members of the Surveillance Unil; and

(e) mattcn relating generally to the good order and
administration of the Surveillance Unit.

t4. Fuactiolo of Fbhcricr Mooltorio& Cortrol .rd Survcilhlcc
Unit

The Fishcries Monitoring, Control and Surveillance Unit shall-

(a) monitor, control and carry out surveillance; inchding
enforcement of compliance with this Act and any olher
wrinen law relating to activilies under this Act;

(b) pmtect fish and their environmenq 6sh products and
aquatic flora and fauna agairst fisheries malpractices, and

(c) generally, enforce the provisions of thisAct.
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Powers of Fishcries Morriroilng, Con rol
and Svvelllance Unit

15. Powcr to dcneod D.me r[d rddrcu of oflcadcr or io rrrcrl
orfcidcr

When a pcrson is scen or found commining an offence or is reasonably
suspccted of having commitred an ofrence under fis Act, a m€mbcr
of the Surveillance Unit may demord his or h€r none ard cddrcss:
and if he or she rcfirscs to give that infornution or fails to give the
information to the satisfrction of the membcr of the Surveillance Unit,
or ifthe laner has reasonable gmunds for bclieving that unless anescd
the offender may escape or caurc an unreasonable amount of delay,
tsouble or expeme in being made answ€rable to ju$icc, hc or shc may
with or without warrant arrcst him or her immediately.

16. Powcn of iorpoction
The mcmbcrs ofthe Surveillance Unit shall have powers ofingpoctiou
which shall includc thc power te

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

require any person to podrrcc a liceme or permit:

inspect frshing gear, fish and fish pmducts, cxplosivc,
poisons and similar ircms;

rrquirc persoos to providc names and ad&esscs old
produce klentifi cation;

stop any vehicle, aircraft, vcsscl or olher means of
conveyance and enter and inspect aod requirc production
of maniGsts and similar docurnents ard ansrryen to
qwstions relating to cargo;

(e) immobilise a scized vehicle or vcssel to prcvent il fmm
being moved:

(f) scarch boggage:
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(g) requirc pcrsons to produce rccolds for inspoction and

copying;

(h) seize gear and other things suspected of being used in the

commission of an offence;

(i) seize fish and frsh prodrrcts suspected of having been or
attempled to have been reared. caught proccssed, exported
or imported illegally or possessed in contravention of the
law, or untt for human consumption;

C) demolish any constnrclion. banier or trap rhat appears
to have been erccted or constructed illegally. or uke
possession of it in the name of the Govcrnmentl and

(k) arrest. withoul warrant, any person supected ofcommitting
or having commined an offence under this Act.

17. Powcr to enler rnd scrrcb
(l) Whenever a member of the Surveillarrce Unit suspects that

any person has commined an ofrence against this Act, he or she may-

(a) inspect and search or authorise any person subordinate to
him or her lo inspect and search any baggage. package,
vehicle. vessel, tent. prcmises or property belonging to
or occupied by that person or to anyone in his or her
employment, and if therc is found, as a cons€quence
of the search, any fish, dried fish, fish product. vessel

engine. net, line, bosket or appliance appearing to havc
been obtained or to be possessed itr contravention of lhis
Act, seize. detain and deal with the item in accordance
wirh rhis Act:

(b) cnter onto or inlo any land, building camp, tenl, vehicle.
aircraff, vessel or other conveyanc€:
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(c) require persons to prducc records for inspection and
coPyrng;

(d) seiz€ gear and other thing suspccted of being used in the
commission of an ofrence:

(e) seizc 6sh and 6sh products suspectcd of having bccn or
anempted to have boen reared, caugh( proccsscd, exported
or imported illegally or posscssed in contwcntion of thc
law, or unfit for human consumption;

(0 demolislr any slruclure, bsnier or trap that has been
crected or conslructed illegrlly. or take possession of it in
the name of the Govemmenl: and

(g) arr€s! withoul warant, any pcnlrln suspccted ofcommining
or haviog coormined an offence under this Act.

12) A member of the Surveillance Unit may seize anythhg
under the powers confened on him or her by this section. wlrcthcr or
not lhe owner can bc found and the officer may-

(a) break opcn any hold, conoiner or cdnpartrn€nl;

(b) use any dala processing syslem found on the premirs;
and

(c) reprodrre any record in the form ofa priotout and take it

(3) A member of the Surveillance Unit slull exercisc tho
powers of anest in rcordance with the Criminal Pmccdurc Code Act.

l& Powcaolhol prnuil
The powers of thc Survcillance Unit shall inclu& thc power, aflcr
hot pursuit and prsuant to Uganda's rights uder intcmatioml laq
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!o bosrd a foleign or Ugandan vessel ouBide lhe fishing waters and
to bring that vessel back within the fishing waters if the authorised
officer has rcasonable grounds to suspect lhat the vessel has been used

to commit an offence within the fishing wateB.

19. Scrrcb werrroa
A member of the Surveillance Unit shall not exercisc the powers of
entry under section l6 in rcspect of a dwelling house without a warant
ohained fiom a magistrate, after satisfying lhe court lhat the warant
is necessary to make a search.

20, Autboriscd oftcerr lo hrve powerr of public ptrlccutor
ln any prosecution for an olfence against this Act. an authoriscd
officer may. subjecl lo the exprcss directions of the Director of Public
Pmsecutions. have and exercise all the powers of a public prosecutor
appointed by the Director of Public Prosecutions under section 223 of
the Magislrates Courts Act.

21. Ure of lortc
A member of the Surveillance Unit may use reasonable force to carry
out searches and seizurcs and may. aier notifying the local authorities.
ercct temporary barriers on roads for rhe purpose of making searches
of vehicles and persons.

t2. ldcori0crtioo olocobcrolSurcilbme Uolr
ln the course ofexercising any powers undcr this Part, a member of
the Surveilhnce Unit shall-

(a) on demand; prcduce official identification showing him or
her to bc a member of the Surveillance UniU and

(b) provide a uritten rcceipt for any fish or goods seized by
him or her undcr this Act.
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P,crr lll-Rou oi Locer Govenr.ruems

2U2t

23. Mrndrto ol lXrtclontc ln rcbthl lo hcd 3ovcrnrcatr
For the purposes of emuring the implenrnution of national policies
with rcspoct to the fishcdes subseclor and adherence to pedormancc
slsndsrds by local governments and in rcordame wi$ $c Locrl
Govemmcnts Act, the Directorate slrall bc rcsponsible for-

(a) inspecting, monitoring urd co,odinating of Govemmcnt
initiatives aod policics in thc Gsheries subscctor as they
apply to local Bovemm€nls:

(b) co-ordimting and advising persons and organisations in
reluior lo fistreries projects involving direct relations with
local governmenb; and

(c) assisting in the provision of technical advhe, support,
supervision and raining o local govemme,nls io emble
them to cary out the delivery of fisheries scwices in thcir
respoctive areas, and to &velop their capocity ro matugc
fisheries resources.

24. Fuoctiom of locrl govcrnncrtr
A local government shall-

(a) collaborac, through lalce manrgcnrent orgmisatiom lo
ensurc thc sustoinable maugenEnt of fisherirx on shaled
lakes:

(b) mamge the fisheries rrsounces within their juridiction
under the guidance of the Chicf Fisheries Officcr;

(c) coordinate the developnent of aqurulture within their
juridiction;
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(d) participatc in the planning and dcvelopment offish landing
sites;

(e) make bylaws and ordinances for sustainable fisheries and
aquaculture management;

(f) where there are no lake managcrncnt organisations.
collaborate with landing sitc fisheries managcmcnt
comminees as partnem in thc management of minor
lakesl

(S) in consultation with the rclevant ministries, dcpartmenls
and agcncies, identify activilies in lhe catchment area
of any lake or water body that lie entircly within its
administrative boundarics and which may impact on the
biodiversity ofthe lake or water body or on the livelihoods
of persons who depend on fisheries and. in relation to
those activities, incorporate into local development plans.
measur€sr including those relating to land use and natual
resources, to prevent or mitigate such impacts;

(h) develop a disrict Fishcries and Aquaculturr Management
Plan which shall be in consonance with the relevant
Fisheries and Aquaculturc Sector Stsategic Plan:

(D perform fisheries and aquacullure related tasks conferrcd
by this Act or any othcr law; and

0) perform such functions as may bc delegated by the Chief
Fisheries Officer under this Act.

25. Dbtrica Fbberier Of8cc
(l) A Disrict Council shall, in accordance with the Local

Govemments Act establish a District Fisheries Office.
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(2) A District Scrvice Commission shall appoint a Disuict
Fishedes Officer and such other officers, as may bc required for thc
proper functioning of the District Fisheries Office.

26. Froctioor of lXrrid Firborio Ottccr
( I ) The fuctions of I District Fisheries Officer are-

(a) io co-ordioale with the Direclorate ud other r€levut
srakcholders on matl€ts relariog to fuhcdes cnd
aq''^Culture;

(b) to advisc and guidc thc District Council on all mattcrs
relating to fisheries and aqurutture;

(c) to scnsitise, promote, guide and spport the estoblishment
and operation of landing site fisherhs mamgemilt
comminees and lalce mamgemcnt oryanisations;

(d) to providc t€chnacal guidance ard collaboratc in thc
collection, analysis, use, storage ald tmfer of fishcrhs
datr orld infomation for mamgement prposcs and to lir*,
dE dau !o wider information rmnagemeot systcms and
development planning sysrcms of the local governrnent;

(e) to provide such information to the Dir€ctorate as may be
required for the purposes of fishcries managcmcnt and
aqurulture development;

(f) to provide technical guidance and collaborate with
rclevant strlcholders in thc developncnt of fishcries
managemcnt and aquaculturc development stratcgie;

(g) to supporl and promote cxteosion and other rclatcd
services in the developrncnt and povision of odvisory
services; including reseorch relaling !o fisheries and
aqrlrcultule;
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(h) to ensur€, in collaboration with lake rnarugement
organisations and landing site fisheries managemenl
committees, drat this Act and the r€Bulations made uoder
it are enforced; and

(D to ensure. in collaboration with lake mamgement
organisations. fishing communities, civil society
organisations and landing site fisheries management
comminees that licences and permits required under this
Act are obained.

(2) ln addition to any report frled by the District Fisheries
Officer undcr any wrinen law, a District Fisheries Officer shall submit
a quarterly repoa to the Chief Fisheries Officer on activities relating to
Gsheries management in the District.

(3) A District Fistreries Officer who contravenes subsection (2)
commits an ofrence and is liable. on conviction, to a fine not exceeding
one thousand curency poinB or to imprisonment not exceeding six
monlhs or both.

PAnr lV-Susunun r. Uss rrp Mauceucm
or l'rsrrcnrrs lNo AetAcult uRr Resoncns

27. Firhcrir rcgulrtioo rld cootml
(l) The regulation and contml of fisheries and aquaculture

activities including monitoring and surveillance of all water bodies,
6sh handling storage and pmcessing facilities, 6sh nurkets. roads, air,
cnry and exit border poinB shall be under the Dircctorate of Fisherics
Resources.

(21 The Dir€ctonte of Fisheries ncsr)urces shall, in the
performance of its functions under subsection ( I ). consult the relevanl
Govemment minisries, departmenls and agencies, as appropriate.

28



Bill No 20 Fisheries and Aquacultutt Bill 202t

(3) Any activity related to 6shing, fish moverrcnl and fistr
marketing of unreported and unrecorded fisheries and dealing in
undersize fish is prohibited under this Act.

2t. Fbhcrhrco-meo.gemcrtstructures
The Minister shall. by rcgulations, establish and prcscribe firnctions
of fisheries co-management committees from the landing site up to
nationa! level with linkages to the rcgional level including-

(a) landing site fisheries management committee;

(b) subcounty fisheries management committeet

(c) district Gsheries management committee;

(d) lake wide fisheries management sommittees:

(c) national fisheries [Enagement comminees: and

(f) regional fisheries management committee.

