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THE PHYSICAL PLANNERS' REGISTRATION B'LL, 2O2I

MEMORANDUM

I. POLICYANDPRINCIPLES
The object of this Bill is to provide for the establishment ofa Physical

Planners' Registration Board, to provide for the powcrs and functions

of thc Boardl to pmvide for thc registration of physical planners; lo
provide for disciplinary procedures for errant physical planners and to
provide for other related matters.

2. DEFECTSINTHEDXISTINGLAW
Currently there is no lcgal framework regulating physical planners

in Ugonda. uolike other professionals such os lauryers. surv€yors.

engineers and doctors who have rcgulatory framcworks govcming

them. The absence ofa legal framework has compoundcd the practicc

of prcparation of arbitrary physical developmenl plans. uncthical
planning praclices and violotion of minamum physicul planning

standards. mmpanl abuse and use of environmentally sensitive areas.

degradation of tlr cnvironment. cncmachment on public areas zuch

as open spaccs and road rcscrves, deplction of natural rercurces and

disorganised urban and runrl development in the country.

Further, nonexistence of a legal framcwork raiscs a challengc of
identiffing qualilied physical planners from "quack" planners who arc
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usually engaged in poor planning praclices. Uganda was dcclared a
planning area in 2010 by the Physical PlanningAct, 2010 and therefore
lherc rs a need to regulate physrcal planners.

3. REMEDIES
This Bill is intendcd therefore to provide a legal framework to regulale
the practice and activities of physical planners, to separate gualified
planners from "quack" physical planners, to s€t and monitor lhc
slandards for physical planners, to organise urban development in the
country, and to reap from the benefits of urbanisation prooess.

4. PROVISIONSOFTHEBILL

PART I-INTERPRETATION
Part I ofthe Bill provides for thc interpretation of words and phrases

used in the Bill.

PART I I_ESTABLISHMENT OFTHF, PHYSICAL PLANNERS'
REGISTRATION BOARD
Part ll of the Bill, comprising clauses 2.5, establishes the Physical
Planners Registration Board as a body corporate with perpetual
succession (clause 21, provides for the functions of the Board which
include, to set. monitor and regulate standards for physical planners, to
register all eligible persons to practice as physical planners, to veri$
quahfications and eligibility of permns seeking to rcgister as physical
planners (clause l), provide for membership of the Board whrch shall
consist of seven members apJrointed by the Minister for a term of
Ituec years renewable once only (clause 4) and meelings of the Board
(clausc 5).

PART III_RDCISTRATION OF PIIYSICAL PLANNERS
Part lll of the Bill, comprising clauses 6-17 deals with r€gistration
of physical planners such as appointment of a Registrar, register of
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physical planners and planning arsisl,anls, inspection of registcr

upon payment of inspection fee, conditions and qualifications for
registration, temporary rcgistration of physical planners from foreign
country to practice in Uganda and rcmoval of name from the register

on grounds of professional misconduct.

PART IV_DTSCIPLINE OF PHYSICAL PLANNERS ANI)
PLANNTNG ASSISTANTS
Part !V of the Bill in clause l8 provides for a Disciplinary Committee
consisting of fivc mcmbers to discipline errant physical planncrs.

Clauses 19, 20 and 2l pmvide for complaints made to the Disciplinary
Committee against a physical plarurcr. proccdurc to he followed by the

Disciplinary Committee and decisions of thc Disciplinary Committee.
rcspectively.

Clauses 22 to 28 deal with appeals, against orders of the Dix'iplinary
Committee. which shall lie to the lligh court, thc powcr ol' llrc
High Court on apJreal which include refening the matler bmk to
thc Disciplinary Committee. with directions for its finding on any

speciGed point; or confirming. setting aside or varying any order mude

by the Disciplinary Committee, a rcquiremcnt that the order made

by the Disciplinary Committee and the !!igh Courr be entered on the

register, and that procccdings in coufls of law shall not bar dix'iplinary
proceedings under lhe Act.

PARTV_FINANCES
Part V of the Bill. comprising clauses 30-36. provides for financial
matters of the Board including firnds, opening bank accounls,

€slimates. financial ycar, accounls, audit and annual report.

PARTVT_GENI:RAL
Parl Vl of the Bill, comprising clauscs 37-47. deals wilh general

malterc such as alteration in register. power of the lJoard to constitutc
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committees, inspection of offices, professional Code of Ethics of
physical planners, proteclion from liability of members and staff of
the Board, rcquirement of registered physical planners to undergo
continuing professional development, appeals from decisions of the
Board, power of the Minister to make Regulations and transition
period for qualified pcrsons lo register as physical planners.

HON. JUDITI I NABAKOOBA,
Minister of Lands, Howing and Urban Dewlopment.
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THE PHYSICAL PLANNERS' RECISTRATION BILL. 202!
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A Bill for an Act

ENTITLEI)

THE PHYSICAL PLANNERS' R"EGISTRATTON ACT, 202 I

An Acl lo provirlc for thc eslablishmcnl of r Physicel Planncrs'
Rcghlnaion Borrd; to pruvide lor the powers end functions of
lhe Borrd, to provide for the rcgistretion of phycical planncn; lo
providc for dircipllorry proccdurcs for ernnl physicrl plrnncrs
and for olher rrhled mrlacrs.

BE lT ENACTED by Parliarnent as follows-

Pnnr I-Pnpr.uurunY

l. hterprrtrlaoD
ln this Act. unless the contexl otherwise requircs-

"lloard" means the Physical l'tanners' Registration Board
cstablisherl by section 2 of this Aclt

"chairperson" means lhe chairperson of thc Physicul Planners'
Registration Board;

"Comminee" mcans the Disciplinary Commitlce established by
section l8 of this Actl

"corporate member'' means-
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(a) a person who has a degree in physical planning
or other physical planning related qualifrcation by
whatever name called, recognised by lhe Board; and

(b) a membcr of the lnstitute with at least one year's
physical planning experaence in Uganda;

"currency point" has thc value assigned to il in Schedule I to
this Act;

"lnslilule" mcans lhe Uganda lnstitute of Physical Planners
incorporated under the Companies Act, 2012, registration
number 203480 of20l5l

"member" means a member ofthe Physical Planners Registration
lJoard;

"Minister" means the Minisler rcsponsible for physical planning;

"planning assistant" means a pe rson who has a diploma in
physical planning or olher diploma in physical planning
related qualifications, by whatever name calld, recognised
by the Board;

"rcgistered physical planner" means a person whose name is
duly entered in the register and for the purposes of Part lV
of this Act irrcludes-

(a) any person permitled to psactice under section 13;
and

(b) any person who carries out work of a natur€ nomally
perlbrmed by a registered physical planner or who is
cntrtled to act or who purpons to act as, or pretends
to bc, a regasler€d physical planner;

"Rcgistrar" mcans the regisur apgrinted by the Board under
section 6 of lhis Act.

