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PARLIAMENT OF UGANDA

Tuesday, 15 March 2022

Parliament met at 2.00 p.m. at Parliament House, Kampala.

PRAYERS

(The Deputy Speaker, Ms Anita Among, in the Chair.)

The House was called to order.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable members, I want to thank the ministers who have fulfilled their obligations of submitting ministerial policy statements in accordance with my earlier guidelines. 

Today is the deadline for submission of the ministerial policy statements as provided for under sections 13(13) of the Public Finance Management Act and rule 146(1) of the Rules of Procedure of this House. The House intends to complete the budgeting process in time; we do not want to delay the budgeting process.

I also want to implore the shadow cabinet ministers to have the alternative policy statements laid on the Table by the 29th of March, in accordance with rule 147 of the Rules of Procedure.

I wish to remind the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development to present the proposed annual budget for the next financial year by 1 April 2022, in accordance with section 13 of the Public Finance Management Act and rule 148 of the Rules of Procedure.

Honourable members, our rules require sectoral committees to consider and review the policy statements and the budget estimates, and report to the House by 20 April. Therefore, when we get the policy statements, we will refer them to the sectoral committees, which should report to the House. Please make your programmes in accordance with rule 149(1).

The House shall consider reports of sectoral committees and refer the approved recommendations to the Budget Committee for reconciliation, harmonisation and consolidation before it reports back to the House in April, in accordance with rule 149(2). 

Honourable members, the Budget Committee shall present the report to the House not later than 15th May in accordance rule 149(3).

All this time that we are going to have is budgeting time. Therefore, we need to do our work in time so that we do not go against the statutory dates.

Let me take the opportunity to remind the ministers responsible to table the tax and revenue Bills as soon as possible. Of course, rule 150 requires us to ensure we consider the Bills that will help us operationalise tax collection, as the Committee of Supply. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We need to know where the money that we shall spend will come from. The House must know the size of the estimated resource envelope that we shall spend in the next budgeting period. Even when doing appropriation, it has to be according to what we are going to collect.

As I conclude, it has been brought to my attention that some honourable members of Parliament were unable to make declarations of their assets and liabilities as instructed under Section 4 of the Leadership Code Act, yet this is a very serious matter. So, kindly ensure you follow up and do the declarations. If it means going to the IGG to do that, please follow up. I was given a list of those who have not done so. I have been trying to get in touch with you on how you can handle it; please declare, it is for your own good because we should work within the law.

Honourable members, we are going to have one item on the Order Paper. Therefore, allow me amend the Order Paper and go to Laying of Papers, which is item 4(b). Remember, today is the deadline and we must have the papers laid today. 

Minister of Local Government -

2.07
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT (Ms Victoria Busingye): Thank you, Madam Speaker. The Ministry of Local Government has already –(Interruption)

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is a procedural matter -

MR SSEMUJJU: Thank you, Madam Speaker. As I raise this procedural issue, maybe I should also find out from you if some colleagues on the other side are now exempted from putting on masks, as you can see the MP for Bukanga. 

Anyway, the issue I am raising is: in the past, when these policy statements were laid here, we were allowed to go and scrutinise them in the committees without having to attend plenary.

I sit on the Committee on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs and we have more than 15 entities that appear before it. My former chairman, who is now assigned to superintend over the military, can testify. At one time, we sat in the mornings and afternoon. 

Therefore, the procedural issue I am raising is, if the requirement to lay the statements is made today, will you allow us to go and scrutinise these policy statements without having to attend plenary? I said - and I am not the chairperson of the Committee on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs; I am only speaking basing on the experience we have gone through in the past, Madam Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you so much. Let us first receive the documents and then we will take a decision later. Otherwise, I, of course, want the committees to finish up with the harmonisation of the policy statements. We will definitely give committees time to do the work after receiving these policy statements. 

Members, I am not going to allow points of procedure, order and what not; I want the policy statements laid. There is no urgent matter for now. I want policy statements. The urgent matter I have now is the policy statements.

Honourable members, in the public gallery this afternoon, we have a delegation from the Kitgum caucus. They are represented by Hon. Lillian Aber. They have come to observe the proceedings of the House. Where are you? Please stand up. You are most welcome and thank you for coming to your Parliament. This is the Parliament of Uganda. (Applause) 

We have:

1. Innocent Nyeko
2. Emmanuel Lapyem
3. Richard Onen
4. Jacky Abalo
5. Simon Kidega
6. Beatrice Aparo
7. Christine Ayaa
8. Pope Ocheng
9. Richard Nyeka
10. Ronald Komakech
11. Richard Kimala
12. John Bosco Ochola
13. Jean Odong
14. Doreen Pido
15. Jallon Banya
16. Doreen Ayoo
17. Jackson Alworo
18. Jackline Anek
19. Noel Opoka
20. Sara Aber
21. Vicky Acayo
22. Hellen Oryemo, and
23. Joyce Alwoch.