Susloinable Fisheries ond Aquacultwe Monagement

29. lnformetion end plrnning
The Chief Fisheries Officer shall issue guidelines dircctions in
consultation with the Minister to local govemments, lake management
oryanisations, landing site fisheries management committee and civil
society organisarions rclating to-

(a) the collection, analysis. use, transfer and sorage of
fisheries and aquaculture information; and

(b) social, economic and environmental information for
the purposes of effective and susainable fisheries and
aquaculture management and planning.
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tl). Firhcrio end Aqueculturt Sccaor Sar.tcSic PLot
The Minister slull cause to be prepared by the Direclomte, in
consultation with the relevant stakeholders. Fisheries and Aquaculture
Sector Stmtegic Plans, which shall be public docurnents and the
framework for the implementation of the National Fi$eries and
Aquaculturc Policy and prcgrammcs of Government.

31. Firhcrie rnd Aquecutturc MeorScr.Gra Sarrac3/
( I ) Ttrere stull be a Fisheries Aquaculture Managernent

Strategy for erh lake.

(2) Where a lake management oryanisation has been
c$sblished in rcspect ofa lake, thc lake management organisation shall
be rcspomible for thc prcparation of ttre Fisheries and Aqurulture
Managenrcnt Strategy as part of the Lakc Management Plan.

(3) The Fisheries and Aquaculture Mamgemenl Slratcgy
shal!-

(a) contain a description of the area covered:

(b) include a statement ofobjectives;

(c) idcnti$ the main threats to and opportunities for fisheries
and aquaculturc rrsourc€s and livelihoods. ircluding
enviroilncntal threats;

(d) define informarion needs for rcsearch;

(e) considcr fie extent to which measu€s can be laken to
minimise the impact of 6sheries and aquaculture rtivitics
on lhe environmcnl;
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(f) comply with the relevant Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector
Srategic Plan, the National Fisheries and Aquaculture
Policy and this Act;

(g) contain a description of the management measures and
activities to be underlakeu

(h) set out the requirements and procedures goveming the usc
ofand access to fisheries and aquaculture resources; and

(i) specifr its duration and the requircment for periodic
review.

t2. Purpore ol Ficherac! rnd Aqurcultorc Mrorgalcol
Slrrtcsr
(l) A Fisheries and Aqurulture Management Stratery shall

give effect to lhe Fisheries subsector Srategic Plan, appl icable national
policies and the provisions of this Act.

(2) A draff of each Fisheries and Aquaculnre Management
Strategy shall be submined to the Chief Fisheries Ofhcer for
verification of its compliance with subsection ( I ).

(3) Where, in rhe opinion of the Chief Fisheries Officer. a drah
Fisheries and Aquaculture Management Strategr submitted to him or
her under subseclion (2) does not comply with the requirements of
subsection (t), tlrc Chief Fisheries Officer shall retum the Fisheries
and Aquaculture Management Strategy lo lhc lake mamgement
oryanisation which submined the shategy. for revision and amcndnrent.

33. Trror-bouoderybka
Tlre Chief Fisheries OItcer shall c@perate with lake msmgement
organisations and fisheries management organisations at international,
regional. national levels. local governments and landing site fisheries
management committces in Oe management of ransboundary
resources.
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34. Prcpontion of Firhcricr eod Agrrculturc Mrnrgcoent
Plrns eod Slntcgicr

Every Fistreries and Aquaculture Management Plan and Strategy shal!
be prcpaled in a consultative manner and in accordance with guidelines
issued by the Chief Fisherics Officer.

35. Mrorgcmcnl end dcvelopncot ollrlunl 0rhcrics ncrouncoi
slock
(l) The Minister shsl!, by regulations, prescribc methods and

prooesies for thc managemert and devclopment of narural fisheries
rcsources slock.

(2) Subject to subsection (l), the Chief Fisheries Officer
shall-

(a) develop a fishcries managemeot ard dcvelopment plan
for the mtural fisheries rcsources for each existing and
id€otified potential fshcries public waler body and where
applicable, develop a species spocific plm;

(b) conduct and coordinate stock assessmen! fisheries frame
suweys, fisheries cotch assessment exercises, ard manage
and disseminatc tlre resultant databoscs;

(c) manage and coordinate the removal of physical or naural
baniers on public wrrer bodies that may impcdc thc
productioq management and development of fisheries
from such waters;

(d) devclop managem€nt and oontlol measures for zustainable
prodrrction and devclopment of the natural fislrcries
ttsoupes:

(e) plan, sct up and coordioate o&managemcnt strucntres
for the effective involvement of 6shing communities,
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traders. processors and exporters in the management and
devetopment of the 6sheries;

(f) institute and manage closed fishing grounds, demarcating
and management of 6sh breeding and spawning grounds.
and establishment and management of natural fisheries
protection parkq and

(g) control and regulate all activities perraining to fisheries
production and development

(3) '[he Chief Fisheries Officer shall, in each linancial year.
prcpare a comprehensive slatus report on fisheries resources which
shall include data on the annual fisheries production.

36. Meargeoent of trhiog ceprcity
(l) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall. in consultation with

the Minister, through the issuance of licences. control entry to the
fisheries and determine the maximum allowed fishing effort in each
water body. based on available scientific data and where lhere is no
data, a precautionary approach shall be applied.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall licence 6shers by species
and shall specify th€ gear type. size and number for each targa species
based on the state ofsock.

t1. Lendio3 riler
(l) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, in consulution with

local govemments and otlrer stakeholders, eslablislL by notice in the
Guette. landing sites thrcughout Uganda.

(2) A landing site shall be a clearly defned area adjacent to a
water body that is used principally for fisheries purposcs.

(3) 'lte Govemment may, subject be the Constitution, acquire
all gazened landing sites in trust for the people of Uganda.
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(4) Activities at a hnding site and on the related land, buildings
and facilities shall includc the landing offish from fishing vessels and
fi$ transport vehicles, and the onward processing and sale of fish.

(5) The Chief Fisheries Officer shal! caurrc io be collectcd.
fishing lading dao and information data from all gazencd landing
sites.

(6) The Minister man by rcgulations. prescdbe additional
requirements for landing sites.

(7) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall issue guidelines for Oe
establishment and closure of landing sites.

Penr V-LrceNcs lNo Penmts

3t Probibition oJ fubcria eod equrcullurc rcrMihr rillout
liccncc or pcruit

A person slull not cogage in any fsheries or aquctlture activity
widrout the relevant licencc or permit issued by the Chief Fisheries
Officer under this Act.

39. Applhrtlor lor lhencc or pcrnil
(l) An application for a liccncc or permit undcr this Act shall

be in the manner prescribed by rcgulatioos.

(2') Subject to this Act, the Chief Fisheries Officcr may. on
application being made in the prescribed manner and on payment of
the prcscriH fee, issue to an applicant a licence or permit in such
manner and subject to such conditions as the Chief Fislrcrie.s Officer
may deem 6t.

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, in determining an
application for a licence or permit, have regard to thc purposes of this
Act, the Fisheries subscctor Strategic Plan and the relevanl Fishcries
and Aquaculture Managernent Straregy.
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.(). Firbing veroc! liceoce
( | ) A vessel shall not be used for fishing unless-
(a) the vessel is rcgistered under lhe Vessels (Registration)

Act; and

(b) tlrere is in force, in r€spocl of that vessel, a valid fshing
vessel licence.

(2) The owner and crew of a vessel used in contravention
of subsection (l) each commit an offence and are each liable, on
conviction, to a frne not exceeding five thousand culr€ncy points or
imprisonmart for a term not exceeding three years. or bolh.

41. Firhing veocl licence cooditions
( | ) Afshing vessel licence may be subject to gencral or special

conditions and shall have a unique fishing vessel identification plate
for the vessel to wbich it relates as may be pescribcd by regulations.

(2) The owner and crcw of a vessel used in contsavention of
any condition relating to the fishing vessel licence, each commit ao
offence and are each liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding thrce
thousand curency points or to imprisonment for a tem nol excceding
three years, or both.

42. Fbh trrnrport licence
(l) A vessel, or vehicle shall not be used to transport fish

unlesg-
(a) the vessel or vehicle is registered under the Vessels

(Regislration) Act or the Traffic and Road Safety Act 198
respectively: and

(b) thae is in force in respect ofthat vessel or vehicle. a valid
fish transport liccnce.

(2) The owner and crew ofa vessel or vehicle which transports
6sh without a valid 6sh ransport licence contrary to subsectioo (l) or
in breach of any condition applicable to the liceirce each commit an
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ofrence and are each liable, on conviction, to a 6ne not exceoding five
thousaod cunency points or to imprisonmant for a term not exceeding
tluee yean, or both.

43. Fish tnde liccoce
(l) A person shall not t.ade in 6sh or fisheries products unless

he or she is in possession of a valid 6sh trade licence issued by the
Chief Fisheries Officer.

(2) A person who trades in fish without a 6sh trade licence
commits an ofrcnce and is liable, on convaction, lo a 6ne not exceeding
6vc thousand currency points or to imprisorunent not exceeding thrce
years, or both.

U. Firh rtorrge frcility liccncc
( I ) A person shall not storc fish or fisheries products unless he

or slre is in posscssion ofa valid 6sh storage facility licence issued by
the Chief Fisheries Ofrcer.

(2) A person who stoles 6sh without a 6sh slorage licence
commits an offence and is liable. on conviction. to a finc nol exceeding
6ve thousand currcncy points or to imprisonment not exceeding three
yeers" or both.

45. Prohibitioo of forc[n 6rlir3 vcgck
(l) A foreign fishing vcsscl shall not be used for commercial

fishing in the warcrs of Uganda.

(2) A pemon who contravenes subsection (l) commis an
offence and is liable, oo conviction lo a 6ne not exceeding 6ve thousand
curtemy points or to imprisonrnent not exceeding three years or both.

$, Firh oovencnl ponlt
( I ) A person shall mt, for purposes of rade, move 6sh or fish

products from one place lo anothcr unless he or she is in possession of
a valid movement permit issued by the Chief Fisheries Officcr.

,6



Bill No. 20 Fisheries and Aquacultwe Bill 202t

(2) The Chief Fishcries Ofrcer moy delegorc the powcr to
issw a movement permit urder subeoctioo ( I ) to a local governmcnt.

(3) A pcrson who, for purposes of trade, moves 6sh without a
fish moverncnt permit comrnie an ofrcncc ald is liable. on convic'tiott,
to a 6ne not excccding two thousard curelrcy points or lo imprisonment
nol excceding one year, or both.

(4) Thc holder of a 6sh movcment pcmit shall couse the
permit to be caried and exhibited ar all limcs.

(5) A fislr movemcnt permit shdl be in thc form prescribod by
regulations.

47. Fbhlqcorlro! pcmlt
( I ) A person shall not urdcrlake 6shing without a valid fishing

contlol permit issued by the Chicf Fishcrics Olficer.

(2) For the prposes of subcccrio (l), evcry pcrson who is
present on board a vcssel engaged in conmercial fishing is docmed to
be un&rtaking fishing and shall bc in possession of a 6shing contrcl
permit.

(3) A commercial 6shing pcnnit is mt transferable, except in
the manner prescribod by rcgulatiom.

(4) A person who uldertakcs fislring in contravention of this
section commits an olfence and is liable, on convictioo, to a 6nc
not exceeding two thousand cu.rercy points or to imprisoruncnt mt
excceding onc ycar, or both.

(5) tury 6sh found on bo6rd the vesscl ofa persoo clurgcd
with an offence under this section shall bc forfeatod to thc Covcmrrcnt.