4
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Parr ll-PrrysrcAr. Pr.ANNriRs' Rpcrsrnrrrou Bonnu

2. Erlablishmenl of lhc Physicel Phnncrs Rcglstrrtion lloard
(l) There is established a Board to bc known as thc Physical

Planners' Registration Board.

(2) The Board is a body corporate with pcrpetual succcssion and
a common seal and may, for the purposes of discharging ils functions
unrler this Act-

(a) acquirc, hold and disposc of movcablc and immovable
property;

(b) sue and be sued in its corporalc namcl and

(c) do all auts and things as a body corporalc may lawfully do.

3. Fuoctioos of tbe Borrd
The functions of the Board arc-

(a) lo set, monitor and regulalc standards for physical planners:

(b) to register all persons cligiblc to praclicc as physical
plannen or planning assistanls in accordancc wilh this
Actl

(c) to veri! the qualificalions and cligibility ofall applicanls
seeking registration with thc lloardt

(d) to exerrcise. through the Disciplinary Committcc,
disciplinary conlnrl over physicat planners and planning
assislanLst

(c) to acl as an authcnticalion cenlre for qualified physical
planncrs and planning assistants in consullalion with the
rclevant degree or diploma awarding insitutionl

(0 to set and regulate thc conduct ofprofcssionalcxaminations
under lhis Act; and

(g) lo issue codes of praclice to regulate the conduct of
physical planners and planning a$istanls.

5
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4. Membcrship of thc Borrd
(l) The Board shall consist of seven members who shall be

qualified physical planners appointed by lh€ Minister on such terms
and condrtrons as the Minister may prescribe in their instnrments of
appointment, as follows-

(a) a chairperson who shall have exJrerience of at leasl ten
years in physical planning and who is a corporate member;

(b) two penons from public servicc who ar€ corporate
members;

(c) lhree persons from the private sector one ofwhom shall be
nomrnatcd by the lnstitute; and

(d) one penon from the academia, who shall be a corporatc
member nominated by the lnstitute.

(2) At lcast one third of thc mcmbers of the Board shall be
women

(3) A memher ofthe Board shall hold ollice for three years and
is eligible lirr reapJroinlment for one further term.

(4) A member of the Board may, in writing, addressed to the
Minister, resign his or her oflice or may be removcd by the Minister
from office-

(a) for abuse of office;

(b) l'or inability to perform his or her functions arising from
infirmity of body or mind;

(c) for incompetence;

(d) for failure to anend tluee consecutive meetings of the
Board wrthout reasonable grounds; or

(e) on conviction ofan offence involving moral turpitude.
(r
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(5) The members of the Board shall be paid such remuneration
or other allowances as the Minister shall. in consultation with tlrc
Minister resJrcnsible for finance. detemine.

3. Mcclingr of thc Boerd
Schedule 2 applies to the meetings ofthc Lloard.

Pnn I lll-lkarsrMTt(N or Pr rvsrcau Pr.axr.rcns

Managemenl orul StotJ of thc Boord

6. Regirtrrr
(t) Thc Board shall appoint a registrar who shall hold oflice in

accordance with the lerms and conditions of his or her appointment.

(2) The registrar shall be the chiefexecutive offcer offtc Board
and shall be a full-time employee of thc lloard.

(3) The registrar shall-

(a) keep and maintain thc rcgislcr of physical planners and
planning assistanB;

(b) make necessary alterations and corrections in the register
in relation to any enlry a-s may he directed by the Boardl

(c) removc from the reBister-

(i) the name ofany pcrson ordcrcd lo bc removed under
this Acl;

(ii) the namc ofa dcccascd physical planncr or planning
assistant;

(iii) any entry which nray have been incorrectly or
fraudulcntly made in lhe register; or

(iv) wift lhc conscnt of thc physical planner concemed,
thc namc of thc physical planner who has ceased to
practice.

7
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(4) The registrar shall be the s€cretary to the Board and shall he
responsible for-

(a) rccording the minutes of the meetings of thc Board and its
committees; and

(b) keeping custody ofall records and documents ofthc Board.

(5; Thc registrar shall cease to hold office if-
(o) he or she rcsigns:

(b) hc or she is declared or becomes insolvent or hos made an
arrangement with his or her creditors; or

(c) he or she has been convicted ofan offence and sentenced
to imprisonment for six months or more by a competent
coun in Uganda or outside Uganrla withour fte oplion of a
6ne.

(6) The registrar may be rcmoved by the Board fmm office-

(a) for abuse ofoffice:

(b) for inability to perform his or her functions arising from
infirmity of body or mind;

(c) for incompetence; or

(d) for misbehaviour or misconduct.

1, Othcr olficcrs rnd strff
(l) The Board may, on the advice ofthe registrar, appoint other

ollicers and staffof the Board.

(2) The officers and staffappointed under this section shall hold
office on such terms and conditions as the Board shall determine in
their instrumcnts of appointment.

8
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Registration of Physical Planners

2021

E. Rcgister of physicrl plennerr aod plroniog rssistrnls
(l) The registrar shall keep and maintain a rcgister of physical

planncrs and planning assistants approvcd for rcgistration by the
Board.

(2) The regisler shall indicate against every physical planner or
planning assislant registcrcd-

(a) his or hcr namc;

(b) the date ofcntry in the registe[
(c) his or her addrcss;

(d) his or her qualificationsi and

(e) any other parliculars as thc Board may dircct.

(l) The registrar shall cause to be publishcd in the Cazette, the
namc of every penpn enter€d or sruck oaf lhe rcgister as soon as is
practicablc.