Still in the public gallery this afternoon, we have a delegation of teachers and students of the debating and public speaking club of Kololo Senior Secondary School. They are represented by Hon. Mohammad Nsereko and Hon. Shamim Malende. You are most welcome. Where are you? Your Member of Parliament is here and we welcome you to the Parliament of Uganda. We wish you good luck. Thank you.

LAYING OF PAPERS

MINISTERIAL POLICY STATEMENTS AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2022/2023

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of Local Government?

MINISTRY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

2.12
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT (Ms Victoria Busingye): Thank you, Madam Speaker. I would like to lay the ministerial policy statement for the Financial Year 2022/2023, for Vote 011 - Ministry of Local Government, Vote 147 - Local Government Finance Commission and Vote 617 - all local governments in Uganda. I beg to lay, Madam Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statements stand referred to the Committee on Public Service and Local Government. 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AND VETERAN AFFAIRS

2.13
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENCE AND VETERAN AFFAIRS (DEFENCE) (Mr Jacob Oboth): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay the ministerial policy statement for the Ministry of Defence and Veteran Affairs for Financial Year 2022/2023 – Vote 004. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The statement is referred to the Committee on Defence and Internal Affairs. Agriculture? 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

2.13
THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION, COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE (Dr Chris Baryomunsi): Thank you, Madam Speaker. In accordance with the Public Finance and Management Act, I beg to lay the ministerial policy statement for the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries for the Financial Year 2022/2023, covering Votes 10, 121, 122, 125, 142, 152, 155, 160, 501 and 850, on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The statement stands referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries. Thank you, doctor.

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS

2.16
THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE (Mr Wilson Muruli Mukasa): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay the ministerial policy statement for the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs for the Financial Year 2022/2023 for Vote 007, Vote 102 – Electoral Commission, Vote 105 – Uganda Law Reform Commission, Vote 106 – The Uganda Human Rights Commission, Vote 109 – The Law Development Centre, Vote 119 – The Uganda Registration Services Bureau, Vote 133 – Public Prosecutions and Vote 148 – The Judicial Service Commission. I beg to lay. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. It is referred to the Committee on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs.

MINISTRY OF FINANCE, PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

2.17
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE, PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PLANNING) (Mr Amos Lugoloobi): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on the Table the ministerial policy statement for Vote 008 – Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic Development.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, honourable minister. 

MR LUGOLOOBI: Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on the Table the ministerial policy statement for Vote 130 – Treasury operations. I beg to lay.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you.

MR LUGOLOOBI: Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on the Table the ministerial policy statement for Vote 108 - National Planning Authority, for Financial Year 2022/2023.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. It is referred to the Committee on Finance, Planning and Economic Development. Ministry of Internal Affairs?

MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS

2.19
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR INTERNAL AFFAIRS (Gen. David Muhoozi): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay the ministerial policy statement for the Ministry of Internal Affairs for Financial Year 2022/2023, covering Vote 009 – Ministry of Internal Affairs headquarters, Vote 120 – National Citizenship and Immigration Control, Vote 144 – Uganda Police Force, Vote 145 – Uganda Prisons Service, Vote 135 – Government Analytical Laboratory and Vote 137 – National Identification and Registration Authority. I beg to lay. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statements stand referred to the Committee on Defence and Internal Affairs.

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SPORTS

2.19
THE GOVERNMENT CHIEF WHIP (Mr Thomas Tayebwa): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on the Table the Ministerial Policy Statement and Budget Estimates for the Ministry of Education and Sports for the Financial Year 2022/2023. I beg to lay. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Education and Sports. Mwalimu, do you have something to say?