(6) Unless the contrary is provcd, thc owncr ofa frshing vesscl
used for comnrcrcia! fishing oontrary to this section slrall be deemed
also to have committcd an ofrence undcr this section.
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Special Permlts

,lt Rererrch 0rhiog perrit
(l) A person shall not undertake rcsearch fishing without a

valid research fishing permit issued by the Chief Fisheries Ollicer.

(2) The Minister may, by nolice in the Cazette. exempt any
public institution or penbn from the requirement under subsection ( I ).

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, before issuing a research
fishing permit under this section-

(a) consult the relevant local governmenls and the lake
rnanagement organisation with responsibility for the lake
ol warcr body on which the research is proposed to be
conducted; and

(b) luvc regard to the Fisheries and Aquacultue Sector
Stmtegic Plan and the purposes of this Act.

(4) A research frshing permit granted under this section-
(a) shall specift the water body or rrater bodies on which the

research fishing is permitad;

(b) shall be valid for a period ofup to one yearand is renewable;

(c) shal!. where it is issrcd to I person who is not a citizen
of Uganda include a condition that at least one Ugandan
scienlist must bc included in the rcsearch project to which
tlre pcrmit relates, al the expense of tlrc person to whom
the permit is issued;

(d) shall roquire the rcsearch findings and dala to be
communicoted !o the Chief Fisheries Officer within a
spociGed period:

(e) may impose such terms and conditions as the Chief
Fisheries Officer considers 6t;

(f) shall be issued on the payment ofa poescribed fee; and

(g) may permit the use of prohibited 6shing gear and methods.
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(5) For thc purposes of this soction *rcsearch 6$ing" rneans
fishing for scicntific or experimcntal purposcs and inchdcs thc
collcction of 6sh for museums.

(6) A pcrson who udenafes rcseorch fishing wihout a
research fishing pemit commits or ofienoe ard is lioble, on oonvictiou
!o a 6rle not €xceoding one thor.sand currcrrcy poins or to imprisonmal
mt exceeding six monlhq or both.

49. Oroemcntd ffrhl4 pcmll
( l) A persoa shall nol engagc in fishing for omomental fish

without a valid omamentd fishing pcrmit issued by thc Chief Fisherics
Officer.

(2) A person who engages in fislring for ornamcnul 6slr
without an oaramentol fshing pcrmit commits ur offenoe ald is lioblc,
on convictinn, to a 6nc not cxceeding om tlrcuand cunemy points or
to imprisonment not €xoeeding ooc ycar, or both.

50. Aqurriur pcrtll
( I )A person shal! not kcep an aqurium without a valid aquarium

permit issnod by the Chief Fisherics Olficer.

(2) A pcrson who keeps an aquarium without an aquarium
permit commis an offcncc and is tiable, oo convictioq to a 6m
not exceoding onc thousand curcncy poins or io imprisonment mt
excccding orc ycar, or both.

51. Rccrcrtlorel 0rhiry pcruit
(l) A person shall not engage in rccrEalional fshing without

a r€creational fishing permit issued by the Chicf Fislrcrics Officcr.

(2) The Chief Fistreries Officcr may &legate the powcr to
issw a recreational fishing permit under subcoction (l) to thc Uganda
Wildlife Authority.
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(3) A person who engages in recreational fishing without
a recrcational lishing permit commits an ofrence and is liable. on
conviction, lo a fine not exceeding 6ve hundred curency poinls or to
imprisonment not exceeding six months. or hth.

52. Permib for stockatr& lrrosfcr rnd iolroduclioo of 0rh rod
rquetic plentr
(l) A person shall not. without a valid permit issued by the

Chief Fisheries Officpr-

(a) stock 8 water body with live 6sh, whether taken from that
or any other water body:

(b) transfer live fislr from one water body to another: or

(c) introduce any non-native fish species into thc 6shing wates.

(2) For the purposes ofthis section, a reference to a water body
in the context of stocking that water body or transferring live fsh to
it, does not include the stocking ofor transhr offish to an aquacultur€
facility.

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, in determining an
application undcr this scction-

(a) consult with local govemmenrs, the lake management
organisation and the landing site fislreries management
committee responsible for the affected water body or
bodies: and

(b) have rcgard io the purposB of this Act, the Fisheries
and Aquaculturc Scctor Strategic Plan and the relevant
Fisheries and Aqumulture Mamgcment Strategy.

(4) The Chief Fisheries Officcr shall not issue a permit under
0ris seclion where tlrere arc reasonable grounds to believe rhat the
introduction transfer or gocking of mtive or non.native species may
harm native fish stock. livelihoods, biodiversity or the envimnment.
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(5) A pemit issued under this soction shall be ut{ect to snch
general and specific conditions as mry bc prescribod in the pcrmit,
and as may bc necessary to safegurd native llslr stock, livelihoodq
biodiversity and the envircnment.

(6) A peron who conbavctrcs subsection (l), or who faits
lo comply with thc conditions of a permit issrrcd urder thas scction
commits an ofrence and is liable, on cooviction, to a frne not exceoding
ten thoussrd cuFcncy points or to imprisorurrcot not exceedirg scven
yeoE, or bofi.

!t3. Locd 0rbio3
Local fishing shdl be rcgulated in rcodamc with the Locnl
Govemments Act, subjcct to any resbictions imposod by thc Chicf
Fisheries Ofrcer as may bc rcquired to give effect io thc rclevant
Fishedes and Aquaculrure Management Sraie$r or ro minimisc thoeas
to 6sheries resources not provided for in the Fisheries and Aqrreulture
Management Strategy.

Gewral Prcvlsions Reloting to Licerces otd Permits

54. Duntior rod fora ol llcrrccr erd pctrltr
( I ) A licence issued rm&r this Act shall be valid for a calcndrr

year ad slull bc in a fom and subjrrr o conditiong eittrr gpnerrlly or
in rcspoct of any Frticular lioence, as moy bc pescribod by regulatiom"

12) A pcrmit issued u&r this Act shall bc valid for thc period
speci6ed in the permit.

55. Liccocc or pcnat ooa ao bc bornoocd
( | ) A person slrall not bormw or use a licence or pemit issucd

to any otlrer person.

(2) A pcrson who contravers srbeoction (l) commits an
offence and is liable, on convictioo to a fim not cxccoding om thosand
cunrncy pointt or to impdsonmeot mt cxoeeding one ycar, or bolh.

4l



Bitl No 20 Fishertes and Aquculrure Bill 2021

56. Pmcedrrc oo loer ol ticcrrcc or ptruit
Wherc a licence or permit issued under lhis Act is accidentally
dcstroyed, defaced or lost. the Chief Fisheries OIIicer rnay, if satisfied
as to the destruction, defacement or loss of tlre licence or permit, and

on payment of the prescribed fee, issue to lhe person a certificate
setting out the purpose and effect of the liccnc€ or permit. and reciting
the dcsnrction, defacement or loss. and the cenificate shall have the
same force and effect as the original licence or permit.

37. Powcr ao trslricl numbcr of licenccs rod pennib
The Chief Fisheries Olfcer man with the appoval of rhe Ministcr.
by notice in trc Gueue and in a newspaper of national circulation,
limit the number of all or any of the liccnces or permits which may be

issued under this Act. either generally or in respect of any panicular
waleB or area of Uganda.

5& Dirphy rnd productioo of liccnce rod pcroitc
(l) A licensee shall keepon board his or her vessel or carry his

or her licence on him or her whenever and whercver he or she engages
in the activities authorised by or under the licencc and shall produce
the liccncc on demand for examination by an authorised omcer to
enable the authorised ofrcer !o ascertain the name and address of the
licensee, the date of issue of the licence and the competent body by
which it was issued.

(2, The hol&r of a permit shall display or carry his or her
permit on him or her whenever and wherever he or she engages in the
ctivities authorised by or under fi€ permit and shall produce a valid
permit on demurd for examimtion by an authorised officer to enablc
the authoriscd officer to asccrtain the mme and addrcss of the holder
of dr permit. lhc date of assue of the permit and the competent body
by which it was issued.

59. Prohibilaoo of lnorfcr or mcigomcot of liccrcc or pcruit
(l ) A licence or permit is persoml to the holder of the licencc

or pcrmit and shall not bc transfered or assigned.
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(2) Any pcrson who ransfcrs or assigrs a licencc or pcrmit to
any other person commits an offcnce and is liablc, on convaction, to a
6rc not exceeding one thousard curency pointq or to imprisonnrnt
for a exceeding one year, or both ond the liccnce or pcrmit slull bo
decmed to have becn cancellod as and fmm thc daa of the puportcd
bansfer or assignmenl.

60. Crocclhtloo of 6rhiog vcercl lheocc on cbm3c of vccol
owocrrhip
( t ) Where thcrc is a changc of ownerhip of the vessc! during

the validity period of the fishing vcsscl liccnce, the persDn to whom
the licence was issncd shal! surrcldcr thc liccme to the Chief Fishcrics
Offcer, who shall cancel the licencc ond the ncw owncr shall aply for
a licence under this Act.

(2) Any person who purports b lrorufer or assigrr a 6dring
vessel liceirce commits an ofrence and is liable, on convictioru to a 6r
mt exceeding 6ve thousand cunqry points, and thc liccnce shall be
doemed to have bcen canoelled as ond fiom the dar of the Freodcd
transfer or assignment.

(3) ln any pmcoedings uder this Act" the mnr of any pcrsor
appearing in any valid fishing vessel licencc shall be prima frie proof
that ilut penon is thc owncr of lhe fishing vessel in rcspoct of which
the licence was issucd.

6t. Verietion of liccnccl rld pcrrilr
The Chief Fisheries Ofrccr may vary a liceme or pcrmit-

(a) on the r€guest of the hol&rof thc liccrre or pcrmit, subjcct
to srrch corditixrs as thc Chief Fi$eries Officer considcrs
rppopdotct ol

(b) if it is rcasorubly nec€ssary for the effcctivc managern€ot
of fishing oclivitaes, the conscrvatam or managcrncnt of
6sherics rcsourccs or for the economic benefrt of Uganda
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62. Srrpenrioo eld croccllrlioo of licctccr rnd pcrmitr
( | ) The Chief Fisheries Ollicer may suspend or cancel a

licence or permit-

(a) ifthe holder oftlre licence or permit has been convicted of
an ofrencc under this Act and sentenced to a penalty not
exceeding five hundrcd currency points or to imprisonmenl
for a term not exceeding six months, or both;

O) if the licence or permit was granted in eror or on the basis
of false or misleading information; or

(c) if there is a serious or rcpeated breach of any of the
conditions of the liceme or permit issuod under this Act.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officcr shall, before suspending or
rcvoking or camelling a licence or permit under subsection (l) givc
the licensee or permir holder fourteen days'notice requiring him or her
to give rcasons, if any, why his or her liccnce or permit should not be
suspended or cancelled.

63. Regirten
(l) Thc Chief Fisheries Officcr shall keep the following

regislers-

(a) a Fishing Vessel Reg,ister;

(b) a Liceoce Regisrer; ard

(c) a Permit Regiser.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall. by notice in tte Goeue,
appoint the places at which the rcgisters shall be located and state the
houn when they shall be open for inspection by the public during
uorking hours.
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Pnnr Vl-fuowanoN or AouAcurrtnE

64. Regulrtion of rgueculturc prrctaceg
The Chief Fisheries Olhcer shall, in collaboration with relevant
stakeholders, rcgulate aquaculture in Uganda and approve all
aquaculrure establishments.

65. Firh brcodiog permir
(l) A person, institutaon, organisstion or establishment shall

not engage in fish breeding without a fish breeding permit issued by
the Chief Fisheries Officer.