(4) The registrar shall. after the lst day of January and not later
than thc 3lst day of March in each year. causc to be publishcd in the
Cazetle, thc up-to-date regrsler maintained under this section.

(5) The register published under subscction (a) shall be
prima/acie evidence that a person named in thc register is a registered
physical planner or planning assistant.

9. lnspection of rqbler
Any person may, during olficc hours and on payment of the prescribed
fee, inspect lhe regislcr or any document or entry in the register and
may obtain from lhc rcgistrar, a copy of, or an exlract from the registcr.

10. PnooJof documcnls
( I ) In any legal procccdings, a document purporting to be a copy

of, or an exttact from thc register or any docum€nl kept or publishcd

9
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by the registrar which is certified by the registrar to be a true copy or
extract shal! be admissible ts primo tacie evidence of the contents of
lhe register or documenl.

(2) The registrar shall not, in any legal proceedings to which he
or she is not a party, be comJrelled-

(a) to produce the rcgister or any documenl if its contents can
be proved uoder subsection ( I ); or

(b) to appar as witness to prove an cnlry in the register or the
matlers rccorded in the register or any document, unless
lhe court, for special cause, so orders.

tl. Conditions rnd qurliftcations for rtgirtrrtion
Subject to this Act, a ltrson is entitled, on making an application lo the
Board in the prescribed lbrm, and on the payment ofthe prescribed fee,
to be registered and to have his or her name entered in the ttgister-

(a) as a registered physical plannea if-
(i) he or she is the holder ofa bachelor's or poslgraduale

degrcc in urban planning, urban and regional
planning, spatial planning, physical planning or
other qualifications. by whatever name called, from
a university or other institution recognised for the
time being by the Board;

(ii) hc or she is a corporate member; and

(iii) he or she has not less lhan lwo years praclical
experience and has passed the professional
examination conducted by the Board;

(b) as a planning assistant if-
(D he or she is the holder ofa diploma in urban planning,

urban and regional planning, spatial planning,
physical planning or olher qualification, by what€ver

l0
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name called, from a university or othcr institution
rccogniscd for the time being by the Board; and

(ii) hc or she has not less than two years practical
expcricncc obtained under the supervision ol a
rcgislcred physical planner and has passed lhe
professional examination conducted by the Board.

12. Approv.l for rcgistrrtion
(l) An application made to the Board under section I I shall be

considcrcd by thc Board and ifthe Board is satislierl that the applicant
is qualifcd, the Board shall approve the applicant lbr registration.

12) Where the Board approves an applicant for registration unrler
subsection (l). the Board shall authorisc thc rcgistrar to enter the name
of the applicant in lhe regisler.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, the opproval ofan application
under this section shall bc donc by thc Board and shall not be dclegated
to any committee of the Board.

13. Temporrry regislrrlkrn
(l ) Where a person satisfies the Board-

(a) that he or shc is qualified under section I I (a)r

(b) hc or she is a corporate member in his or her country of
origin or a corporate physical planner. by whatevcr namc
callcd, recognised by the Board and fumishcs sufficicnt
guarantee ofacademic knowledgc and praclical experiencc
in physical planning;

that he or she is not ordinarily resident in Ugandal and

that he or shc is, or intends to bc resident in Uganda and
engage in practice as a physical plamer for the specil'rc
work for which hc or shc has tren engaged.

(c)

(d)

ll
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the Board may direct the registrar to register that person either for a
period not exceeding one year or for the period of the duration ofthc
specific work which hc or she has been engaged to do.

(2) An application for registration under this section shall
be made in the prescribed form accompanied by the prescribed fee

and documentary evidence of the applicanl's work or employment
immediately prior to his or her coming to Uganda and the Board may
require the applicant to appear hfore it for the purposes of considering
his or her application.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, lhis Act applies to a person
registered under this section, for the duralion of his or her rcgistration.

14. CcrlificrJc of rtgblrolaon rnd cffect of rcgistrrtion
( I ) The registrar shall issue a certificate of registration to every

p€rson regislered under section 12 or 13.

(2) A person whose name has heen entered in the regisler under
s€clions ll(a), 12 or 13, shall, so long as his or her name remains in
the register, and subiect to scclion I 7, bc entitled lo adopt and use the
style and title "physical planner" and to offer his or her services to
the public for gain or reward or by way of trade as a profcssionally
gualilied physical planner.

t 5. Rcmovrl of nrme from rcgirlcr
(l ) The Board may direct that the name of a registered physical

planner be removed fmm the registcr where il is satisfied that lhe
registered physical planncr has-

(a) died;

(b) fuiled to pay the prescribed fee within the stipulated time;

(c) failed, wrthin a period of six months from the date of
a witten inquiry sent by the rcgistmr lo his or her last
known address, to noti$ fie registrar in wriling of his or
her current address;

t2
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(d) requested that his or her name be removcd from the
rcgister;

(e) had his or her name entered in thc rcgister by mistake or
by rcason of any false or mislcading informadon:

(f) had his or her qualification undcr scction I I withdrawn or
canccllcd by the institution through which it was acquired
or awardcd;

(g) been adjudged bankrupt;

(h) becn found by the Disciplinary Committee to be guilty of
pmfcssional miscondrar:ti or

(i) been convicted ofan offencc under this Act.

(2) Exccpt in lhe circumstances specified in subsection ( I [a). a
registered physical planner whose name is removcd from the rcgister
shall bc informed in writing by the rcgistrar of the removal of his or
her name from thc rcgister.

(3) The registrar shall cause to be published in the Cazcnc and in
a newspap€r of national circulation as soon as practicable. thc name,
address and qualilications of a person whose name is removcd ftom
the register under this section

(4) Except in thc circumstances specified in subsection (lXa),
whenever a r€gislered physical plamer's name is rcmoved from the
register, his or her practicing certificate shall immcdiately be deemed
to be cancelled. and he or she shall rcturn the Faclicing cenificate to
the registrar.

16. Restorrtion of neme on rcgister
(l) Where thc name of a registered physical planner has been

removed from thc rcgister under section I 5. his or her name shull not
be re-enlcrcd on the r€gister. unless thc lloard otherwise directs.

l3
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(2) Where thc name of a registered physical planner has been
removed from the register under scction 15, the Board tnay, eilhel
of its own motion or on the application of any person made in thc
prescribed form and in either car after holding an inquiry-

(a) uphold the removal ofthc name from the rcgislcr; or

(b) direct that the name of the physical planner be restored on
the register.