MR SSEWUNGU: Madam Speaker, last time, the Ministry of Education and Sports tabled a policy statement for the agriculture ministry, instead of the education ministry. We got this information from the committee. The guidance I am seeking is whether you can allow me look at it briefly, as a member of the committee. (Interjection) Since one Member has seen it, my heart is at rest.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: The report will come to the committee. I know you want Members to know that you are around and that you are a member of the committee. (Laughter)

MINISTRY OF TOURISM, WILDLIFE AND ANTIQUITIES

2.21
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR TOURISM, WILDLIFE AND ANTIQUITIES (Mr Martin Bahinduka): The report is about to get here. I am disappointed in the technical team because they should have been ready by now. By the time the other reports are concluded, our report will be ready – 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable members of the Frontbench, I have been reminding you about the deadline. If you people are not ready to take up the task the President gave you, why don’t you resign? (Applause)

This is a deadline you cannot amend. Honourable Government Chief Whip, I want a response on what is happening to your people. If you do not bring a policy statement, we will not work on your budget. We do not mind if you do not come; just send somebody to lay it on the Table. 

MINISTRY OF GENDER, LABOUR AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

2.22
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR GENDER, LABOUR AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (DISABILITY AFFAIRS) (Ms Hellen Asamo): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on the Table the Ministerial Policy Statement and Budget Estimates for Vote 018 - Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development for the Financial Year 2022/2023. I beg to lay. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Hon. Asamo. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Gender, Labour and Social Development. 

MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

2.23
THE MINISTER, OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (PRESIDENCY) (Ms Milly Babirye): Thank you, Madam Speaker. As you are aware, His Excellency the President transferred the operations of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation to the Presidency. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable minister, I have not heard what you have said. Do you have the statement? Please lay it on the Table. 

MS BABIRYE: In accordance with section 13(13) of the Public Finance Management Act (Amended) 2015, I have the honour to lay on the Table the Ministerial Policy Statement and Budget Estimates for the Office of the President, which includes the following votes:

1. Vote 001 – Office of the President.
2. Vote 002 – State House.
3. Vote 023 – Ministry of Kampala Capital City and Metropolitan Affairs.
4. Vote 017 – Uganda AIDS Commission.
5. Vote 112 – Ethics and Integrity.
6. Vote 158 – Internal Security Organisation; and 
7. Vote 159 – External Security Organisation. I beg to lay. (Applause)

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Presidential Affairs. 

MR SSEMUJJU: Thank you, Madam Speaker. We took a decision in this Parliament to create a vote for science and technology. Can the minister tell us whether that decision was defied and, therefore, whether that sector does not require any funding?

2.26
THE GOVERNMENT CHIEF WHIP (Mr Thomas Tayebwa): Madam Speaker, we received the resolution of Parliament and we are still consulting and we shall report back to the House. Today is for laying papers.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: That matter was referred to the Committee on Rules, Privileges and Discipline to see how we can harmonise. There was, however, a decision in this House that science and technology should be under the President’s Office but have its own vote and not under State House. That is what is happening. They have a vote under the President’s Office and not State House. 

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION, COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE

2.27
THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION, COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE (Dr Chris Baryomunsi): Thank you, Madam Speaker. In accordance with section 13(13) of the Public Finance management Act, I beg to lay on the Table the Ministerial Policy Statement and Budget Estimates for the Ministry of Information, Communications Technology and National Guidance for the Financial Year 2022/2023. This covers the following agencies: 

i. 	NITA-U, 
ii. 	Uganda Communications Commission (UCC), 
iii. 	Uganda Broadcasting Corporation (UBC), 
iv. 	Uganda Post Limited, and
v. 	Uganda Institute of Information and Communication Technology. I beg to lay. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, doctor. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on ICT. 

THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

2.28
THE MINISTER, OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER (GENERAL DUTIES) (Ms Justine Lumumba): Thank you, Madam Speaker. I beg to lay on the Table the Ministerial Policy Statement and Budget Estimates for Vote 003 - Office of the Prime Minister, for the Financial Year 2022/2023. I beg to lay. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Presidential Affairs. 

MINISTRY OF LANDS, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

2.29
THE MINISTER OF LANDS, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (Ms Judith Nabakooba): Thank you, Madam Speaker. I beg to lay on the Table the Ministerial Policy Statement and Budget Estimates for the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban Development for the Financial Year 2022/2023. I beg to lay. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Physical Infrastructure.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

2.30
THE GOVERNMENT CHIEF WHIP (Mr Thomas Tayebwa): Madam Speaker, the minister is on the way (Interjection)-

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now, we, who came here at 2.00 p.m., don’t we have any other work to do? Members, let us have respect for each other.

MR THOMAS TAYEBWA: Madam Speaker, I share your frustration.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister of East African Community Affairs?

MR THOMAS TAYEBWA: It is the same story, Madam Speaker.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ministry of Water and Environment?