(2) A person or establishment intending to cany our frsh
breeding shall apply lo thc Chief Fisheries Officcr for a fish breeding
permir in rhe manner prescribed by regulations.

(3) A fish brceding permit shall be issued on paymenr of rhc
prescribed fee.

(4) Where the Chief Fisheries Officer refuses to granr a fish
breeding permit he or she shall communicate in writing, lhe reasons
for the refusal.

6. Prrvision of rdcquaac merrutrs for confincmenl
A person, institution, organisation or esublishment shall not cary our
aquaculture without adequate measur€s for confnement of the 6sh to
pr€vent escape from the establishment.

67. Eovirormeotrl end rocir! imprcl mercmenl
A person or establishment shall not engage in aquaculture for
commercial purposes without carrying out the relevant environmental
and social impact assessment in accosdance wilh the National
Environment Act. 2019.

6t Srfcty eod qudity oeerurtr
(l ) A person engaged in the commraion of an aquacultue

esablisfunent shall-
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(a) coru ruct the aquaculturc hcility in such a manner as lo
ensurc the safety and quality of the live 6sh and oshcry
products and the envimnment; and

(b) put in place sanitary measures in a manner pescribcd by
rcgulations to ensurc hcalth for 6sh and othcr animals
and aqr.ratic plants, safety and qulity of products and
protection of the cnvimnmcnl.

69. Prwcltioo md coolrol of contmhertr eod olbcr dbcrrc.
c.udng r8cltr
(l) A person or esbblishment engaged in aquacultur€ shal!

not practice aqueulturc without having in place nreasurcs to prevent
ald control contamirunts urd other disease+ausing ag€nts arising
from the air, soil. watcr, fecd, Grtiliscrs, fish stoch veterinary drugs.
and agricultural chemicals including pesticides or any other source of
cootamimnts.

(2) All pcrsons aod establishmenr engaged in aquaculture
shall comply wilh the standard sanitary measues for oquaculture
prescribed by guidelines isswd by the Chief Fisheries Officer.

70. Aqurcultrtt llccncc
(l) A person shall not engage in commercial sq,lculture

withoul I valid aquaculture licence issrrd by the Chicf Fishcries
Offcer.

(2) This scction docs not apply to subsisrcnce aquaculture.

(3) A person who contravems subscctioo ( I ) commits an
ofrence and is liablc, on conviction. to a fine not exceeding five
thousand cur€ncy poins or to imprisooment mt excerding thrce
years, or both.
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71. Applicrtaoo for rqurcullurc cstrblirhment licencc
(l) An application for an aquaculturc establishment licence

shall be made in the prescribed form to the Chief Fisheries Ofrcer and
shall be ecompanied by the prcscribed application fee.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, in determining an
application under this section, have rcgard io the pueoses of this Act
and lo the Fishcries and Aquaculture Sector Strateg,ic Plan.

(3) The Chief Fisheries Olhcer shall, before determining
an application under this section, carry out such coosultations, in
accordance with such prccedures as may be prescribed by rcgulations.

(4) The procedures under subsection (3) may requirc the costs
of. and ancillary to consultation, to be bome wholly or partly by the
applicanr.

(5) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall not issue a licence under
lhis section unless he or she is satisfied that-

(a) the applicant has the legal right to occupy any land rcquired
for the operation ofthe aquaculture facility, and to use thc
land for that purpose;

(b) the applicant has the legal right to abstract or use any rryater

required for the operation of lhe aquaculture facility and to
discharge any waste waler or eIfiuent from that facility;

(c) the applicant has complied with the National Environment
Act, 2019 and any other applicable wrilten lawt and

(d) the applicant has the necessary skills and expericnce;
either personally or lhrough the employment of suitably
qulified staff, to operare lhe aquaculturc facility in a
manner Oat will not harm the environment fish in adjacent
or connected walers, or th€ qualily of those waters.
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72. Condilioor ol rqrrcrdaurc crtrblirbncrl llccocc
(I) An aquaculture licence may contain such conditions as the

Chief Fi$eries Officer considers necessary to ensur€ lhc proteclion
of the environment and 6sh in adjacent or coonected waters including
condirions relating to-

(a) the specio's and quantitie of 6sh that may be introduced
into a particular aquaculture frility:

(b) thc stnrcture, equipment and maintenance practices
pcrtaining to dut aquaculrure facility;

(c) measur€s r€hting to the health of fish maintrined within
the aquaculnre facility, including th€ use of any drugs or
pharmaceutical applications;

(d) the types offeed lhat may be used; and

(c) thc disposal ofdead 6s[ waste or other materials resulting
from aquaculture.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, in determining rhe
conditions to bc included in an aqurculture licence, have regard to
guidelines as may be issued by thc Minister.

(3) An aquaculrure licence is nor trmsferable without rhe
writtcn consent of tlrc Chief Fistrcrics Officer.

(4) A person who operates an aquaculturc facility in breach of
the conditiors of thc relevant a4uaculturc permit commits an offerre
arrd is liable, on cooviction, to a 6ne not excceding five thousand
curency poins or lo imprisonmenl not exceeding thrce years or both.

73. Allcntaonr lo cornmariel equecullurc hcility
A commrcial aquculnre frility shall not be altcrcd without the
prior conscnt in writing of the Chief Fisheries Officer.
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74, Aqurculture not lo impeir other ectivitier
The Chief Fisheries Officer shall, in collaboration with local
governments and other relevant bodies ensure that-

(a) the development of aqurulturc is ecologically sustainable
and allows the rational use of the rcsource shared by
aquacultue and other activities;

(b) the livelihood. culture and rraditions of local communities
and their access to fishing grounds are not affected by
aquaculture dcvelopment; and

(c) the siting of aquaculture facilities does not deprive local
communities of access to 6shing grounds.

73. Noticcofcpidcmhdhcrc
( | ) Where the Chief Fisheries Olficer, is satisfed that any fish

or aquatic planS or animals or 6sh products in any establishment are
infected wilh any epidemic disease. the Chief Fisheries Olficer shall.
if satisfied, give notice in writing to the establishment, reguiring the
deslnrction ofall 6sh. aquatic plants or animrls or fish producrs in the
establishment, or for the taking of such measurcs as the Chief Fisheries
Officer may specifr in the notice.

(2) Any person who rcceives a notice under subsection (l)
shall comply with the requirements set oul in the notice at his or her
oum expeup, and in default of compliance, the Chief Fisheries O!ficcr.
authorised officer or local govemnrcnt may entel lhe area, or cause to
be taken such measures as may be necessary for complying wilh the
requirements of lhe notice and any expenses incuned tlrcrein shall be
recoverable as a civil debt from the person in default.

16. Complieoce witl guideliocs end coda of prrctice
The biosocurity mechanisms at an aqualic establishment shall be in
accordance with guidelircs and the Code of Practice for Aquaculture
issued by the Chief Fisheries Officer.
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77. Refusrl to rpptuvc rqc.cultutr 6trblbhncrl
(l) The Chief Fisheries Officcr mry rcfirse to apprcve an

aquacultue establishnrent if the approval is not in the public intercst.

(2) Any person aggrieved by the rcfisal of Chief Fisheries
Officer urder subsection (l) may appeal to thc Ministcr wilhin thirty
days tom the dar of rcfusal by way of petition stating the facs for
grouds for rcfirsal.

7t. Moniloring rod inrpcctiol of rqurctlturc crteblbbncrt
The Directorate shall monitor and inspect aquaculturc cslsblislunents
under this Act.

Vr. lnport or erport pcrmit for livc firh
(l) A person shall not impon live frsh inro Uganda for

Purposes of aq,,ocu;1ut without an import permil issued by the
Chief Fisheries Officer and a fish health certificatc from thc counry
oforigin.

(2) A person shalt not expon live fish from Uganda for
pllryoscs of aquaculturc without an export pcrmil ud a 6sh health
certificate issued by the Chief Fisheries Officer.

(3) A person who wishes to import or exporr fish shall apply
to the Chief Fisheries Officer in the manner prescribed by regulations.

(4) The Chief Fisheries Officer may refuse to grant an import
permil if the fish to be imported-

(a) prcscnts a danger of dcgradation of rutive species through
the in0ux of exotic genes that ar€ less fit, eith€r by means
ofhybridization or hypothetically by gene tmnsfer; or

(b) pr€scnts a danger of loss of native species or change in
species composidon through competilion, prcdation and
habitat degradation.
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t0. Trmpcriog with rqumulturc erarbliehments
( | ) A person shall not lamper with or add an item or organism

or dclctcrious substance to an aquaculturc cstablishmcnt.

(2) Any person who conlraverrs subsection ( I ) commits
an offence and is liable, on conviction, tro a firr not exceeding three
thousand currency points or to imprisonment not exceeding one year.
or both.

tl. Aqurculturc inpuh
( | ) The Chief Fisheries Olficer shall cerrift all persons

or establishments intending to engage in prcduction for sale and
distribution or imporlation of aquaculturc inputs including 6sh sced,
aquaculture feeds, aquaculture Grtilizers. hormorrcs or antibiotics for
aquaculture usc.

(2) A person or establishment shall not produce, distribute or
sell lish seed to 6sh farmers wilhout a frsh seed production certificate
issued by the Chief Fisheries Officer.

(3) A person or establishment intending to cany out 6sh seed
production shall apply to lhe Chief Fisheries Officer in a manncr
prcscribed by regulations.

(4) A person who contravenes this seclion commils an
offencc and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 6ve
thousand curency points or to imprisonment not exceeding three
years, or both.

E2. Fisb lcedr pcroiltcd io equrcullutr
Any feeds used in an aquacultural establishment shall contain al! the
nutrients in the proportions requircd for optimum g,rowth of the taryet
6sh as prescdbed by regulations.
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t3. Appruvr! of voicrinery pmductr rod ocdiciorl prcrircr
A person or establishment shall not obtain veterinary thcrapeutic
products and medicinal premixes for inclusion in 6sh feods unless they
are appmved fior usc by tbe Chicf Fisherics Ol[ccr in consultation
with the Chief Veterinary Ofrcer.

Plm VII-P<xr Hmvrsr Mrreceuerr

Fish fufety otd Sulity Assurance

E4. Quelity trrorrloc priociph
(l) The Directorate shdl b€ responsible for rcgulation and

quality assurance under lhis Act and shall coordinate the developrnent,
regulation and cont ol of 6sh qulity and safety assurancc and control
activilies and programmes.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Officer slull bc the competent
authority on olficial fish quality control in Uganda.

t5. Rapouibillty for quelily rrrlnnco
Every person or establishment handling or proccssing 6stu fshcry or
aquaculture producls is rcspoosiblc for cnsurir4--

(a) compliance with this Act, regulations made under this Act
and any other applicable wrinen law; and

(b) thc safety and quality of the fish, fisheries or aqurulturc
pmduct at all times.

t6. Cooditiom for qrrlity rn.tr.gcrctra
(l) The Chief Fisheries Officcr shall ensurc that consumcts

are supplied only with safe, wholesome and unadulterated 6sh and 6sh
products.
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(2) The Chief Fislrcries Officcr shall prcscdbe sandrrds for
hygienic and quality production and plrcrncnts in the mtteq sct
and adopt minimum stardards for safay and qulity assurarrcc ard
ensure that the standards are applied throughout thc fishing indusuy
production, harvesting, handling, lmnsportation, sorage, processing
and marketing.