(3) A direction given by the Board under subsection (2) may
include the datc upon which restoralion of the narne on the register
shall take cffect and provide for the payment by the physical planner
concemed ol' a fee, not exceeding the fee payable in respect of an
application for registration.

17. lssue of prrcalclng ccrtificates end right to prrclicc
(l) The registrar shall issue a praclicing certilicate to every

physical plarurer whose name appars on the register and who applies
for o certificate and pays the prescribed fee.

(2) A practicing certificate shall be in the prcscribed form and
shall be valid unlil the 3l st day of December next after ils issue.

(3) A practicing certificate issucd under this Act may be renewed
on application to the registrar and on payment oflhc prescribed [ee.

(4) Subject to any regulations made under this Act, a registered
physical planner who has a valid practicing certificate issued under
this Act may practice as such in Uganda.

(5) A registcred physical planner who is not in possession of
a valid practicing certificate or whose practicing cenancate has been
suspended or cancelled and who practices as a physical planner,
commits professional misconduct.

l4
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(6) ln addition to any punishment prcscribcd undcr this Act, the
client ofa physical planner to whom subsection (5) relatcs, is cntitlcd
to a refund by the physical planner conccrncd ofany fees paid to that
physical planner by lhc client and to compcnsation in rcspect ofany
cosls or loss incured by thc client as a result of the conduct of lhc
physical planner.

Prnr lV-Dtsctrurlr or PnysrcaL Pulmrns rro
Pt.anNtwG AsstsraNts

lE. DisciplinaryCommitaee
( I ) Tlrcre is established a committcc of the Board to be known as

the Disciplinary Commincc which shall consist of-
(a) a chairperson appointed by lhe Board from among

ils mcmbers who shall preside at all mcctings of thc
Committee; and

(b) four members appointed by the Board from among its
members.

(2) The rEgislrar shall be the sccretary to the Disciplinary
Committec.

(3) A member of thc Disciplinary Committee shall hold officc
for as long as he or she is a mcmber of thc lloard and shal! be eligiblc
for re-appointment.

(4) The quorum of the Disciplinary Committec shall be tluee
members.

(5) During the absence or rnability to acl of the chairperson or
any mcmber of the Disciplinary Committcc. the Boatd rnay nominatc
any membcr of rhe Board lo acl as the tcmporary chairperson of the
Disciplinary Commifiee or os a temporsry mcmber of the Disciplinary
Committee, as the circumstances require, during the period of such
absence or inability to act.

t5
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(6) Members of the Comminee shall be paid such remuneration
and allowances as the Minister may detcrmine.

19. Complalnts.
( I ) A person may make a complaint of professional misconduct

against a physrcal planner to the Disciplinary Commince.

(2) The Secr€tary to the Disciplinary Comminee shall, within
14 days of receipt of a complaint, refer the malter lo lhe Disciplinary
Committee, which shall lix a dale for hearing the complaint.

(3) Whenever in the opinion of the Disciplinary Comminec
the complarnt does not disclose any prima facie case of professional
misconduct, the Disciplinary Committee may, al any stage of the
proceedings, dismiss thc complaint without requiring the physical
planner 1o whom the complaint retales lo answer any allegations
made against that physical planner; but the Disciplinary Committee
shall hear thc complainanl before dismissing the complaint under this
subsection.

(4) The Disciplinary Comminee shall give the physical planner
againsl whom the complaint is made an opportunity to appear before
il, and shall furnish him or her wilh a copy of the complaint, and of any
document in supJrort of the complaint.

20. Procodure of Disciplinary Commiltec
The Disciplinary Committee sholl follow lhe procedure prescribed in
Schedule 3 to lhis Acl.

21. Ilccisionr of thc Disciplinary Committcc
(l) The Disciplinary Cbmmittee may, afler considering lhe

evidence adducerl, order that thc complaint be dismissed or, if the
Disciplinary Comminee is of the opinion that a case of professional
misconduct on the part ol'lhe physical planner has been made out, the
Disciplinary Comminee may make any of the following orders-
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(a)

(b)

caution the physical planner;

suspension of the physical planner liom practicc for a
spocilied period not exceeding two ycars;

strike off the name of the physical planner off the register;
or

payment of a firc by the physical planncr not exceeding
one hundred currency points.

(c)

(d)

(2) The Comminee shall give a copy ol'its decision under
subsection (l) to the complainanl and the physical planner to whom
the complaint relales.

22. Appcal rgalnst order ol DisciplioarT Committec
(l ) A person aggrieved by an orderof thc Disciplinary Comminee

may appeal to the High Coun against the order of the Committee.

(2) An appeal by an aggrieved person under lhis section shall-

(a) be by notice of appeal to the High Court within fourteen
days from the date of lhe decision of the Committee; and

(b) be by 6ling with the High Court, a memorandum sctting
out the grounds ofappeal within thirty days after the giving
ofthc noticc of appeal refened to under paragraph (a).

23. Powcrof High Court
(l) The High Court may, afler hearing an apJreal against the

decision of the Disciplinary Comminee-

(a) refer the maner back to the Disciplinary Committce, with
directions for its finding on any spccified point; or

(b) confirm. set aside or vary any order made by the
Disciplinary Commitlee or substitute for it such order as it
may consider 6t.
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(2) Every dccision of the High Court made under rhis section
shall be frnal and conclusive and shall not be subjcct to appeal to any
other court.

24. Ordcn to bc nolcd oo thc rrgbter
Thc registrar shall cause a note of the eflbct of a 6nal order of the
Disciplinary Committee or High Coud to be entered in the register
against the name of thc physical planner concemed, and where the
order so dirccts, shall strike offhis or her name from the register.

25. Diociplioary powcnr rs to phooing osdstrnlr
(l) A person may apply to the Disciplinary Comminee for

an order dirccting lhat a registered physical planner shall not, in
connection with his or her practice, lake inlo or rctain in his or her
employment or r€munerate any penlon who, being or having been a
planning assistant to the rcgistercd physical planncr-

(a) has been convicted ofan offence involving fraud or deceit;

(b) has bcen a party to any act or default ofa rcgisered physical
planner in respcct of which a complaint has been madc
against that registered physical planner to thc Disciplinary
Commitlee: or

(c) has so conducted himself or hcrself while employed as a
planning assistant to a registered physical planner thal had
he himselfor she hersclf been a registcrcd physical planncr,
the conduct mlght have formcd the subject of a complaint
against him or hcr to the Disciplinary Committec.