2.30
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR WATER AND ENVIRONMENT (Environment) (Ms Beatrice Anywar): Madam Speaker, I wish to lay on the Table the Ministerial Policy Statement for the Ministry of Water and Environment for the Financial Year 2022/2023.

It entails Vote 019 - Ministry of Water and Environment, Vote 150 - National Environment Management Authority, Vote 157 - National Forestry Authority and Vote 109 - Uganda National Meteorological Authority. I beg to lay.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources.

MINISTRY OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT

2.32
THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT (Gen. Katumba Wamala): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay on Table the Ministerial Policy Statement for the Ministry of Works and Transport for the Financial Year 2022/2023, covering the following Votes:
 
Vote 016 - Ministry of Works and Transport, Vote 113 - Uganda National Roads Authority, Vote 118 - Uganda Road Fund, and 
Vote 609 - Local Governments. I beg to lay.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Physical Infrastructure.

INSPECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT

2.33
THE MINISTER OF STATE, OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (Ethics and Integrity) (Ms Lilly Akello): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay the policy statement for Vote 103 - Inspectorate of Government, for the Financial Year 2022/2023.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Legal and Parliamentary Affairs. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

2.34
THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE (Mr Muruli-Mukasa): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay the Ministerial Policy Statement for Vote 146 - Public Service Commission, for the Financial Year 2022/2023.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, honourable minister. The policy statement stands referred to the Committee on Public Service and Local Government. 

KAMPALA CAPITAL CITY AUTHORITY

2.35
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR KAMPALA CAPITAL CITY AND METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS (Mr Kabuye Kyofatogabye): Madam Speaker, I beg to lay the Ministerial Policy Statement for Vote 122 - Kampala Capital City Authority, for Financial Year 2022/2023.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. The policy statement is referred to the Committee on Presidential Affairs. Any other policy statement? Ministry of Trade, Industry and Cooperatives has not laid. East African Community Affairs?

MR SSEMUJJU: Madam Speaker, the minister responsible for East African Community Affairs is one of the Prime Minister’s deputies. It will be a very big failure for the Prime Minister not to supervise her deputies. Now that she is here, can she either lay or tell us why this particular minister never attends Parliament? (Laughter)

MR ENOS ASIIMWE: Madam Speaker, the rules are very clear. The Order Paper is telling us to lay papers but not to ask questions or even debate. I believe my honourable colleague is wrong to ask the Prime Minister questions when we are laying papers, as per the Order Paper.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon. Enos, these papers are laid and referred to the sectoral committees, which will harmonise the National Budget Framework Paper with the ministerial statements and align them with the National Development Plan and then report back.

We do not have statements for tourism, trade, foreign affairs, Auditor-General and East African Community Affairs. Leader of Government Business, those are the statements we do not have.

2.38
THE PRIME MINISTER AND LEADER OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS (Ms Robinah Nabbanja): Madam Speaker, laying our policy statements here is a constitutional requirement. I have just talked to the minister for tourism and he is waiting for his technical people to bring the statement. Two, I believe that they are coming by the end of this sitting because they are all aware that today is the deadline. I have tried to whip.

To my brother, I think I will just invite you for a cup of tea (Laughter)

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable members, there is a document being laid by the minister for finance. Honourable minister, just lay your document. 

2.39
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE, PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (PLANNING) (Mr Amos Lugoloobi): Thank you so much, Madam Speaker. I beg to lay on the Table, a motion for a resolution of Parliament to authorise domestic borrowing, amounting to Shs 2.049 trillion, to finance supplementary expenditure under schedule 1, which was passed by Parliament. I beg to lay.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: We refer that motion and request to the Committee on National Economy to handle and to report back to the House.

Honourable members and the ministers who have been able to lay their statements, I want to thank you so much. Thank you for the commitment and for abiding by the statutory date. For the ministries that have not laid their statements, remember it is a statutory requirement; we will need an explanation to this House, in writing. (Applause)

2.46
THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (Mr Mathias Mpuuga): Thank you, Madam Speaker. First of all, I would like to appreciate the frontbenchers on your right, that have been able to meet the statutory requirement and laid their Ministerial Policy Statements here.

That said and done, Madam Speaker - and the Prime Minister who has not superintended over her duties should not be indulging in your business now, but to listen. 

Two issues, namely, the other time, you ordered that the Opposition will respond by 29th. Now that the ministers are laggards in this business, would it be okay if you vacated that position to allow us space to receive these slow movers, Madam Speaker?