(3) Thc Minister may, by regulations, speci$ hygienic
conditions for-

(a) fish and 6sh producs;

(b) sbfrworking in 6$ prcccssing establishmeots;

(c) thawingoffdrproducts;

(d) frcezingof6shproducts;

(e) fresh fish products: and

(f) 6$ maws.

t7. Pnveotirn olconncrtirl fnud
The Chief Fishcde Officer shall establish and maintain effective
systems to delect and pr€vent oommcrcial fraud by rcquiring evcry
batch of 6sh or 6sh prodncts placed on lhc rna*€t to have a sanitrry
mart in a mamr prcscdbod by rcgulations.

tt Ftrb lertcrb3
Thc Chief Fidpdes Officer shall, in collaboration with othcr
stakeholders and thc Fivatc scctor. ensure the hygienic rurteting ond
distribution of fish.

t9. Producttnccrbility
The Chief Fisheries Officer and every Disria Fishcrics Officer shall
ensure that all stcpo in thc supply chain, for each batch or consigmnt
of fidr or fishery producs, label and identify thc srpplicr of thc fish
and fishery pmduc6 or raw malcrials ad their crslonrrs in a manncr
prescribed by rcgulotions.
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90. Erporr of0sb eod 0rherX productr
(l) A person shall not exporl any 6sh or fishery product frcm

Ugalrda without an export permit and a 6sh health certificate issucd by
the Chief Fisheries Officer.

(2) A person shall not process for exporl, expod or attempt lo
export any fish or fishery product unless that fish or 6shery product
is proccssed in an establisbnent in accordance with this Act and
regulations made under this Act.

(3) A person or establishment shall nor export 6sh or Gshcry
producs that do not comply with the labelling rcquirements prescribed
by rcgulations and standards issued by the Uganda National Bureau of
Standards.

(4) A person or establishment shall not load or unload a vessel,
vehicle, aircraft or railway wagon with a consignment of 6sh or fishery
products for export unless the consignment has been duly inspected by
a fisheries inspector.

(5) Permissible standards for contaminants in 6sh and fishery
pmducts shall be prcscribed by rrgulations.

(6) A person who contravenes this section commits an
offence and is liable, on conviction. to a fine not exc€eding 6ve
thousand curency points or to imprisonment not exceeding three
years. or both.

91. Genenl rcqoicmcnb for fish import
(l) A person or establishment shall not import into Uganda

any fish or fshery produas without an import permit from the Chief
Fisheries Ofrcer and a 6sh health certificate finm the country of origin.

(2) The import pemit rcfered to in subsection (l) shall be in
the form pescribed by regulations.
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(3) All 6sh and fishery pmducs bcing importcd into Ugmda
shall be verified by a 6sheries inspoctor ar thc port ofcnry.

(4) Whcre an establidrment impor$ any frdr or fishcry
producs, thc tmnsponation, processing, pockaging or other manner
of handling of that fistr or fishery producls slull bc in the mamer
prcscribcd by regulatiom and shall comply with any conditions
prescribed by the ChiefFisheries Offcer.

(5) A pcrson who contravcncs this scction commits an offcnce
and is liable, on convictioo, to a 6rrc mt cxcccding five thousard
cunency points or lo imprisonmcnt mt cxcccding threc yearq or both.

92. Foodrddlalvorodlhcr.pdritr
(l) An esublishmcnt shall not bc in possession of food

additives without rhc apprcvd of the Cticf Fishcric.s Olficcr.

(21 Pcrmincd food additivcs shall mt bc uscd in unormr
exceeding thc pcrmissible hvels presctibcd by rcgulatiom.

(3) A person slull mt imporr 6sh, fishery or lqrrqcuhutt
products containing prchatited levels of lbod additivcs or prchititcd
food additivcs prescdbcd by lho Chicf Fishcrics Ofrccr.

(4) Thc esrablishment shall, where food addiaives orc uscd,
indicate in an indelible manner on the pakaging the type and nm of
the additive uscd.

(5) The usc offood additives in fish and fishery products shall
be in a manner prescribcd by regulations.

(6) A pcrson who contravenes this s€clion commits cn
ofrencc and is liablc, on conviction, to a finc not exceeding 6vc
thousand cunency points or to imprisonmcnl not €xcccdiog throe
years or both.
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93. Inrpcctioo of0rh eod firhcry prcductr for ctport.
(l) A 6sh proccssing establishment shall, beforc the dispatch

of a batch or consignment of fish or 6shery products for export, noti$
a fisheries inspoclor in a mamer prescribed by regulations

(2) Each batch or consignment of 6sh or fishery products for
export shall be inspected by a fisheries inspector at the fish processing
cstablishment or port ofexit.

(3) A person who contravenes thas section commits an offence
and is liable. on conviction, to a ftne not exceeding five thousand
currency points or to imprisonment not exceeding three years, or both.

94. Approvrl of 0ah ptoccsiog eEhbliohmeot
A person shall, before conssucting. rcconstructing or adapting a 6sh
processing establishmenL submit to the Chief Fisheries Officer, for
appmval, the plan of the establishment and a list of activiries ro be
carried out at the establishment.

95. Apprcvd of rrtimorl 6rb proccscing hcility
(l) A person shall not opcratc an artisanal fish processing

frility without a licence issued by the Chief Fisheries Officer under
this Act.

(2) A person shall not handle 6sh or fishery produca in a
mrnncr that compnrmises the quality and safety of the fish, including
placing fish or fishery products on the bae,ground.

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall keep a register of all
lic€nsed artisanal fish pmcessing facilities.

(4) All arrisanal 6sh processors shall conform to the minimum
hygiene requiremens prescribed in the Code of hactice for Safety
and Quality Assurance in the Artisaml Fisheries Subsector.
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(5) A person who contmvencs rhis s€ctaon commits an
oflence and is liable, on conviction, to a 6nc not cxceeding onc
thousand currency points or to imprisonlrnl oot excceding onc year,
or both.

96. Liccoring offrh urq pnccrrorr.od crporlcn
(l) A person shall not deal in, trade, prooeEr or expod 6sh

maws without a licence issued by thc Chief Fisheries Olfccr under
this Act.

(21 tui application for a liccnce udcr subsection (l) slull bc
in the manner prescdbed by rcgulations.

(3) Every processing establishrnent for fish maws shall oomply
with rcquircmens spocified in rcpluirxrs.

(4) A proccssing etablkhmcnt for fislr mawg slull, cnsrc
that 6sh maws meet the export and import roquarfiEnts specifcd in
regulations bcforc plrccment of thc prodncts on thc morta.

(5) The coodadoos for slorage and ran+orr of6sh maun shall
be in accodance wilh the rcgulatkm.

97. Approvrl of lndcpcodcnl icc prodroo;r brftl hdurry
Thc Chief Fisherics Officcr may appove irdepen&nt suppliers of
ice to the fshing industry which me€l th€ cordilioos prescribcd in thc
Manual of Sandard Operating Proccdurcs fim Fish and Aquaculturt
lnspection and Quality Assurance issued by the Chief Fishcrics
o{6cer.

,t. Licomcd vorcb io ncct hygknic crilcrb
(l) The opcrator or owner ofa vessel or vehicle licensod uder

this Act shall meet fic required hygienic critcria sel out in rcgulations
made under lhis Act.
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(2) A fisheries inspector shall conduct a quarterly verification
of licensed vessels or vehicles lo ensurc continuous compliance with
the criteria set out in regulations.

(3) The Chief Fisheries Officer may suspend a vessel or
vehicle licence wherc standards are not mainained or wherc there is
violation of the Acl. regulations made under this Act and any other
applicable law until such timc as it can be demonstrated that lhe vessel

is compliant.

Pmr VII l-Enroncur'au.r r

Yr. Authorired officen
(l) For the purposes of this Act. the following persons are

aulhorised officers-

(a) Gsheries inspectors and other officers of the Dircctorate;

(b) local govemment fisheries officers designated in uriting
by the Chief Fisheries Officers; and

(c) officers employed in the Fisheries Monitoring. Control
and Surveillance Unit:

(21 Notwithstanding subsection (l). the Chief Fishcries
Officer nuy, by satutory instrument. designate public officers as
authorised omcers.

(3) Authodsed officers shal! have the same powers as

members of the Surveillance Unit specified in seclions 16, 17, lt.
t9. 20, 21, 22 ard2l.

lfi). ldcrtl0cetioo of rolhorircd oltccn
(l) ln the course of exercising any powers confened by this

Part, an authorised officer shall-
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(a) on demand, produce official identification which will
show him or her to be an authorised olficcr; ald

(b) provi& a written rcccipt for my fish or fislrcry pmdrrcts or
other itcms scizcd by thc authoriscd officcr under this Act.

(2) An authorisod ofhcer shall exercise the power of arest
confened urder this Act in accordance with the Criminal Proccdurc
CodeAct.

(3) Whcrc the lcrms 8rd conditions of scwice of a nrembcr
of the Surveillance Unit authorisc him or hcr to posscss firearms in
the course of his or trfi duli€s, the mcmbcr of the Surveillance Unit
shatl, in addirion to aoy other terms and conditions that msy be
imposed under this section. wear a uniflorm and be governcd by
regulalions madc in consultation with thc lnspcctor Cencral of
Police regarding-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

powcrs of scarch atd arest;

caining;

discipline; ad

use of 6rearms.

Dealhrys in Muor Vehicles, Fish ond Vessels

l0l. Socurlty lor rttcrrc ol vohiclcl fulir3 vcocb md jcr
( | ) Whcre a vehicle, vessel or 6shing ger is scizcd, impomded

or confscated, thc owner, operator or hircr of the vehicle, vcsscl or
gear or both is chorgod with an olfencc un&r this Acr, the owrrr,
operator or hircr of the vesscl or frshiry gcar m,ry apply ro tho coutt lo
release the vehicle, vesscl or gcor.
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(2) The court may, on an application under subsection (l),
release the veNcle, vessel or fishinB gear on the fumishing ofreasonable
security or lhe execulion ofa rcasonable bond by the owner. operator
or hirer.

(3) l here a vehicle, vessel or fishing gcar is seized,
impounded or confscated and the owner, operator or hirer of the
vehicle, vessel or gear or both does not apply for the release of
the vehicle, vessel or fishing gear under subsection (l). the Chief
Fisheries OIhcer shall cause a nolice of lhe intention to sell the
vehicle, vessel or fishing gear by auction lo be published in the
Gazette and in at least two newspapers of national circulation.

(4) The vehicle. vessel or 6shing gear shall be sold by auction
thirty days afler the notice in subsection (3).

(5) The proceeds of any sale under subsection (4) shall be
appliedte

(a) payment ofcosts and charges relating lo the sale, including
advertisemenl; and

(b) paymcnt of expenses of the removal and storage of the
motor vehicle. trailer or enginecring plant.

l0l. Dirpoul of seized ffrh rnd otber porirbeblcr
(l) The Chief Fisheries Officer may. where fish or othcr

perishable fisheries prducts arc seized under this Act-
(a) rclease the 6sh or perishable fisherics products on obaining

adequate security from the person from whom they werc
seized. upon psyment of the adminisrative penalty under
section t 2tl

(b) where court prcceedings have been instituted, sell fie fish
or perishable products and pay the proceeds into court;
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(c) in case of under size fish. destroy the 6sh or fisheries
producls.

(21 Where live fish is seized, thc seizing olficer shall destroy
or otherwise dispose ofthe 6sh in accordance with subsection ( I ), but
wherc the 6sh is of a species listed in Appcndix I to Oe Convention
of Trade in Endangered Species, the lish shall not be disposed ofby
way of sale.

103. Deelio3r wilb rrr,ested peBoo3, Jcizcd v63ch or ge.r
(l) A person arrested under this Act shall be b,rought bcforc

tlre court without delay and, subject to section l0l. anything seizcd
during the anest shall also be produced an court.

(2) Where a penlon is rcleas€d without being charged or
where prosecution is not instituted within thirty days after a person is
charged, anything seized shall be rctumed lo fte person from whom it
was seized.

(3) Where a person does not appear lo answer a charge within
ninety days after his or her ar€st. anything seized from that person
shall be forfeited to lhe Govemment.