(2) Thc Disciplinary C'orunittee may glant permission in writing
to an applicant refcmd to in subseclion ( I ), for such period and subjcct
to such condidons as thc Committcc may consider fil.

(3) 'l'he provisions of sections l9(3), (4). and 20 shall, wilh
necessary modifications, apply ro the hearing ofan application under
this section.
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(4) Every order made by the Disciplinary Comminee under
this section shall be filed, on a 6le to be kcpl for that pueosc, by the
s€cretary to the Disciplinary Committee, who shall causc a c€rtified
copy of the order to be delivered to lhe person to whom it relates or
forward it by rcgistered post to hisor hcr last known address.

26. Righl of appca! of plrnning rssbtrnt
(l) A pcrson againsl whom an order has been made by the

Disciplinary Committee under section 25 may, within 14 days from
the date of receipt of the order, appeal against the order to the High
Court, by filing a notice of appeal to the registrar. and a memorandum
sening out the grounds of appeal within 30 days after 6ling of the
noticc of appeal.

(2) The High Court shall set down for hearing any appea! filed
under subsection (l) and shall give the Disciplinary Committee and
the appellant, not less than 2l days'notice of the date of the hearing.

(3) 'lte provisions of sections 23 afi 24 shall, with necessary
modilicalions, apply to lhe hearing ofappeals under this section.

27. Olfences rnd pemlticr waah repcca to employmcnl ol
plrnring rssfuarnl rgrinst whom en ordcr is it forrc
(l)A person against whom an order made under section 25 is in

force, who accepls employment by, or remuncration from, a registered
physical planner in connection with his or her practice as a regislered
physical planncr, commits an offence.

(2) A regisler€d physical planner who knowingly acts in
contravention of an order made under section 25, or in contravention
of any condition subject to which the pcrmission ol the Disciplinary
Committee may have becn given under subsection (l) of that section,
commits an ofrence.

(3) A person who commils an offence under subsection ( I ) or (2),
is liable, on conviction, to a 6ne nol exceeding one hundred curcncy
points or imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, or both.
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28. Order of tte Dbciplinery Commillee to be reccived in
cvftlence

Every rcport and every ordcr made by the Disciplinary C'ommitlee
under this Act shall be signed by thc chairperson ofthe Committee. and
any documcnt purporting to be a report or an ordcr so signcd shall be
rcceived in evidence in any judicial prcc€€dings or in any prccccdings
under this Act. and shall bc dccmed to be such a report or ord$ without
frrther goof of ils contents, unlcss the contriry is shown.

29. Proccedingr uodcr thir P.rt to bc in rdrlitlon to other
ttDedic!
(l ) No prcceedings, whcthcr civil ot criminal. and whethcr

pending or terminate4 shall bc a bar to disciplinary procecdings urder
this Pan bascd on the same or subslantially the same facts as those to
which the civil or criminal proccedings relate.

(2) No disciplinary procdings under thas Part. whcthcr pending
or termirated, shall be a bar to any civil or criminal procccdings or
otlrer remedy based on the samc or substantidly lhe samc facts as
those to which lhe proceedings under this Part relate.

Panr V-FrNercrs

30. Fundr ofthe Borrd
The funds ofthc Board shatl consisl of-

(a) monies appropriatcd by Parliamenl for tlrc purposcs of the
Board;

(b) registration and annual subscription fees from registered
physicd planrcrs;

(c) fccs, 6nes and moncy paid to the Board for services
rendered under this Act:

(d) fc,,cs paid for practicing certificates under this Act:

(e) loans to the Board wirh the approval of the Minisler, the
Minister rcsponsible for financc and Parliament;
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(t) grants, gifts or donations to the Board made with the
approval of the Minister and the Minister responsible for
finance; and

(S) any revenuc derived from the sale ofany property, movable
or immovable by or on behal f of the Board.

31. Power lo opcn rnd olrrrlc brnk accounts
( I )'l'he Board mry, with the authority of the Accountant General,

opeo and maintain bank accounls as arc necessary for the performance
of the functions of the Board.

(2) The bank accounts of the Board shall be operated in
accordancc with the lhblic Finance Management Act, 2015.

32. Esaimrter
The Boanl shall, in accordance with lhe Public Finance Management
Act,2015 cause to be prepared and submitted to the Minister for
approval, estimates of the income and expenditure of the Board and
the operating plan of the Board for the next financial year.

33. Financiel ycrr of Borrd
The financia! year of the Board is the period of twelve months
beginning on the l! day of July in each ycar, and ending on the 30'r'
day of June in the next calendar year.

34. Accounag
The Board shall-

(a) kccp proper books of accounts and all records relating to
thc transaclions and affairs ofthe Board;

(b) within two within two months afrer the end of the financial
year, prepare annual financial statement for the preceding
financial year and submit a copy to the Auditor Ceneral,
Accounlant General and Secretary to Treasury.
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33. Audi.
The Audilor General or an auditor appointcd by the Auditor Gercral
slul!. in each linancial year, audil the accounts of thc lJoard in
accordance with the National Audit Act, 2008.

36. Annuel report
( t ) The Board shall submit to the Minister. as soon as Facticable

but ml latcr than tlree months aftcr thc end of each financial year, a
report detailing thc activities and operations of the Board during the
year to which the report relates.

(2) 'lhe Minister shall. within two months after receipl of lhe
annual report, submit thc report lo Parliament with any stalcnrent on
lhe report which he or she considerc nccessary.

(3) The Board shall publish lhe annual rcport and the repon of
the auditcd accounts in a newspapcr of national circulation within six
months after lhe end ofeach financial year.