Two, Madam Speaker, we received the National Budget Framework Paper, which was referred to the budget committee, together with the alternative and they were processed. A number of issues changed. We do not know, without a final Budget Framework Paper document, what are we receiving now, Madam Speaker?

Three, we received a Charter of Fiscal Responsibility, together with the alternative, upon which the Committee on Budget reported, including multiple variations. We do not have the revised charter tabled and a revised BFP, tabled. Madam Speaker, what are the ministers laying, without having the final documents tabled?

Madam Speaker, I envisage there is a very serious procedural flaw. I actually thought that today, the finance minister would seek space and lay those final documents, before laying the policy statements because we are already dealing with another problem with the Budget committee, where appropriation and accountability were mishandled. Here we are, again, sitting on another problem that would really border on illegality, Madam Speaker.

DR BARYOMUNSI: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker and the honourable Leader of the Opposition for ceding space –(Interjection)– Okay, Rt Hon. Leader of the Opposition –(Laughter).

My friend, Hon. Mpuuga, I know the laws and the Rules of Procedure of Parliament provide for the other side to give us alternative policy statements, but I am not very certain that the rules clearly say that when you provide the alternatives, Government must necessarily amend what it has brought. 

Could you clarify perhaps which rule requires us to amend what we have brought, after you have submitted your alternatives, so that you say we have not complied with a particular rule –(Interjection) - yes, I am senior; that is why I am asking him. (Laughter)

MR MPUUGA: Madam Speaker, with due respect to the honourable minister for information –

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Rule 147 states that, “Shadow ministers may submit the alternative policy statements to Parliament by the 29th day of March every year” and this is also indicated - the date of 29th is indicated. That is why I communicated to you that we should have it on 29th. I appreciate what you are going through, but these dates were set by you and I.

MR MPUUGA: Thank you for your guidance, Madam Speaker. The background to that procedural matter –

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is something that has not been clarified. What he is asking about is the revised BFP and then the Charter of Fiscal Responsibility - no, it is not Hon. Dr Baryomunsi to do it; it is finance. 

MR MPUUGA: Yes, but initially, to tell the Hon. Dr Baryomunsi that he did not understand what I said. (Laughter)

MR LUGOLOOBI: Madam Speaker, regarding the National Budget Framework Paper, the law requires the House to approve the Budget Framework Paper (BFP) before it leaves this House and indeed, the House approved the BFP for this medium-term. Based on that approval, we went ahead to prepare the policy statements. Now, there was no deadline as to when we should deliver or lay on the Table the final document incorporating the proposals from the House.

We are incorporating those recommendations into the final document, which we shall lay on the Table. We have been under pressure to make sure that we deliver the policy statements within the dictates of the law because we could not go beyond this day. It has been a lot of work since when the BFP was approved.

In the same vein, we are dealing with the Charter of Fiscal Responsibility to incorporate the new changes and we shall lay the final document on the Table in the very near future. Thank you so much.

MR MPUUGA: Madam Speaker, sometimes, we need to summon the humility to address gaps, when we are working. The finance minister is aware that there are three fundamental issues in laying any Budget documents and that the Budget must be aligned to the NDP, the Charter and the BFP.

So, without these in finality, what are the ministerial policy statements aligned to, Minister for Finance? If Parliament received, and through the committee, revised, advised and laid a document, the basic requirement is that you go and work on the parliamentary proposals and come up with a final document, which must anchor your policy statement. The committee handled the Charter. Before we know it, you are going to table the taxation Bills without a final Charter. 

Madam Speaker, the honourable minister should be humble and not take us into sentiments. We are dealing with a very serious procedural flaw. Let him talk about a remedy, before we handle the final Budget.

I do not really think that -

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Actually, LOP, that is what he is saying; that he is going to lay the Charter. He accepts that there is a flaw - and he used to be the chairman of a very good committee; he was one of the best chairpersons. 

Honourable minister, you may need to lay the Charter and the revised BFP so that we can give them to the committees to harmonise with what has been sent to them. 

MR LUGOLOOBI: Madam Speaker, we shall lay it. In fact, we have to lay the final budget estimates by the 1st of April. Therefore, as we lay them, we shall make sure that they are accompanied by the BFP and the Charter of Fiscal Responsibility.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, Members. The ministerial statements are here; get them for your committees, look at them and harmonise them with the BFP and the revised fiscal charter that will come, and then you will have to report back to this House. 

Based on that, I adjourn the House sine die.

(The House rose at 2.50 p.m. and adjourned sine die.)
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