(4) Where lhe owner of a seized thing cannot be found within
sixty days aner it is seized. the seized thing shall be forfeited to the
Government and stull be sold and lhe procecds of the sale shall be
retained in the Consoli&ted Fund.

(5) Where the court does not order the forfeiture ofa seized
thing. it shall be r€tumed to tlrc owner.

(6) Where a pcrson is 6ned by a court, anything seized from
that person shdl be detsined until the fine is paid or sold to meet the
fine or any proce€ds from its earlier disposal applied in payment.
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lM. Ahadoocd vcrscl, vcblclo, 39er, 0rh end 0rh pruduclr
( I ) Wrere an authorisod officer has rcason lo believe that any

fishing gear, vessel, fish or 6sh product has been abandoned for the
purpose of avoiding prosecution, he or she slull apply !o coun for an
ordcr to dispose ofthe fishing gear, vcssel, 6sh or fistr poduct.

(2) lilhere a fishing vessel, vehiclc. fshing gear or lish prodtrt
is abandooed, and the authorisod olfcer believes that any pcrson is
liable to bc invesigated. searched or aneslod in connection with 0p
commission of an olfence un&r this Act and that person-

(a) has abscooded !o any plre within or outside Uganda: or

(b) has concealed himself or herself so that he or shc cannot
bc searche4 arested fi otlrerwise invesigated, 0rc
authorisod officer may causc an investigation io be taken
io relation to the area or premises and popcrty previously
in posscssioo occupation or control of the suspect.

PARI lX{rr uNc€s, PENAr-nEs, FEFS,

Frxrs eNo Orrr.n Crancos

lfll. Gcncrr! oficnccr
Any person wtr

(a) contrayenes any of the terms or conditions of a licence or
permit;

(b) fails to comply with a Fisheries Aquaculturc Stmtegic
Soctor Plan: or

(c) hils lo comply with the order of an authoriscd person,

commits an offencc ard is liable, on conviction. to a 6m not exceeding
three thousand currency poinB, or to imprisorunent not exceeding one
ycar, or both.
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105. Couoterfeiling rnd rimilr ollcnccc
Any person whe

(a) counterfeits or issues, without due authority, any licence
or permit:

(b) is found in possession of a licence which is frardulently
issued;

(c) submits false infomation in an application for a licence or
permit;

(d) counterfeits. alters, obliterates or defaces any stamp, mark,
sign. licence or permit;

(e) knowingly rcceives or keeps in his or her possession, any
frsh product acquired in contravention of thisAcL

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding
five thousand currency poinls or to imprisonment not exceeding three
years, or both.

107. Frhe rarlcmeotc eod cvidcncc of rppllcrlion
(l) Any person whe

(a) makes any statement which he or she knows to be false for
the purpose of procuring. whether for himself or trerselfor
any othcr person, the issuc ofa licence or permit under this
Act; or

(b) falsely represens himself or herself to be a person to
whom a licencc or permit has bcen issued under this Act.

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a 6ne not exceeding
three thousand currcncy points or !o imprisonment not exceeding one
year, or both.
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(2) ln any proceedings before a courr, the frt that a licenoe or a
permil has been issrcd to a person shall be evidence that the person, for
the purpose of obtaining that licence or permit made a declaration dut
he or she wr mt disqu,ali6ed from holding or ohaining the licence or
pennit.

l0t PloliHtcd 0rhl4 ncfbodt eld 3eer
( | ) A persoo commiB an offence wlre-

(a) uriel any cxplosive, 6re-arm, any device capable of
producing an elecEic cunent, poison: including poison
made from a natural substance or other noxious substance
for killing. stunning, disabling or catching 6sh;

(b) rrsres any fishing method or frshing gear prescribed as
unlaufid;

(c) canics anything refetred lo in paragraph (a) or (b) in
circurnstanccs that indicatc an iotcntion to use it; or

(d) lands, sells. receives, ransports or is found in possession

offsh. knowing or having good cause to know il to have
been taken contrary to paragaph(a).

(2) A person who commits an ofrence under subsection (l)
(a) is liable, on cooviction, to imprisonment not excecding eight years
without fte option of a fine.

(3) A person who comrnits an offcnce under subsection (l)
(b), (c) or (d), is liablc, on conviclion, to a 6ne not exceeding one
lhousard currency poinls fi to imprisonment not excccding one year,
or both.

(4) Subsection (l) (a) docs not apply to the usc of prohibited
fishing methods or gear for research fishing in accordance with a valid
research fi shing permit.
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(5) The onus is on the person found with anything refered to
in subsection l(a) or (b) to prove that he or she was not inlending to
use it.

(6) Any person whe

(a) manufactures. stocks or sclls prohibited Eshing gear,
including nets with prohibited mcsh sizes: or

(b) sells explosives or substances knowing or having good
cause to know that they are likely to be used for illegal
fishing.

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a 6ne not excccding
6ve thousand currency points or to imprisonment not excerding three
years, or both.

(7) A person found in possession of anything referrcd to
in subsection (l) (a) u (b) in the vicinity of a water body shall be
prcsumed, unless the contrary is proved, to inlerd to use that thing for
Oe purpose of 6shing.

l(D. Undenize 6sb
Any person who-

(a) in frshing wateni. captures, kills or injures any 6sh which
is undersizel or

(b) buys, sells, exposes for sale. or is in possession ofany 6sh
or part of a fish, which is undersize and was taken ftom
any fislring waters,

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding
ten thousand cunency points or to imprisonment not exceeding scven
years, or both.
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ll0. Pollrtior
Any penon who-

(a) distu6s, injurcs, poisons, kills or detrimentally affects any
fish, fish spavming ground, including any aguatic plant or
animal or fuh food in any part of the 6shing watc6 by
casing, discharying or allowing lo fall, flow or percolate
into those waters, oil, chlorinated hydrccarbon, biocide,
pcsticide, loxic or any other substancc, hcavy metal or
other material or rubbish; or

(b) plees any pollutans in a place where, by natursl mean$
they can be washed into or otherwir rcach the fishing
watcrs or any water body,

commis an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a 6ne not cxcccding
tcn thousand cunrncy points or to imprisonment not excccding five
yearq or both.

lll. Olfomcr rehtiog to rulboriscd ot[ccr3
A person wtre

(a) hils to comply with a lawfirl order issued by an authorised
ofrcer in accordance wilh this Act;

(b) refuses an authorised officer cntry upon rny land, watet
premises, hcility, vehicle or vessel which he or she is
empowercd to enter by this Act:

(c) obslructs. intimidates, molests, hinders or wilfully delays
an authorird officer in the exercise or performancc of his
or her powers and functions under this Act;

(d) refuses an authorised officer acccss to rccods, inchding
electronic records, kept in accordancc with this Act;

(e) knowingly or negligently misleads or gives wrongfirl or
falsc information to an authoriscd officer under this Act;
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(0 knowingly makes a statement or produces a document
that is false or misleading in a material particular to an
authorised olhcer engaged in carrying out his or her drities
and functions under this Act;

(g) fails to answer questions or produce anylNng requircd to
be produced under this Actl

(h) rcfirses or resists a lawfirl search or inspoction or

(i) fails to state or wrongly states his or her name or address
to an authorised officer in the course of his or hcr duties
under this Act,

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding
three thousand cun€ncy points or to imprisorunent not exceeding two
years, or both.

ll2. lmperronrlion of rutboriccd oftccr.
A person. not being an authorised officer, or employee of the
Directorate, who takes or assumes the name. designation, chamcter or
appearance of an authorised officer, or employee of the Directorate of
Fisheries Resources for the purpose of-

(a) obtaining admission to any premises:

(b) doing or causing to be done any act which he or shc is not
cntitled to dol or

(c) doing any unlawful act,

commits an offence and is liable. on conviction, to a 6ne not exceeding
three thousand currency points or lo imprisonment not exceeding two
years or both; in addition to any other putrishrnent to which he or she
may bc liable for the commission of any offence under this Act.
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ll3. Pcorlty for viohling 0ri quelity rtrndrrdr
Any person, who faits to comply with the 6sh quality standards
prcscribed by or under this Act, commis an offence and is liable, on
convictioo-

(a) for supply of fish to a 6sh esoblishment for the export
market, to a frne not exceeding five thousand curency
points or imprisonment not cxcecding three years. or both
for a 6rs,t ofrence and for a subsequent ofrencc, a fine not
exceeding ten thousand cunency poinB or to imprisonment
not excccding scven years, or both;

(b) for supply of fish o Oe domesric market, to a fnc not
excecding two thousand curency points or to imprisonment
not exceeding nro years. or both; and

(c) for an exporter, in case of a 6rst olfence, to a 6ne not
exceeding 6ve thousand currency poantsor!o amprisonm€nt
mt exceeding three years, or both and, in addition, the
court shall order lhe revocation of the export licence.

tl4. Brlbcrl
(l) An officerwhe
(a) diroctly or indircctty asks for, tales or accepts, in

connection with any of his or her duties, any poymenr ot
othcr rrward whatsoever. whclher pecuniary or otherwise,
or any promise or security for any such payment or r€ward,
not being o payment or reward which he or she is lawfully
entitlod to claim or rcceive: or

(b) cnters inlo or acquiesces in any oral or uritten agrcement
to do, abstain fiom doing, permis, conceals, or connives
in, any act or thing which is contrary to this Act or the
proper execution of his or hcr duty,

commits an ofrencc ud is liable. on conviction. to a 6ne not exceeding
ten thousand curency poinls or to imprisonment not exceediog ten
years. or both.
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(2) Aperson who-
(a) directly or iodirectly ofrcrs or givcs lo any offiocr rny

payment or reward whalsoever, wlrtho pcctnhry or
ohcrwise, or cny pomise or security for any such poymcnt
or reward; or

(b) pmposes or enters into any agrectrEnl wilh any officer, in
order to induce him or her to do, abstain from doing, pclmil,
conc€,e!, or connive at, aDy at fi thing which is contrary
to the proviskns of this Act or the propcr cxocutioo of the
duty of strch officer,

commits an ofrcncc and is liable, on conviction, to a 6rrc not excceding
ten thousand curency poinls or to imprisonmcnt not cxc€cding len
years, or both.

ll3. Uohwfolrohort
A person whe

(a) takes, or causes or permiB to bc uken, anythang scaed
un&r this Act othcilfuo lhm in rcordancc with this Act;

(b) breetg dcatoys or throws ovcrboord from any facility,
aircraff, vcsscl or vehicle, enything for thc prposc of
preventang its scizurc or for thc purposc of prcvcnting it
from bcing socurcd affcr it has bcen scized; or

(c) destroys or domages anything that is seizod rrrrdcr this Act
otheruise than in circumstances prcvided for in this Act or
regularions made under this Acl,

commils an offence and is liable. on conviction. to a fim mt excding
ttuee thousand cunency poinB or !o imprisonment not exccoding ooc
year, or bolh.