Pmr Vl-Corsnu

37. Alaer.lions in rcgirler
( I ) The registrar may-

(a)

(b)

(c)

malcc any correction in thc register as may be ncccssary;

remove from the register. the name of any deceascd
physical planncr;

remove from thc register the namc of a physical planner
whose narne has been ordered to be removcd under this
Act;

with the consenl ofthe physical planncr concemed. remove
from the rcgister the name of a physical planner who has
ceased to practice.
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(2) Where the registrar has reason to believe that a registered
physical planner has ceascd to practice, he or she may send to that
physical planner, a notice seeking clarificalion on whether that physical
planner has ceased to practice in Uganda and ifno reply is reccived by
the registrar within six months from the date ofthe notice. the registrar
shall remove from the register the name of the physical planner.

38. Commilteec
( l) 'lhe Board may appoint such other committees of the Board

from among ils members to deal with specific maners of the Board.

(2) The Board shal!, in uniting, spcci$ the terms and conditions
of service of the members of a comminee appoinled under this section.

(3) A committee may invite any pemon to attend its meetings
and may co-pt any person to the commitlee but that peBon shall not
vote on any maner before the comminee.

(4) Subject to any direction given by the Board, a committee
appointed under this section may regulate its own procedure.

(5) Members of a commiltee appointed under this section shall
be paid such allowances as the Boanl may determine.

39. lnspcction of officcs
The Board may, during working hours, inspcct thc prcmises or offices
of a physical planner to ascertain whelher lhe premises or offices are
suitable for carrying on the business ofphysical planning and whether
the physical planner is able lo supervisc all planning work.

40. Profecsioorl Code of Ethhs
(l) Every physical planner rcgistered under this Act shall be

subject to the Professional Code of Ethics prescribed in Schedule 4 to
this Act.
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(2) A physical planner who conlmvcrrcs the Professional Code
of Ethics commits professional misconduct and shall bc dcalt with by
the Disciplimry Committee as appropriatc.

41. Protcctioa from liebility of memberr rnd ctaff of Board
A member of thc Board. an officer of the Board, a person acting on the
directions of the Board or of an ofrcer of the Boanl is not pcrsonally
liable for any act ff omission done in good faith in the exercise of
functions under this Act.

42, Regirtercd pbyrlcr! phnner to undcrgo conllouing cducrtlon
(l) A r€gistcred physical planner cngagcd in active public

or private practic€ shall underlake minimum conlinuing cducation
requiremenls as prcscribed by the Board.

(2) The Board man by notice in the Gazette, dclcgate the
rcsponsibility of arranging continuing edrcation in subsection (l) lo
fie lnslitute.

43. OlTences
(l) A person who-

(a) fraudulently makcs, causes or permits to be ma&. any
falsc or inconect entry in the rcgister;

(b) fraudulently prccurcs or attcmpls to procure himself,
herselfor any olher person to bc rcgistered under this Act;

(c) knowingly and willfully makcs a statement which is falsc
in a material particular or which is misleading with o view
to gaining any advanlage, concession or privilcgc under
this Act. whether for himself or for any other person;

(d) not being a registcrcd physical planner-

(i) falsely prctends to be o physical planner;
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(iD uses the style or title "physical planner" or any other
name, style, title or description implying, whelher in
itsclf or in the circumstances in which it is used, that
such pcrson is a registercd physical planner;

(iii) holds himself or herself out to be a professionally
qualified physical planner,

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a 6ne not exceeding
forty eight currency points or imprisonment not exceeding lwo years
or both.

(2) A person upon whom a summons has been served under lhis
Act-

(a) refuses or neglects, without sulficienl cause, to anend at
the inquiry;

(b) refuscs, without sul[cient cause, to answer fully and
salisfactorily to the best ofhis or her knowlcdge and belief
all questions put to him or her by or wilh the concunence
of the Commince or Board;

(c) refrrses or omits, without sufficient cause, lo Foduce any
document in his or her possession or under his or her
contlol which is specified in lhe summons or orde(

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a finc not exceeding
lwenly four currency points or imprisonrnent not exceeding twelve
months or both.

U. Appcrls from decirions of the Boerd
( I ) A person aggrieved by a decision of the Board-

(a)

(b)

(c)

rcfusing to register his or her namc;

removing his or her name from the register;

refusing lo rcstore his or her name on the register; or
25
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(d) suspcnding his or her practicing certilicatc,

nuy, within thirty days from thc dale of receipl of the written decision
of the Board, appeal to the lligh Coua against the dccision.

(2) The lligh Court may give dircctions as it deems fit and the
decision of the High Court shall be final.

45. Regulotions
(l ) The Minister may, in consultation with the Board, by

statutory instrument, make regulations generally for giving cffect to
the provisions of this Act.

(2) Without limiting the gcncral cfrc'ct of subsection ( I ). the
Minister may makc rcgulations relaling to-

(a) the condrct of the business ofthe Board and the procedure
to be followed by the Board in any inquiry under this Act;

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

rhe duties of the rcB,israr;

the issuance of ccrlificates of registrstaon:

application fees. the fees to be paid for inspcction of the

registcr. certificatcs, exlracls, copies and lists of, or in
relation lo entries in the register;

any lbrms to be used for the purposes of this Act; or

anything r€quired by this Act to be prescribcd.

(3) The Board, may, by sblulory instrument, make regulations
prescribing-

(a) thc management ofthc property and funds of the Board:

(b) the appoinlment of committees of thc lloard;
26
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(c) lhe disciplinary contml of oftcers and employees of the
Board;

(d) the procedure to be followed by persons applying for
r€gistration;

(e) the granting of a spocial rank, howsoevcr styled, to
physical planners of long standing, skill and experience
and the regulating of their practice;

(f) the minimum continuing education requirements; or

(g) thc Ges to be charyed by physical planners for pmfessional
advice, services rcndered and work done.

45. Amcndmcnt of Schcduleg
( I ) 

'the Minister may, with the approval of Cabiner, by strrturory
instrument, amend Schedule I of this Act.

(2) The Ministcr may, by statutory instnrment, amend Schedules
2,t and 4 of this Act.

47. Trrnsition
Where, on the coming into force of this Act, a pennn is actively
engaged in the praclice ofphysical planning and has bccn continuously
so engagcd for a period of not less than 6ve ycars, thal person for
the purposes ofan applicataon made under section l2 within one year
after coming into force of this Act, is lo be taken to be qrulified in the
manner required by section I l.
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SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE I

CURNENCYPOINT

A curency point is cquivalenl to twenty lhousand shillings

2021

Sections I utul 46
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Sectiom 5 ad 46

MEETINGS OFTTIE BOARD

L Mcelio3e of ibc bornl
( I ) The chairperson shall convcne eveiy meeaing of lhe Board at timGs

and places as fie Bosrd may determine and the Board shall meet for the
drscharge ofbusiness st lesst oncc in every lhree morths.

(2) The charrperson may, at any time, convene a special meetrngof lhe
Board and shall also call a meetrng wilhin fourteen days, if requested to do
so in writing by at leasl four m€mbers of thc Board.

(3) Notice ofa Board mocting rofened to in subparagraph ( I ) shall be
given in wriling to each member at teasl seven wo*ing days before the day
ol'lho meetin8.

(4) The chairperson shall prcside at evcry meeting oflhe Board ond in
lhe ahsencc oflhe chairperson, thc members presenl shall appoint a membcr
fiom amoog themselves to presrde at lhat meeling.

Quorum
( I ) The quorum for a mecting of $e Roord is four membcrc

(2) All decisions at a me€tang ofthe Boad shall be by a majority ofthc
votes of the membem Fesenl and voling and in cesc ofon cqual y ofvotes,
lhe lrcrson presiding at the meeting shall havc I c8sling voae in addrtioo to
his or her deliberative vote.

3. MaDule! of tDcellngs
(l) The Board shall cause to be rccorded and lepl minutes of all

mceling,s ofthc Boad in a form approvcd by lhe Board.

(2) The minutcs rccorded under this paragraph shall be submittcd to
the Board for confirmation at its nexl meeting following thot to which lhc

29
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minutes relate and when so confrmed. shatl be signed by thc chairperson
8nd lhr sec,ctary to the Board, in the presencc ofthe membcrs pres€ot at Oe
laner meeting.

4. Dccidor by circohlioo ofprpen
(l ) Subject to subparagraph (2), decisions ofthe Board may he made by

the circulation of the relevant papers among the memberc and lhc cxpecssion
of their vicws in wrting but any membcr is entitled to request that any such
decisioo shall be defened untit the subjcct mane, has been considercd at a
me€ting of lhe Bosrd.

(2) A decision made by circulstaon of papers undcr this paragraph is
not valid unhss it is supporlcd by not less than five mcmbers.

3. Po*er to coopt
( I ) The Boad may cGopt any penron who. in thc opinion ofrhe Board.

has cxpert knowledge conccmrng the firnctions of lhc Board, to anend ontl
ukc paa in Oe proceedings of the Board.

(2)A person co-opted under this section may take part in any discussion
at lhc mcelinB of thc Board on which his or hcr advice is rcquired but sholl
nol have any nght to vote at lhet meeling.

6. Vrlldlry of proccrdi[gr rot ttleclcd by vrceory, erc
The validity ofany proceedings ofthe Board shall not bc affected by a vacancy
in io membership or by any dcfect in lh€ appolnuncnt or qualification ofa
memhr or by rrsson that a person nol entitled, took part in its procecdings

7. Dlsclooore of inlenrl of mcmben
(l) A membcr of the Bosrd who is in any way directly or indircctly

intcrcsted in a conlract made or propoaed to bc made by the Board. or in any
otlrcr mstler which falls to be considered by the Board, shall disclose the
mture of his oe he. inleresl at I mecting of thc tloard.

(2) A disclosure made under subparagraph ( I ) shal be recordod in the
minutes of Ust meeling.
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(3) A membcr who makes a disclosore under subparagraph (l) shall
rtot-

(a) be prcsenl during rny deliberation ofthe Board with respect to
thal maller; oa

(b) oke pan in any decision ofthe Boad with rcspect to that mattcr.

(4) Fo, lhe pu,poses of del€mining wheiher there is a quonrm, a

member wilhdrawing from a mecting or who is nol taking pad io I meeting
under subparagraph (3) shall be trealed as b€ing present.

t. Serl oJ tbc board
(l)'the Board shatl have a oommofl seal, whrch shall be kept in

custody of the sccrctary.

(2) The affixing oftho scal to any document shall.

(a) bc authoriscd or ratified by rcsolution ofthc Bo$d; snd

(b) b€ aulh€nlicoted by the signature ofthe chairperson.

9, Borrd may rcgulate its pmcedorr
SubJect lo this Acl, thc Boad may regulate its own procedure or rny othor
mallcr reloting to its meetings.
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SCHEDULE 3

2021

,$r,ctions 20 ond 46

PROCEDURD OF DISCIPLINARY COMMIITEE.

l. St lement ofchrrger
(l) The secrelary to the Committee shall ceuse to be preparcd a

slatement seninE, out the charges to be inquircd rnlo by lhe Disciplinary
Committee and a copy ofthe statement shall b€ givcn to eoch mcmber ofthe
Disciplinary Commrttee, thc register€d physical planner or planning assistont
whose conducl is to be inquircd into end the person bringing the accusation.

(2) The physical planncr or plsnning assislant agoinst whom a

conplaint is madc shall be givcn a copy of thc rclcvant documents al lcosl 7

days before the date frxed for the heoring to enable him or her lo file a reply
to the complarnt.

L Drlc ofheeril3
(l)The secrcury shall frx thc datc of lhc hcaring ond shall give written

nolicc to thc mcmbcrc of thc Disciplinary Commillcc. thc pcrson who is the
ubjcct of thc iquiry and thc pcrson bringing thc accusalion, at lcast I 4 days
before the date of hearing.

(2) The absence from lhe hearang, ofthe inquiry of any person b whom
notic. wss gaven sll8ll not affecl the prcceedings of the inquiry.

3. Coomlttec to rcqoir pcrroo lo .ppcrr
The Committee may require any pcrson-

(a) to appear before it for thc purposcs ofgiving cvidcncc; or

(b) to produce any documot lo lhc Disciplinary Committee.

1. Orth
The Committee shall havc power to adminisler an oath or affirmation
pr€scriH undet the Oalhs AcL lo Eny pcrson who is rcquircd to givc
cvklence before the Commiltcc.
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5. l,cjrl ]tprcrcot taor
A perrcn whosc conduct is the subject ofan inquiry may be rcprescntcd by
an advocate at the proceodings of thc inquiry.