116. Rcmovio3 ordcLcht r.d
A person whe
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(a) nemoves a seal of the Directorate fiom any prcmises,
facility or package without the authority ofan authorised
officcr or fisheries inspector; or

(b) willhrlly alters. defaces, obliterates or imitates. any mark
placed by an authorised officer or fisheries inspector on
any premises, facility or package,

commits an ofrence and is liable. on conviction, to a 6ne not exceeding
two thousand currency points or to imprisonment not exceeding three
years. or both.

ll7. Alcrlin3 oficnder
A person who, with intent to obstnrct a 6sheries inspector. an authorised
person or an employee of the Directorate in the execution of his or
her duty, alerts, or docs any act for Oe purpose of alerting any person

engaged in the commission of an ofrcnce under this Act, whether or
not thal p€rson is in a position to take advanage of such alert or act,
commits an offence and is liable, on conviction. to a fine not exceeding
one thousand currcncy points or to imprisonment not exceeding one
year, or both.

llt. Coorpirrcy lo commil en ofiencc
A person who conspires with another person to contravene any of the
provisions of this Act commils an ollence and is liable on conviction to
a 6ne not cxceeding 6ve thousand cufi€ncy points or lo imprisonmenl
not excdin8 five years, or both.

ll9. Cortiruing or rubccqucrt olferccr.
(l) A person who contanues to contsavene any oftr

pmvisions of this Act or regulations made under the Acts commits an
offerre and is liable to an additional penalty-

(a) in the case of an individual. of a fine not exceeding one
thousand cunency points for each day on which the
offence continrcs; or

70



Bill No 20 Ftshertes and Aguocultue Bill 202t

(b) in the case ofa body sotpotatc, to a 6rc not exoccding
ten thousand curremy point3 for each day ot which thc
ofrence continues.

(3) A pcrson who commils a sccond or subsequent ofrcncc is
liable to pay an additional penahy-

(a) in the case of an individual, lo a 6oe not cxcoeding fiffy
thousold cur€ncy points or imprisonment not excccding
tcn ycarq or both; and

O) io thc case ofr body corporaL, to a 6nc not cxcecding orr
hundrd thousand cunency p<ints.

120. Gcocnl pcmlty
A person who conlravenes any provisioo of this Act for which m
pemlty is specifically providcd, commits m offence ond is liabh, m
coovictio*-

(a) in thc casc of ur individul, to a 6ne mt cxc.eding 6vG
lhousand cumncy points or to imprisonmeil nol cxcccding
seven years, or bolh; ard

(b) in the casc ofa body corporalc, to I firr not cxcceding 6fty
thousand cunency poins.

l2l. Powcr of coort to cor0rcllc erd ordcr bdcltrrc
(l) The coud by which a pcnpn is convicted ofan ofrcm

under this Acl may ordcr thc forfeiture of-
(a) any fish or fsheries prodwt in lespoct of which the offemo

was comsrined or which was fonnd in the posscssion or
his or her agent's possessior; or

(b) any vehicle, vessel or other convcyance, machinery, goods
or cguipment, 6shing gear implement, appliance matcdal,
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coniainer. weapon or other thing which was used to commit
the ofrence or which was capable of being used to take frsh
products found in his or her possession and used in respect
of the commission of thc ofrence.

(2) Any 6sh or 6sheries prcduct fofeited under subsection
(l) shall. unless olherwise ordered by the court. be destroyed, sold or
otherwise disposed of as the court may delermine.

I 22. Powcr of courl to or{cr compcnsetlon
The court man wbere a pereon is convictcd of an offence under this
Act, order lhe person te

(a) pay to the Govemmcn( in addition to any penalty imposed
by the court for the offence, an arrcunl of compensation
for 0ut loss or damage not exceeding 6ve times the value
of the 6sh; or

(b) pay up to ten times the amount of any fees or other
payment whicb, had the act constituting the olfence been
authorised, would have been payable in respect of the
authorised act.

123. Ollenccr commitled by body corpor.te
( | ) lUhere an ofrence commined by a body corporate under this

Act is proved to have been committed with rhe consent or connivance
of, or to be anribulable lo any mglect on the p6rt of a director. manager.
secrrtary or other similar oltcer of the body corporate or any pennn
who was purpoiling to act in any such capacity, he or she, as well as
the body corporate, commits that offence.

(2) A person who commits an ofrence under subsection ( I ) is
liable, on conviction. to a fine or 3o impdsoffnent prescribed by tlre
rrlevant seclion.
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124. Dcpriverior of molclrry b.DG033

A court convicting a person ofan ofrencc undcr tNs Act may summarily
and without pleadings, inquirc into the money benefit acquLod or
saved by thc person as a rcsull of the conmission of thc ofrcocc and
may. in addition to aoy other penalty imposod, impose a 6ne equa! to
thc court's cstalution of that monetary beneft, notwithsarding any
maximum pemlty provided under this Act.

125. Ceoccllrrloo ol liccoccc rod permitr by corrt
Thc court may, on convicling a person Srantcd a licencc or permit of
an ofrencc undcr this Act-

(a) ordcr thar thc lhence or permit bc carcelled; or

O) disquali$ that pcrson frroor obtaining a licencc or pcrmit
for o pcriod as thc colrt thinb fit.

t 26. Furlhcr poucn of court
A court on convicting any person for an ofrcnce urdcr this Act, may
order that person, within a timc specifiod io the order, to do any rct lhrt
thc person had failed, rcfused or neglected to do.

t27. Fccq Cicr, paehicr md ollorclr6or
(l) The Dircctonte may, in thc perfomance of ils fumtioos

under this Acl, lcry fccs, 6nes, pemltics and chargcs.

(2) Without prejudice to lhe gerrcral cfrcct of sbsoction
(l), the Directoratc may lery thc following fces, 6nes, penalties and
clrarger-

(a) adminisuativefines;

(b) coercive fines;

(c) cxpress pcnalti€s; and
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(d) charges for serviccs offered by the Dircctorate under this
Act or regulalions made under this Act.

(3) The fees. firrs, penalties and charges refened lo under this
section shall be deposited into the Consolidated Fund.

(4) Where a person does not make a payment under this Act
on or before the time when the amount is payable, the person shall pay,

as a penalty, a surcharge of five percent of the amount in default for
each day ofdefault.

l2E Admirirtrrtivc 6ocs
(l) Where an authorised officer or a fisheries inspector has

reasonable grounds to believe that a person has contravened the
provisions of rhis Act. thc authorised officer or fisheries inspector
may impose an administrative fine and serve a notice on that person.

(2) An authoriscd offcer or a fisheries inspector may require
the person served with a notice under subsection (l) to pay thc
administrative fine within a time prescribed in the notice.

(3) The mtice issued under lhis section shall-

(a) specifr the date and nature ofthe alleged contravention;

(b) contain a summary of the facts which the fishcries inspector
or authorised officer atleges:

(c) be endorsed with a statement sening out the provisions of
the law contravened;

(d)

(e)

specify the penalty payable; and

slate the details ofthe bank account into which the payment
is to be made.
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(4) The pcnon on whom a noticc has bccn scrvcd urdcl
subsection (l) shall psy fic fim spocifiod in the noticc in the time
pescribed in the notie.

(5) A person on whom ur administmtive pemlty noticc
has been sewed who denics, by notice in writing to the authoriscd
officer, tlut an offence has been commined or who fails to respond
to th€ administrative pcmlty notic€ walhin thirty days, is liable, in tbc
discrerion ofthe prosecuting auftority, to prosccutaon in rcspcct of thc
alhged ofrencc.

(6) fui administrative penalty notac. shall mt bc isucd
under this scction mtil such time as rcgulations have bcen is$Ed
by lhc Minbler specifying lhe offences in rcspoct of which fixed
administrative nolic€s rmy bc scrvcd and thc armunt of any pcnalty
payable in respoct of such ofreme.

(7) An adminislrative penalty nolic. $all not be sewod in
respoct of the ofrence of obourrcting, rsaultiog or threatening an
authoriscd omccr with violcncc.

(t) A pcrson who admils having committed an offence
describod in ur administrative penalty mtice bur who fails to pay dre
lixod pcnalty within forty frve days affcr thc ,l"te of the cdmini$ntive
pcnalty noticc is liable to punishment by thc cou.t up to the maxamum
punishment applicable for that ofrencc.

(9) The Chief Fi$eries Offccr may issuc guidelines scning
out the critcria for issuing and poyment of administrative 6ncs"

129. Cocrrlvc Cocr
( l ) The Dircctoote may imposc a coclcive frne on any person

who contsavcrrs this Act or a decision made udcr this Aa.
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(2) A coercive 6ne imposed under subsection (l ) shall become
cfrective when the person responsible fails to meet the deadline set by
the Dircctoratc for remedying the matter.

(3) The Directorate may determine whether the coercive fine
is a one-ofr payment or is continuous for as long as the non-compliance
persists.

(4) Where the non.compliance occurs on the pan ofa corporate
body, an association or other entity. the coercive fine shall be imposed
on that corporate body or entig.

(5) The Chief Fishcries Officer shall cancel the licence or
permir of any person who fails to pay a coercive fine under this Act.

130. Erprcsr peorltier
(l) The Minister may. by rcgulations, prescribe an express

penalty scheme for conlravenlion of any provision of this Act.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, an expcss penalty prcscribed
under subsection ( I ) shall be deposited into the Consolidated Fund.

Pmr X - Mrsctuunxsous

l3l. Cooperrlion io firherhs ErorgeDeot
(l ) The Miniser shall eslablish mechanisms for collaboration

with the regional and intemational community to conribute lowards
a peaceful, healthier and bener global fisheries management for the
gr€seot and futue generalions.

<2) The Minaster may. subject to lhe Conslitulion, collaborate
with the Minisry rcsponsible for foreign afrairs, sector ministries and
agencies. to initiate, coordinate and implement transboundary fisheries
manaSement Prcgrammes with other countries.
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(3) Mthout prcjudice to subsection (2), the Minister may.
on the rpcomrnendation of the Chief Fisheries Officer. establish a
national focal point for the coordinated implementation of multilateml
environmental agneemenls to enable efrective preparation for
negotiations, reporring, feedback and national implemenEtaon.

132. Rescrrch rnd lreining
The Minister. in consuhation with relevant stakeholders and local
governments-

(a) may carry out or commission research for the purpose
of conservation, development and utilisation of fisheries
resources, and for the conservation of biological diversity
resour,ces; and

(b) shall ensurc Oe training of officers of tlre Directorate,
authorised olficers and other public olficers and
stakeholders for the devetopment and sustainable
management of fisheries resources.

133. Infornetion
( | ) The Chief Fisheries Officer may require an applicant for a

licence or a permit to provide him or her with information conceming
any actavity under this Act as hc or she may deem necessary.

(2) The Chief Fisheries Olficer may require commercial
fisherc, persons engaged in aqurculture, whether under a permit or not,
6sh wholesalers and rctailers, fish processors, fish transporters, and
owners of catering eslablidrmenls or 6sh importerc to make returns of
6sh caught, landed, transportcd, processed. bought or sold by rhem.

134. Manegcoeot ol 6rhcrics iniororetioo
( | ) The Chief Fisheries Officer shall-

(al tather, document, evaluate and disseminate information
on fisheries resources:
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(b) carry out public education and awareness on fisheries
r€soutlc€s;

(c) fostcr information exchange on fishcries with other
ministries, depaftncnts, agencies of govemlnen! foreign
agencies, inlemational and mngovemmental agencies;

(d) coordinate and supporr locol govemments in the
managenrent of fisheries information:

(e) advisc Govemment on fislreries infonnation Saps and
needs;

(f) issue guidelines and establish pinciples for the gathering,
documentatioG evaluation and dissemination of fisheries
information; and

(g) rcquire a local government or any pcrsoo to submit
fisheries infomration to the Chief Fislreries Olficer.

(2) The Chief Fisherics Olfcer shall establash a mtioml
fisheries information resource centrc to standardise fisheries
informatioo and to act as the central depository for fisheries
information.

(3) The Chief Fislrcries Officer may pblish any fisheries
information as he or she considers necessary for public education and
awat€tress.

135. Acccrs to ioforurtion
(l) Subject to article 4l of thc Consri$tion and the Access

to loformation Act, 2005, evety cilizen has a right of rcess to any
informatioo rehting to the implementation of this Act, submitted to or
in the possession of the Direcorate, a local govemrnenl or any ofiel
rclevant stakeholder.