6, Powcr lo co.oDa
(l) The Commitlee may co-opt any person who, in the opinion of

the Commineo, has oxpon knowledge conceming an inquiry beforc fte
Commiltec, b snend and tako part in thc disciplinary prccecdings.

(2) A pcrson co-opted undcr this section may take part in any discussion
at th€ meeting of lhe Commatlee oo which his or her advica is requircd but
shall not havc a right to vote at that meeting.

7. lrquiry to b€ lD c.mcr.
Any rnquiry held by the Comminee shall be in camera, unless the Committcc
decides othenrrrse

8. Decirirnr of Commlac.
Any maner b€forc th6 Committce sholl be dccklcd by a simplc majority of
the members prcsenl and voting.
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SCHEDT.,LE4

202t

2

3

4.

5

5.

Sections 40 and .16

PROFESSIONAL CODE OF ET}I ICS

Every rcgistcrcd physical planner shall at rll times fully execule lhe
duties he or she undcrtakes and shall act in en hooorable manner
towards his or her prcGssional colleagues.

Every rcgistcrcd physicol plonner shall at all times be hoocst ond
imponial in all his or herdealings bctween hisor hcrclient oremployer
and lhe contractor.

A rcgistcrcd physrcal planner shall not advertisc hrs or her professional
scrvices.

A registercd physical planner shall nor proc€€d with any professiooal
wo* upoo which anothcr physk;al planner has bcen employed by the
samc clienl wrthout communicatioo an writing to the physical planner
and cnsuring fiat lhc cngsgcment of lhe olhu physical planner has
b,ee n terminated.

A rcgistercd physical planner shall not accept I positrcn to cary oo ol
engage in any operalion, t.8dc or bosincss in which his or her interest
conflicts with the proper dischargc ofhis or her professional duties.

A registered physical plannet shall not accept 8ny work which involves
the giving or receiving ofdiscount or commission nor shall he or shc
ecccpl sny discount, gift or commission fmm contraclors or tradesmen
whe[rcr employed in his or hcr work or not.

A regrstercd physical planner shall only bc remuneroted by fce
and salery paid by lhe client and cmployer nsp€ctivcty and na by
commissions on sale or peo6c.

A registered physical plannc shall not appcal or append his or her
signaturc to drawings, spccaficalaons or c.rtificulcs not prepored by
him or her or his or her stoff under his oe her supervision for lhe
purpoces of obtaining the appeoval of any authority.
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t0

A ,cgister€d physir:al planncr may allow signcd illwtratioos and
descriptions of his or her work to be poblisfted in the mrss media but
shall not givc monctary considc.ation for such publication.

A rcgrslcred physical planncr moy cxhablt his or her name or the
name of hr or her firm outside his or her olfice, or sile notice board
at a plenning pmject for which hc or shc has been commissiooed in
leltering not exce€ding seventy. five mrllimcters in height.

A registered physical planner shall not anempt to supplant anolhcr
physical planncr nor compcte by means of a rcduction of fees or by
any other inducemcnl.

A registercd physicel planner shall kecp confidential, all informrtion
provrdcd to him or her during fie course of his or her work, and shall
not disclos€ or us€ that information for his or hcr own bcne6t, nor
dasclos€ it lo sny third pa.ty cxcepl-

(a) wilh lhe express spprovalofthe person towhom thc information
rclatesl

.

t2

O) where requrred to do so by law; or

(c) wh€re it as neccssary io p.evcnt drmsge to the public inter€st.
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Crors Rcfcrcnccs
l. CompaniesAct,20l2,ActNo.l of2012
2. National Audit Act, 2fi)8, Act No. 8 of 2ffiE
3. OathsAct, Cap.l9
4. Physical PlanningAct.20l0,Act No. 8 of 2010
5. Public Finance Manatsement Act, 2015, Acl No.3 of 2015
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CERTIFICATE

OF

FINAIf CIAL IUPLICATIOIf S

(Made under 3.76 of the hrblic Finance and Management Act, 2Ol5)

THIS IS TO CERTIFY thAt thE PIIYSICAL PLANI|ERS'
REGISTRATION BILL, 2O2l has been reviewed as required under
Section 76 of the hrblic Finance and Management Act, 2Ol5 (as

Amended).

I wish to report as follows:

af That the Bi[ hac the followlng Purpose;

To provide for the establishment of a Physical Planners' Registration
Board; to provide for powers and functions of the Board; Registration
of Physical Planners; and provide for disciplinary procedures for
errant Physical Planners and for other related matters.

bl Thc ObJcctivea of the Blll are to addrcss the fotlowiag key
aspccts thet emerge from absencc of a rcgulatoty &anework
for phyaical pleaners:

I Unethicd planning practices and violation of minimum
physical planning standards:
Rampant abuse and use of environmentally sensitive areas;
Environmental degradation;
Encroachment on public areas and road reserves;
Depletion of natural resources;

ll.
iii.
iv.
v.

tlittlon
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vl.
vii.

Disorganized urban and rural development; and
Preparation of arbitrary physical development plans.

c) Pl,eaaed Erpendtture over the MTEF perlod:

The planned expenditure for the Physical Planners' Registration
Bill, 2O2L will be financed within the Medium Term Expenditure
Framework of the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban
Development.

d) Fundtng and Budgetary lmplicatione:

The cost of implementation the Physical Planners' Registration Act,
2O2l is estimated at Ushs. 2 billion and will be funded within the
Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development's budget
provisions. Additionally, the operational budget for the Board will
be financed from contributions from the Physical Planners, which
include registration fees, subscription fees, penalties and fines.

cf Enpcctcd carlage and/or Revenue to Govcrarneat:

Implementation of the Bill is expected to enable Government
achieve sustainable land use, increased urbanization, provision of
adequate and decent housing and inclusive transport system; and

The expected savings arising from implementation of the Bill relate
to benefits associated with organized rural and urban
development, protection of the environment and natural resources
as well as mitigating the losses arising out of unqualilied physical
planners.

Submitted to Parlia.ment under my hand this .?f

'(

r"rati[4Aaiia (M.P.)

ilur$rpn FORa.'FrNAIfcE, pLlrlfrtrfc
DTTI'LOPUE,NT../

-(
Recclved by:
Date:
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