(2) A cirizen desiring information under subscction (l) shall
apply o the Chief Fisheries Officcr and shall be granted access to the
infiormation on the poymeol of the prescribed fee.
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135. Rcgulrtkrns
(l ) The Minister may. by shtutory instrument. make

reg,ulations genemlly for the better carrying out of the purposes of this
Act.

(2) Without prcjudice to the gerrcrality of subsection (l). the
Minister may make regulations in rcspect of any or all of the following
maners-

(a) the manner of and conditions for recognition by the
Govemment ofassociations and other bodies representing
6shers. 6sh processonl 6sh farmers and persons in other
sectors of the fishing industryl

(b) the establishment, mamgemenl and closure of landing
sites:

(c) measur€s to protecl wetlands and fidr breeding gounds
from damage caused by specific fishing methods: the
control and prohibition ofmethods offishing and protection
of 6sh sock and habitats from the effects of pollution or
from lhe effects of measures taken to eliminste or control
pollution;

(d) lhe conservation. sustainable managemenl or utilisation
and protecrion of fisheries nesounces. including the
esrablishment ofclosed areas and the declaration ofclosed
seasons. the prescription of the limits on lhe amounts,
sizes and weights of fish caught. retained or radcd;

(e)

(f)

(e)

melhods offishing;

the procedure for application for licences and permis:

the markeling, purchase, sale, processing, canning or
fieezing of lish. eitlpr generally or in respoct of any
particular area or areas;

79



Bill No. 20 Fisluries otd Aquocultwe Bill 202t

(h) fish culture, aqrutic pests and wee4 frsh farming and 6sh
breeding;

(i) lhe extmction, handling, processing, hrnsportation and
marketing of fish maws;

0) the importation. exportation and manufacturc of fshing
gear;

(k) limiting the numbcrs of licences and permis: whefier
generally or speci6cally;

0) fees or charges payable under this Act, including land site
user fees;

(m) closing an ar€a or arcas to commercial 6shing, or
prohibitirg a mclhod or melhods of commercial fishing
within an area or areaq for the purpose of bcner pmviding
for recrearional fi shing;

(n) recreatioml ard local 6shing; including rcsrictions on lhe
amount offish lhat may bc caught;

(o)

(p)

(q)

the resocking of watcr bodies;

the inuoducrion of alien and exotic spocics and rcgulating
thc import and export of live freshwarcr or marine 6sh
and fry and thcir spawn, any other aquatic oryanisms and
aquatic plants;

aquaculture and 6sh bredinB; includiog thc issue by the
Chief Fisheries Officer of guidelines, insuuctions 8rd
codes of practice for the maintenance ard operarion of
aquaculture facilities;

the control of discases offsh, including the destruction of
any live fish slock in aqrrtu;tut€ facililies:
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(s) the handling. sale. transport. storage, trcatment. plocessing
and labeling offish and 6sh products to promote the value
of frsh and fish pmducts, and to minimise or prevent risks
to human hcalthl

(O prescribing specifications for 6sh processing
establishments, cold rcoms, ice plans, fsh transpoaadon
vehicles. boats and landing sites:

(u)

(v)

(w) prcscdbing the standards for boats and boat size per water
My;

(x) prescribing the number of boas p€r person or company;

(y) prescribing the number ofne6 per boat:

(zl prescribing the type of gear per water bodyl

(aa) bait 6shing:

(bb) gazcning closed seasons and 6sh breeding areas;

(cc) the management of 6sh processing establishments to
prepare and implement qulity management programmes
and own checks;

(dd) monitoring quality mrnagement prograrnmes and
application of Hazard Analysis and Critical Contrcl Point
(HACCP);

(ee) the performing of microbiological and chemical and
physical analyses on frsh and 6sh prcducts beforc 0rey are
rcleased for human consumption:

8l

light fshing and the type oflight fishing per water body:

cquitable sharing of fisheries resources;
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(ff) certifiing the quality of 6sh and fish prodncts through
issuance of sanitary ccrtificate beforc they are plrced on
the markel;

(gg) prescribing the manner in which fish ud fistr products
placed on the market shall be labcllcd;

(hh) prcscribing ornarnental fish;

(ia) prohibiting or regulating trade in 6shorfish producs;

O) catsblishing a traceability system of 6sh and fish products
at any slage;

(kf) fie methods. equiprnent. and devioes !o be used for
determining tlre size or weight of any 6sh and rcgulating
or pmhibiting the posscssion or use of any kid of gear.

equipment, or devicc used for, or rclated to. 6$ing;

0D prescribing undersize fish and rcgulating or prohibiting thc
carching of undersizc 6sh either generally or in respect of
any spociGed area;

(mm)the notification of discases dangerous to 6sh and the
measunes to be taken to control or cradicate the mtiGed
discascs;

(nn) prcscribing delails and conditions rclating to the
registration of fishing vesscls and 6sh carriers and
related matters. the method or methods of identi$ing
fishing vessels and fish carriers, thc i&ntification marks
or symbols or distinguishing flags to be carrid by snch
vessels and by ten&rs and similar vcsscls carried by or
attached to or used in conjunction with registered vessels"
and the identiGcation marts on sails, nets or seines, aod
other gcar usod in 6shing, by vessels or olhcnrisc;
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(oo) spccifying infonnation conceming ishedes activatica lo
be pmvided to the Chief Fishcries Officer and the form,
formal crd frequerrcy within wtich thc informrrion is to
be submilt€d:

(pp) pescdbing forms and othcr docunrenls rcquirod for thc
purposes of this Act; and

(qq) prescribing the form and contents of r€gi$ers to bc kept
under this Act.

(3) Regulations made under this scction moy appty to all water
bodies in Ugarda, a single lake, walcr body or port ofa watcr body.

(4) Regulations ma& urder this sccrbo may, in respoc't of ony
contraventiort-

(a) provide for additional cnforccmcrrt porm of outhorisod
officers:

(b) provide for the forfeiturp of anything uscd in thc
commission of an offelrcc;

(c) prescribc 8 pemlty of a 6rc rrcr cxcccding ten thouand
curcncy poins or imprisonment not excecding scvcn
yeors, or both;

(d) in the case of a continuing contnvention, prescribc an
additiooal penalty not excceding one thoussd cur€rrcy
poiots in respocr of erh day on which tho offcocc
contanuG; or

(e) prescribc a higher pcnslty not exceeding twenty
lhousand cunency pointsor imprisonmen I nol excecding
ten years or both in respcct of a second or subscqucnt
contlrvention.
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137. Grideliner
The Chief Fisheries Ofrcer may issr.re guidelines and codes of p-actice
relating to fisheries and fisheries managemenl not inconsistent with
0ris Act and regulations made under this Act.

l3t. Ancodmcnt of Schedule
The Minister man by statutory instnrment, wilh the approval of
Cabinet, arnend the Schedule to this Act.

Panr Xl-fusrrru, Savruis eNo TUNSInoNAL

139. ReporlofCrp. 19?rndCrp. l99
(l ) The Fish Act is repea.led.

(2) The Trout Protection Act is repealed.

(3) A statutory instnrment made under any ofthe Acts repealed
by subsection ( I ), and which is in force immediately be fore the
commcncenrcnt of this Act, shall, unless a contrary intention appears,
remain in force, so far as it is not inconsistent wilh this Act until it is
rcvoked by regulations made under lhis Act and, until that revocation.
shall be deemed to have bcen made under this Act.

1,(). Erirtiry liccnccq permitr eod egrccmcnir
(l) A liccnce or permit issued under tlrc Fish Act repealed

by scction I 39, and which is in force immediately before the
aommenoem€nt of this Act-

(a) slull have efrect fiom the commencement of this Act as if
granted under this Act; and

(b) in the cose of licence or permit for a speci6ed period. shall
remain in force. subject to this Act, for so much of that
period as falls aher the commencement of this Act.
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(2) Any agreernent or similar urangcment made un&r any of
the Acts r€pealed by section I 39 shal! cootinue in force util termimtcd
in accordancc with the terms and oonditioos of the agreancnt or
arranSemetli.
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SCHEDULE

2021

&ction 4 and l3E

CURRENCY POINT

One cunency point is equivatent !o twenty thousand shillings.
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Crou Refetroccr

2lI2t

Access to Information Act, 2fi)5.
Cdminal Procedue Code Act, Csp. I t5.
FishAct,Cap. 197.

Local Govemmcns Act, Cap. 243.
Magistratcs Courts Act Cap. 16.

National Agricultural Advisory Scrvhcs Act, 2fl) I, Act l0 of 2fl)t.
Natiooal Agricultural Research Act, Cap. 205.
Nariooal Enviromnent Act, 2019, Act 5 of 2019.
Ratification of Trcaties Act, Cap. 204.
Tnlfic and Road Safety Act 198, Cap. 361.
Universities and Other Teniary lnstaluliotrs Act, 2001, Act 7 of 2001.
Vessels Registmtion Act, Cap. 362.
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CERTIFICATE

OD

FINAIf CIAL IUPLICATIOIS

(Made under section 76 of the htblic Finance Management
Act,2O15)

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that THE FTSHERTES AND AQUACT LTURE
BILL,2UZl has been examined as required under section 76 of the
Public Finance Management Act, 2015, as amended.

I wish to report as follows -

(a)hrpoae of the Bill

The purpose of the Bill is;
(i) To provide for the control and regulation of all fisheries and

aquaculture production activities and practices in an integrated
manner to achieve conservation and sustainable economic,
social and environmental benefits for the present and future
generations;

(ii) To provide for the administration, management and
coordination with local governments and other stakeholders at
all levels;

(iii) To create a sustainably financed Directorate for the
management of the fisheries sector with clearly defined
structures and linkages between the mandates of national and
local governments and the private sector;

(iv) To promote and guide public participation in the management
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and conservation of fisheries resources including women and
youth and other vulnerable groups;

(v) To promote and guide public private partnerships in fish
production, value addition and marketing;

(vi) To guarantee quality and safety of fish and fishery products
including biosafety and biosecurity;

(vii) To promote research- based decision making and sharing of
information and data: and

(viii) To provide for the mechanism of fisheries, aquaculture and
aquatic weed management.

(b)E:rpectcd bcaeflts of the Blll on the cconomy:

(i) With over 1.2 million people directly dependent on the lisheries
sector as their main source of household income. the anticipated
increase in fish production will create more employment
opportunities for citizens and in turn increase household
incomes;

(ii) Fish being a major source of critically required animal protein
diet for millions of Ugandans, increased lish production and
consumption will improve the nutritiond benefits of citizens;

(iii) Increased volume of hsh traded locally, regionally and
internationally which in turn will facilitate and contribute to
increased revenue generation for the country.

lc)Drpected Outputs:

The expected outputs from the National Fisheries and Aquaculture
Bill, 2O19 are;

(i) Fisheries and Aquaculture Management and Governance

system reviewed;

Research and Appropriate Technolory transfer promoted;

Human Resource Capacity developed;

lncreased fish production and productivity;

Post-Harvest Management, Value addition and Quality

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)
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(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

Assurance promoted;

Fish Trade and Marketing promoted;

Practices for Environmental Sustainability and mitigating

Climate Change promoted;

Fish Biosafety and Disease Control systems established;

Aquaculture Commercialization through establishment of Aqua

parks;

Fisheries and Aquaculture Management Information System

(FAMIS) established.

n"A
M Kasaija (MP) -t

Mini(tcr for Finaace, Plennlng and Econonic Development

Received by

Date:
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(x)

(dlPlaaned E:rpcndlture over the MTEF pcriod:

The total financial implication for implementing this Bill is Uchs.
3O7.t bllllon over a period of five years which as a condition the
Accounting Officer will fully accommodate within the Medium Term
Expenditure Framework (MTEF) of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Animal Industry and Fisheries.

t{
Submitted to Cabinet under my hand trris..24. a 
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